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■ Sed oaa tn C Bu m n tantum 

Konun enity nee Auma dad* ; sed nesda virtus 
Stare loco : solnsque pudor ooa vlnoere bello^ 
Aoer et Indomitas; qfio apes qapfM Ira vocasset, 
Fem mamtniy et nniiqiiaDti temerando paroere Herro : 
flciGcessns nrgpere sues : Instare fltTorl 
Nomlnls: Impellens qoloqult sibi snmma peteoti 
Obttaret: gandensque vlaiii fedsse ruloa. 

LucAKi PkaraaMa, Lib. 
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NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 



CHAPTER I. 

Iletfi>ipeci.'^77ie l^eetarif^tkey become unpop^^ Caueee 
of their unpopularUy^Aho ai enmky aimtmg (hmeOoee^^ 
SUUe qfpuidie feeling in France^In point ifnvmber9,fam 
vourdhk to the Bourbons ; btU the Army and monied InU* 
rest against them.'^Pichegru, head of tiie JtoyaHsts, apm 
pointedPresidentofiheCouneaofFivellundred.'-^Bafb^ 
Marbois, another Eogalisty President qfthe Council of Anm 
dents.'^Dir&story throw themselves upon the succour qf 
Hoche and Buonapartc^-^JBuonaparte's personal Politics 
discussed^^Pichegru's Corresp&ndence mth the Bourbons^ 

' hnmm to Buonaparte^He dispatches Augereau to Paris.'^ 
Direetorg arrest their prmdpdl Opponents in the CouncOi 
on the ISth Fructidor, and banish them to Guiana.'^Narm 
row and impolitic Conduct qfthe Directory to Buonaparte* 
'^Prqfeeted Invasion qf England. 

While the Conqueror of Italy was pursuing his 
victories beyond the Alps, the French Directory, in 
whose name heachieyed them, had become, to the 
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conviction of all men, as unlikely to produce the be- 
nefits of a settled government, as any of their prede* 
cessors vested with the supreme rule. 

It is with politics as with mechanics, ingenuity is 
not always combined with utility. Some one ob- 
served to the late celebrated Mr Watt, that it was 
wonderful for what a number of useless inventions, 
illustrated by ^he most ingenious and apparently satis- 
factory models, patents were yearly issued ; he re- 
plied, that he had often looked at them with interest, 
and had found several, the idea of which had occurred 
to himself in the course of his early studies. ^^ But,^ 
said^he, vith his natural masculine sagacity, ^^ it is 
jone thing to make an ingenious model, and another 
to contrive an engine which shall work its task. Most 
of these pretty toys, when they are applied to practi- 
cal purposes, are found deficient in some point of 
strength, or correctness of mechanism, which destroys 
all chance of their ever becoming long or generally 
.usefuL^' Some such imperfection seems to have at- 
tended the works of those speculative politicians who 
iramed the various ephemeral constitutions of France. 
However well they looked upon paper, and however 
reasonable they sounded to the ear, no one ever 
thought of them as laws which required veneration 
and obedience. Did a constitutional rule pri^lude a 
fivouiite measure, to break it down, or leap py^r it, 
was the Freneh statesman's unhesitating piactice. A 
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rule was aTways devised applicable to cireumstances ; 
and before that, the theory of the constitution was 
uniformly made to give way. 

The constitution of the year Three was not more 
permanent than tho6e by which it had been preceded^ 
<Foir«ome time, the Directory, which contained men 
of considerable talent, conducted themselves with 
great prudence. The difficulty and danger of thpb 
situation served to prevait their separating,' as the 
weight put above an arch keeps the stones in their 
places. Their acertions in the attempt to redeem the 
finances, support the war, imd re-establish the tran^ 
quillity of ^e country, were attended at first with 
success. The national factions also sunk before 
them for a season. They had defeated the aristocr»- 
tio citiaens of Paris on the IBth Vendemaire; and 
when the original reVolutiobists, or democrats, at^ 
tempted a eons{aracy, Under the conduct of Gracchus 
Baboeuf, their endeavour to seduce the troops totally 
fiiiled, and their lives paid the forfeit of their rash 
attempt to bring back the reign of Terror. Thus, 
the Directory, or Executive power, under the cdnsti 
tution of the year Three, were fi>r a season triumphan 
over the internal factions, and, belonging to neither, 
were in a situaticHi to command botk 

Bat they had few who were really, and on prin- 
ciple, attached to their governm^t, and most endured 
it only as something better than a new revolutionary 
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moyement, and otherwise in no respect eligible* To 
liaye rendered their authority permanent, the Di« 
rectory must haye had great unanimity in thdr own 
body, and also brilliant success abroad, and they en- 
joyed neither one nor the other. The very concoction 
of their body included the prindples of disunion. 
They were a sort of fiye kings, retiring from office by 
rotation, inhabiting each his separate class of apart- 
maits in the Luxembourg paUce, having each his 
^Efferent establidunents j daraes of dients, circles of 
coturtiers, flatterers, and instrum^ts. The republi- 
can dmpHdty, of hte bo essential to a patriot, was 
bid aside entirely. New costumes of the most splen- 
did Und were devised for the different office-bearers 
of the state. This change took its rise from the weak- 
ness and vanity of Barras, who loved show, and used 
to go a-hunting witii all the formal attendance of a 
prince. But it was an indulgence of luxury, which 
gave scandal to both the great parties in the state;?— 
the Republicans, who hdd it altogetiier in contempt ; ^ 
and the Royalists, who considered it as an usurpation 
of the royal dress and appendages. 

The finances became continually moite and more 
a sntgect of uneasmess. In tiie days of Terror mo- 
ney was easily raised, because it was demanded under 
pain of deathy and asdgnats were raised to ^^r by 
' guillotining tiiose who sold or bought tiiem at lefti 
than thm full value; but the powerful argument 
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of TidLenoe md compubioii being ranoved, die pa- 
per mcmey feU to ftruinoiujcliscounty till its cU^iesriov 
Ibreatened^ unless remedied, idtogether to stop the 
course of public business. It perhaps arose from the 
difficulty of raising supjj^es^ that the Directory assa«- 
med towards other countries a greedy, grasping, and 
rapadous character, which thrqw disgrace at once 
upon the individuals who indulged it, and the. state 
whom they represented. Thqr loaded with exactions 
.the trade of the Batavian republic, whose freedom 
.they had pretended to reoogniae^ and treated with 
most haughty superiority the ambassadors of inda- 
pendent states. Some of these h|gh officers, and Bar«- 
ras in particukr, were supposed accessiUe to gross 
corruption, and believed to hold communication with 
those agents and stockfbrokers, who raised money by 
jobbing in the public funds— a more deservedly va^ 
popular accusation than which can hardly be brought 
ag^oat a minister. It was indeed a great ei^ror in the 
constitution, that though one hundred thousand li*- 
vres were yearly allowed to each Director while itt 
office, yet he had no subsequent provision after he 
had retured from his fractional jshare. of sovereignty. 
This penury, on the part of the public, opened a way 
to temptation, though of a kind to which mean minds 
only are obnoxious ; and such ;m6n as 3anas were 
•t^l^ted to make provision. fpr futurity, hy availing 
themselves of present opportunity. 
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Their five majesdes (^les) of the LiixemBoturj^, 
as people called them in ridicule, had also their own 
individual partialities and fayourite objects, which 
led them in turn, to teaze the French people inth un- 
necessary legblation. LaReveilleie-Lepauxwasthat 
inc(»i8istentyet not uncommon character, an intolerant 
philosopher and an enthusiastic deist. Heestablidied 
a priesthood, and hymns and ceremonies for deism; 
and, taking up the hopeful project of substituting a 
Mistical woriship for the ChristiMi faith, just where 
Eobespierre had laid it down, he harassed the nadon 
with laws to oblige them to observe the decades cS 
their new calendarjus holidays, and to work at their 
ordinary trades on the Christian Sabbath. At La 
Beveillere's theory freethinkers laughed, and reli- 
gious men shuddered; butallware equally annoyedl^ 
the legislative measures adopted on a subject so ridi* 
culous as^ this new ritual of heathenism. Another 
cause of yexation was the philosophical arrangement 
of weights and measures upon a new principle, which 
had in the meantime the inconvenience of introducing 
doubt and uncertainty into all' the arrangements of 
internal commerce, and deranging entirely such as 
France coi^nued to hold with countries who were 
only acquainted with the ordinaiy standard. 

It might have been thought that the distbguish- 
ed success of the French arms under the auspiges of 
the Direct(»y would have dazded the eyes of the 
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Frendi, attached %s they have always Been to mili- 
tary glory, and blinded them to other less agreeable 
ineasures of their goyemment. But the public were 
well aware, that the most brilliant share of these lau* 
rels had been reaped by Buonaparte on his own ac- 
count ; that he had received but slender reinforce- 
meaits from France (the magnitude of his achieve- 
ments considered) ; and that in regard to the in- 
structions of government, much of his success wad 
owing to his departure from them, and following his 
own course. It was also whispered, that he was an 
object of suspicion to the Directors, and on his part 
undervalued their talents, and despised threir per^ 
sons. On the Rhine, again, though nothing^onild have 
be«i more distinguished than the behaviour of the 
Republican armies, yet their successes had been che- 
quered wiA many reverses, and, contrast^ with the 
Italian campaigns, lost their impression on the ima- 
gination; 

While they were thus becoming unpopular in the 
public opinion, the Directory had the great misfor- 
tune to be at enmity among themselves. From the 
time that Letoumeur retired from office in terms of 
the constitution, and Barthelemy wais elected iii his 
stead, there was a majority and an opposition in the 
Directory, the former consisting of Barras, RewbeF, 
and La Reveillere— -the latter, of Carnot and Bar- 
thdemy. Of the two last, Carnot (who bad been, it 
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may be remembefed, a member of the Committee of 
FuUic Safety under Robespierre) was a detemuned 
BepublicaH, and Barthdemy a RoyaIi8t;«HM> strange- 
ly do revolutionary changes, like the eddies and cur- 
rents of a Bwohi river, bring tc^ther and sweep 
down dde by side in the same direction, objects the 
most different and opposed. Bartiielemy of course 
dissented from the majority of the Directors^ because 
secretly and warmly he desired the restoration of the 
Bourbons, an event which must have been fiaught 
with danger to his colleagues; all of whom had voted 
for the death of Loins XVL Camot also differ- 
ed from the nugcxcity, certainly with no such wish 
pt view ; but, his temper being as overbearing as his 
genius was extensive, he was impatient of opposition, 
especially in such cases where he knew he was act- 
ing wisely. He advised strongly, for example, the 
ratification of the articles of Leoben, instead of pla- 
cuig all which France had aeqmre^y and all which 
she might lose, on the last fittal cast with an enemy, 
strong in his very despaur, and who mightraise large 
armies, while that of Buonaparte could neither be 
rdbuforced nor supported in case of a reverse. Bar- 
ras's snga on the occasion was so great, that he told 
Camot at the council-board, it was to him they owed 
that infiimous treaty of Leoben. 

While the Directory were thus disunited among 
themselves, the nation showed th&r disfatisfaction 



Digitized 



by Google 



KAFOLEON BUONAPARTK. 11 

openly, lud p«tieal«ily in the Iwo bodies of repse^ 
Bentatiyes. The majority indeed of the Council of 
Elders adhered to the Diiectoi]^ many of that body 
belonging to the old republican partisans. Butinthe 
more popularly composed Council of Fire Hundred, 
the opposition to the gorenunent possessed a great 
nugority, all of whom were decidedly against the Di*- 
rectoiy, and most of them impressed with the wish 
of restoring, upon terms prevbusly to be adjusted, 
the andent race of Intimate monarchs. Thisbod^ 
of penftns so thinking, was much increased by the 
number of emigrants, who obtained, on yaiious 
grounds, permisdon to retion to their natiYO country 
afkerihefidl of Robespierre. The forms of dvil life 
liegan now to be umyersally renewed ; and, as had 
been the case in France at all times, excepting during 
ihe bloody rdgn of Terror, women of rank, beauty, 
talent, and accomplishmoits, began again to resume 
their places in sodety, and thefar saloons or hou- 
•dcrirs were often the scene of deep political disconme, 
of aaort which in Britun is generally confined to the 
;cabinet, library, or dinii^-parbur. The wishes of 
many, or most of these coteries, were in fayour of 
toyalty ; the same fiselings were entertained by the 
tnsny thousands who saw no possible diance of set- 
tlmg the nation on any other model; and there is Httle 
doubt, that had France been permitted at that mo- 
ment an linmfluenced chmce, the Bourbon famOy 
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would h*Te been irecailed to the thFtme by the gmH 
majority of the French people. 

But for reasons s^ntioned dse^here, the military 
were the decided opponents of the Bourbons, and 
the purchasers of national domains, through eyery 
successive sale which might have taken place, were 
deeply interested i^ainst their restoration. Numbers 
might be on the side of the Royalists; but physical 
force, and the influence of wealth and of the monied 
intorest, were decidedly against them. i 

Piehegru might now be regarded as chief of .th0 
Royal party. Hef was anrable and suecedsftd genes- 
ral, to whom France owed the conquest of Holland, 
Like La Fayette and Dumouriez, he had been dis^ 
gusted with the conduct of the Revolution; and 
like the last of the two generals named, had opened 
a communication with the Bourbons. He was ac- 
cused of having suffered his army to be betrayed in 
a defeat by Clairfait, and the govmiment, in 1796, 
removed him from the command of the army of the 
Sambre and Meuse, offering -hhn in exchange the 
situaticm of ambassador to Sweden. He dedined 
this fi^ies of Jionourable exile, and, retiring to 
Franche Cc«npt6^ continued his correspondence with 
the Imperiid generals. The Royalists expected much 
from the countenance of a military man of a natne so 
imposing ; but we have secai more than once in the 
course of these Memoirs, that a< general without an 
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army is like a hilt without the blade which it ahould 
wield 4uid direct. 

An oppertunity, howerer, offered Pichegru the 
meJHis of serving his party in a civil capacity, and 
tHat a most important one. The electicms of May 
1797, made to replace that proportion ^f the coun« 
dls which retired by rotation, terminated gfinenOj 
in favour of the Royalists, and served plainly to show 
on which side the bidance <^ popular feeling now 
leaned. Pichegru, who had been returned as one of 
the deputies, was chosen by acclamation President of 
the Council of Five Hundred, and Barb6 Marbois, 
another Royalist, was elected to the same office by 
the Council of Ancients, while, as we have already 
said, Barthdemy, likewise friendly to monarchy, was 
introduced into the Directory. 

These elections were evil signs for the Directory, 
who did not fiul soon to be attacked on every ude, 
and upbraided with the continuance of the war and 
the financial distresses. Various journals were at the 
disposal of the party opposed to the majority of the 
Directors, and hostilities were commenced between 
the parties, both in the assemblies, where the Roy- 
alists had the advantage, and in the public pa< 
pers, where they were also fiivourably listened to. 
.The Freni;h are of an impatient temper, and could 
not be long-brought to carry on their warfare within 
the Umits asdgned by the constitution. Each party. 
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without much regard to the state of the law, looked 
about for the means of physical force with which they 
tnight arm themselves. The IXrectory, (that i8> the 
majority of that body,) sennble of thdr unpopidarity, 
and the predominance of the opposite party, ^hi^ch 
seemed for a time to have succeeded to ihe boldness 
and audadty of the Berblutionary class, had, in their 
agony of extremity, recourse to the army, and threw 
tihemselyes upon the succour of Hoche and of Buo« 
naparte. 

We have elsewhere said, that Buonaparte at this 
period was esteemed a steady rqnibiican. Pich^ru 
betieyed him to be such when he dissuaded die Boyal* 
bts from any attempt to gain over the Greneral of 
Italy ; and as he had known him at school at Brienne^ 
declared him of too stubborn a character to aflbrd the 
least hope of success. Augereau was of the same opi* 
nion, and mistook his man so much, that when Ma- 
dame de Stael asked whether Buonaparte was not in- 
clined to make himself King of Lombardy, he replied 
#ith great simplicity, *< that he was a young man of 
too elevated a character.^ Perhaps Bucmaparte him- 
self felt the same for a moment, when, in a dispatch 
to the Directory, he requests their leave to withdraw 
from the active service of the Republic, as one who 
had acquired more glory than was consistent with 
happiness. '^ Calumny,'^ he said, ^^ may torment 
herself in vain with ascribing to me treadierous de- 
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signs. My dvil, like my mifilary career, fihall be 
eonfonning to republican principles.^* 

The public papers also, those we mean on the side 
of the Directory, fell into a sort of rapture on the 
classical republican feelings by which Buonaparte was 
actuated, which they said rendered the hope of his 
return a pleasure pure and unmixed, and precluded 
the possibility of treachery or engrossing ideas on his 
fflde. " The fiictious of every class," they said, ** can- 
not haye an enemy more steady, or the government 
a ficiend more faithfiil, than he who, invested with 
the militaiy power of which he has made so glorious 
a use, sighs only to resign a situation so brilliant, 
prefers happiness to glory, and now that the Re^ 
public is graced with triumph and peaces desires Soit 
himself only a simple and retired life.^ 

But though such were the ideas then entertained 
of Buonaparte^s truly republican character, framed, 
doubtless, on the model of Cindnnatus in his classic 
cal simplicity, we may be permitted to look a little 
closer into the ultimate views of him, who was admit- 
ted by lus enemies and friends, avouched by himself, 
and sanctioned by the journals, as a pure and dis* 
interested republican; and we think the following 

changes may be traced. 
Whether Buonaparte was ever at heart a real Ja- 

• Moniteur, 1707, No. 224 
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cotM eyen &r the moment, may 4)6 greatly doubted, 
whatever mask liis situation obliged him to wear. He 
himself always repelled the charge as an aspersion. 
His engagement in the affair of the Sections proba- 
bly determined his opinions as Republican, or rather 
Thermidorien, at the time, as became him by whom 
the Republican army had been led and commanded 
xm that day. Besides, at the head of an army zea- 
lously republican, even his power over their minds 
required to be strengthened, for some time at least, 
by an apparent correspondence in political sentiments 
betwixt the troops and the general. But in the 
practical doctrines of government which he reconv- 
mended to the Italian Republics, his ideas were stu- 
diously moderate, and he expressed the strongest fear 
of, and aversion to, revolutionary doclrines. He le- 
.commended the granting equal rights and equal pri« 
vileges to the nobles, as weU as to the indignant vas- 
sals and plebeians who had risen against them. In 
a word, he advocated^ free set of institutions, with- 
.out the intermediate purgatory of a revolution. He 
-was therefore, at this period, far from bebg a Jaco- 
bin. • 

But though Bupnaparte^s wishes were thus wisely 
moderated by practical views, he was not the less 
likely to be sensible that he was the object of fear, of 
hatredj and of course of satire and misrepresentation, 
to that side of the opposed parties in France which 
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favoured royalty. Unhappily for himself, he was 
peculiarly accessible to every woun^ of this nature, 
and, anxiously jealous of his fame, suffered as much 
under the puny attacks of the journalists, as a noble 
steer or a gallant horse does amid his rich pasture, 
under the persecutions of insects, Wliich, in compa- 
rison to himself, are not only impotent, but nearly 
invinble. In severid letters to the Directory, he 
exhibits fedings of this nature which would have 
been more gracefully concealed, and evinces an irri« 
tability against the opposition prints, which we think 
likely to have increased the zeal with which he came 
forward on the RepuUican side at this important 
crisis. 

Another circumstance, which, without determining 
Buonaparte^s conduct, may have operated in increa« 
ring his good will to the cause which he Embra- 
ced, was his having obtained the clew of Pichegru^s 
correspondence with the House of Bourbon. To 
have concealed this, would have made but a second- 
rate merit with the exiled family, whose first thanks 
must have been due to the partisan whom he pro- 
tected. This was no part for Buonaparte to play ; 
not that we have a right to say he would have ac- 
cepted the chief character had it been offered to him, 
but his amUtion could never have stooped to any in- 
ferior place in the drama. In all probability, his ideaf 

VOL. IV. B 
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fluctuated betwixt the example of Cromwell and of 
Wafihington — ^to be the actual liberator, or the abso- 
lute governor of his country. 

His particular information respectuig Pichqpru^s 
secret negotiations, was derived from an incident at 
the capture of Venice. 

When the degenerate V^etians, more under the 
impulse of vague terror than from any distinct plan, 
adopted in haste and tumult the measure of totally 
surrendering their constitution and rights, to be new- 
modelled by the French general after his pleasure, 
they were guilty of a gross and aggravated breach 
of hospitality, in seising the person and papers of 
the Compte d*Entraigues,* agent, or envoy, of the 
exiled Bourbons, who was then residing under thdr 
protection. The envoy himself, as Buonaparte al- 
leges, was not peculiarly faithfiil to bis trust; but, 
besides his information, his portfolio contained mttiy 



* This gentleman was one of the second emigration, who left 
France during Robespierre's ascendancy. He was employed as a 
political agent by the Court of Russia, after the afiair of Venice, 
which proves that he was not at least convicted of tzeachery to the 
Bourbon princes. In July 1812, he was assassinated at his viUa at 
Hackney, near London, by an Italian domestic, who, having mur< 
dered both the Count and.Countess, shot himself through (he head, 
leaving no dew to discover the motive of his villainy. It was remarks 
ed that the villain used Count d*£ntraigue8* own pistols and dagger, 
which, apprehensive of danger as a political intriguer, he had always 
ready prepared in his apartment. 
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pnxrfb of Pichegru^s comspondenoe wi<]| the aUied 
generals, and with the Bourbons, which placed his 
secret absolutely in the power of the General of Ita^- 
ly,vand might help to confirm the line of conduct 
which he had abready meditated to adoj^. 

Possessed of these documents, and sure that, in 
addressing a French army of the day, he would 
swim with the tide if he espoused the side of Repub- 
licanism, Buonaparte harangued his troops on the an« 
niversary of the taking the Bastile, in a manner cal- 
culated to awake their ancient democratic enthusiasm* 
^' Soldiers, this is the I4th July ! You see before you 
the names of your companions in arms, dead in the 
fieldof honour for the liberty of their country. They 
have set you an example, that you owe your liyes to 
thirty millions of Frenchmen, and to the national 
name, which has received new splendour from your 
victcoieB. Soldiers, I am aware you are deeply affibct* 
ed by the dangers which threaten the country. But 
she can be subjected to none which |tre real. The 
same men who made France triumph ove? united 
Europe, still live — Mountains separate us from 
France, but you would traverse them with the speed 
of eagles, were it necessary, to maintain the consti- 
tution, defend liberty, protect the government and 
the Kepublii^ans. Soldiers, the government watches 
over the laws as a sacred deposit committed to them« 



Digitized 



by Google 



80 LIFE OF 

The Royalists shall no longer show themselves but 
what they slmll cease to exist. Be without unean- 
ness, and let us swear by the manes of those heroes 
who have died by oi^ sides for liberty-— let us swvar, 
too, on our standards— -War to the enemies of the Re- 
public, and to the Constitution of the year Three !'^ 

It is needless to remark, that, under the Britidi 
constitution, or any other existing on fixed prin- 
ciples, the haranguing an armed body of soldiers, 
with the purpose of inducing them to interfere by 
force in any constitutional question, would be in one 
point of view mutiny, in another high treason. 

The hint so distinctly given by the general, was 
immediately adopted by the troops. Deep called to 
deep, and each division of the army, whatever its 
denomination, poured forth its menaces (£ military 
force and compulsion i^unst the ojqposition party in 
the Councils, who held opinions diffierent from those 
of thdr military diief, but which they had, at least hi- 
therto, only (^qiressed and supported by those means 
of resistance which the constitution placed in thdr 
power. In other words, the soldiers' idea of a repub- 
lic was, ihat tiie sword was to decide the constitu- 
tional debates, which give so much trouUe to mini- 
sters in a mixed or setded government The Preto- 
rian bands, the Strelitzes, the Janissaries, have all 
'm their turn entertained this primitive and simple 
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idea of refiMrming abuses in a BtatCi and changing, 
by the appliditton of military force, an unpopular 
dynasty, or an obnoxious ministry. 

It was not by distant menaces alone that Buona- 
parte aored the IKreetory at this important crisis. 
He dispatched Angereau to Paris, ostenably for the 
purpose of presenting the standards taken at Man- 
tua, but in reality to command the anned force which 
Ae majori^ of die Directory had determined to em- 
ploy against their dissentient colleagues, and the 
opponents of thar measures in the natbnal councils. 
Augereau was a bfamt, bold, stupid soldier, a devjo- 
ted Jacobin, whose principles were sufficiently well 
known to warrant his etan^ng upon no constitutional 
delicacies. But in case the Direotory failed, Buona- 
parte kept himself in readiness to march instantly to 
Lyons at the head of fifteen thousand men. There 
rallying the Republicans, and all who were attached 
to the Revolution, he would, according to his own 
wdl-chosen expression, like Csssar, have crossed the 
RaUcon at the head of the popukr party-— and end- 
ed, doubdesB, like Caesar, by himsdf jusur^ng the 
supreme oonunand, which he pretended to assert in 
l^ehalf of the people. 

But Buonaparte^s presence was mot so essentially 
necessary to the suppcnt of the Directory as he might 
have expected, or as he perhaps hoped. They had 
military aid nearer at hand. Disregarding a fuada- 
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mental law of the Constitution, which declared that 
armed troops should not be brought within a certain 
distance of the Legislative Bodies, they moved to- 
wards Paris a part of General Hoche^s army. The 
majority of the Councils becoming alarmed, prepared 
means of defence by summoning the National Guards 
to arms. But Augereau allowed them no time. He 
marched to their place of meeting, at the head of a 
considerable armed force. The guards stationed for 
their protection, surprised, or faithless, oSereA no 
resistance; and, proceeding as men possessed of 
the superior strength, the Directory treated their 
political opponents as state prisoners, arrested Bar- 
thelemy, (Camot* having fled to Geneva,) and made 
prisoners, in the Hall of the AssemUy and else- 
where, Willot, President of the Council of An- 
cients, Pichegru, President of that of the Five 
Hundred, and above one hundred and fifty deputies, 
journalists, and other public characters. As an ex- 
cuse for these arbitrary and illegal proceedings, 
the Directory made public the intercepted corres- 
pondence of Pichegru ; although few of the others 
involved in the same accusation were in the secret of 
the Royalist conspiracy. Indeed, though all who 
desired an absolute repose firom the revolutionary al- 
tercations which tore the country to pieces, began to 
look that way, he must have been a violent partizan 
of royalty indeed} that could have approved of the 
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conductor a general, who> like Pichq^, command- 
ing an anny, had made it his business to sacrifice 
his troops to the sword of the enemy, by disappoint* 
ing and deranging those plans which it was his duty 
to have carried into efiect* 

Few would at first believe Pichegru''s breach of 
fiuth ; but it was suddenly confirmed by a. proclama- 
tion of Moreau, who, in the course of the war, had 
intercepted a baggage waggon belonging to the Aus- 
trian general KUnglm, and became possessed of the 
whole secret correspondence, which, neyertheless, he 
had never mentioned, until it came out by the seizure 
of the Compte d'Entraigues^ portfolio. Then, in« 
deed, fearing perhaps the consequences of having 
been so long silent, Moreau published what he knew. 
Rq;nier had observed the same suspicious silence ; 
which seems to infer, that if these generals did not 
precisely favour the royal cause, they were not dis- 
posed to be active in detecting the o(mspiracies form- 
ed in its bdialf. 

The Directory made a tyrannical use of the power 
which they obtained by their victory of the 18th 
Fructidor, as this epoch was called. They spilt, 
indeed, no blood, but otherwise their measures against 
the defeated party were of the most illegal and op- 
pressive character. A law, passed in the heat of 
animosity, condemned two directors, fifty deputies, 
smd an hundred and forty-eight in^viduals of difi^e- 
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rent das«e$ (most of whom were persona of some 
character and influence), to be truoisported to the 
scorching and unhealthy deserts of Guiana, which, to 
many» was a sentence of lingering but certain death. 
They were barbarously treated, both on the passage 
to that dreadful place, and after they arrived there. 
.It was a singular part of their fate, that they foun^ 
several of the fiercest of their ancient enanies, the 
Jacobins, still cursing God and defyiDg man, in th|& 
same land of wretchedness and esdle. 

Besides these severities, various elections were {uc- 
bitrarily dissolved, and other strong measures of pub- 
lic safety, as they were called, adopted, to r^der the 
power c£ the Directory more indisputable. Buring 
this whole revolution, the lower portion of the pa- 
pulation, which used to be so much i^t^ted upw 
like occasions, remained perfectly quifstt ; the stri^le 
.lay exclusively between t\ie n^iddlfs classes, who iur 
dined to a government on the bas^s of royalty, ai^d 
the Dbectory, who, without having finy very tangi- 
ble class of political principles, had become possessed 
of the supreme power^ dedred to ret^ it, an4 ipade 
their point good by the assistance of the military. 

Buonaparte was muph dis^ippointed at the result of 
the 18th Fructidor, chiefly beqiuse, if less decisive, 
it would have ^ded more te his conseqi^en^, and 
haye given him an opportunity pf crossing, as he 
termed it, the Rubicon. As it was, the majority of 
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the Directors^^^Uuee men of no pardcular tal'^nt, 
ondistiiiguished alike I7 birth, by services to their 
eoimtry, or even by accidratai popularity, and tast, 
as it were by chance, upon supreme power,*-*iremained 
by the issue of the stru^le still the masters of the 
bold and ambitious conqueror, who probably already 
6h hb own vocation to be &r command radier than 
obedience* 

Napdeon appears by his Memoirs to hate regretted 
die violence with which the victorious Directors pro- 
secuted thdr perscmal revenge, which involved many 
fbr whom he had respect. He declares his own idea 
of piBddnnent would have gone no fiffther than im- 
priioniBg some of die most dangerous conspiTators, 
and placing others under the watchful superinten- 
dence of the pdice. He must have taken some pain- 
fill interest in thefkte of Camot in particular, whom 
he seems to have regarded as one of his most eflfective 
patrons.* Indeed, it is said that he was so much 
displeased with the Directory even prior to the 18th 
Vroctidor, that he refiised to remit a sum of money 
with which he had promised to aid them for the pur- 
pose of forwarding that event. Bairas^ secretary was 



* In Carnot*s Memoirs, the merit of discovering Buonaparte^s ta< 
lents and taUlng caie of fais piomotioD, is attributed to Caniot» rather 
than to Banras. However this may be, it is certain that Napoleon 
acknowledged great obligations to Carnot, and protested to liim per- 
petual gratitudc-^ee Moniteur, Tan 5, No. 140. 



Digitized 



by Google 



26 LIFE OF 

sent to task him with this contumacy ; which he did 
so unceremoniously, that the general, unused to ccm* 
tradiction, was about to order this agent to be shot ; 
but, on consideration, put him off with some insig- 
nificant reply* 

It followed, from the doubtful terms on which 
Buonaparte stood with the Directory, that they must 
have viewed his return to Paris with some apprehen- 
sion, when they considered the impression likely to be 
made on any capital, but especially on that of Paris, 
by the appearance there of one who seemed to be the 
chosen favouriteof Fortune, and to desenre herfiiYours 
by the use which he made of them. The mediocrity 
of such men as Barras never gives them so much em* 
barrassment, as when, being raised to an elevation 
above their desert, they find themselves placed in com* 
parison with one to whom nature has given the talents 
which their situation requires in themselves. The 
higher their condition, their demeanour is the more 
awkward ; for the fiu^titious advantages which they 
possess cannot raise them to the natural dignity of 
character, unless in the sense in which a dwarf, by the 
assistance of crutches, may be said to be as tall as a 
giant. The Directory had already found Buonaparte, 
on several occasions, a spirit of the sort which would 
not be commanded. Undoubtedly they would have 
been well pleased had it been possible to have found 
him employmeiit at a distance ; but as that seemed 
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difficult, they were obliged to look loimd for the 
means of employing him at home, or abide the tre- 
mendous risk of his finding occupation for himself. 

It is surprising that it did not occur to the Direc- 
tory to make at least the attempt of conciliating Buo- 
naparte, by providing for his future fortune largely 
and liberally, at the expense of the public. He de* 
served that attention to his private affairs, for he had 
himself entirely neglected them. While he drew firom 
the dominions which he conquered or overawed in 
Italy, immense sums in behalf of the French nation, 
which he applied in part to the support of the army, 
and in part remitted to the Directory, he kept no 
accounts, nor were any demanded of him ; but aocord- 
ing to his own account, he transmitted fifty millions 
of firancs to Paris, and had not remaining of his own 
funds, when he returned firom Italy, more than three 
hundred thousand. 

It is no doubt true, that, to raise these sums, Buo- 
naparte had .pillaged the old states, thus selling to 
the newly-formed commonwealths their liberty and 
equality at a very handsome rate, and probaUy 
leaving them in very little danger of corruption 
fi^m that wealth which is said to be the bane of re- 
publican virtue. But on the other hand, it must be 
acknowledged, that if the French general plundered 
the Italians as Cortez did the Mexicans, he did not 
reserve any considerable shiure of the spoil for his 
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own use, thoogh the opportunity was often in his 
power. 

The commissary Salicetti, his countryman, re« 
commended a less scrupulous line of conduct. Soon 
after the first successes in Italy, he acquainted Na- 
poleon that the Chevalier d^Este, the Duke of Mo- 
dena's brother and envoy, had four millions of francs, 
in gold, contained in four chests, prepared for his ac- 
ceptance. ^* The Directory and the Legiislative Bo- 
dies will never,^^ he said, ^^ acknowledge your ser- 
vices— ^your circumstances require the money, and 
the Duke will gain a protector." 

^< I thank you,^ said Buonaparte ; ^* but I will not 
for four millions place myself in the power of the 
Duke of Modena.'' 

The Venetians, in the last agony of their terrors, 
offered the Fr^ch general a present of seven mil- 
lions, which was refosed in the same manner. Aus^ 
tria also had made her profifers ; and they were no- 
thing less than a prindpaliiy in the empire, to be 
established in Napoleon^s favour, consisting of two 
hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants at least, a 
provision which would haviei put him out of danger of 
suffering by the proverbial ingratitude of a repuMic. 
The general transmitted his thanks to the Emperor 
fiir this proof of tlie interest which he took in his for- 
tune, but added, he could accept of no wealth or pre- 
ferment which did not proceed .from the French peo- 
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pie, and that he should be always satisfied widi ihe 
amount of revenue which they might be disposed to 
affi)rd him. 

But, however free from the wish to obtain wedth 
by any indirect meabs, Napole(m appeavs to hanre ex- 
pected, that in return &r public services of such uir* 
usual magnitude, some provision ought to^ have been 
made for him. An attempt was made to procure a 
public grant of the domain of Chambord, and alarge 
hotel in Paris, as an acknowledgment of the na^ 
tional gratitude for his brilliant sucoessea; but the 
I^rectory thwarted the proposal. 

The proposition respecting Chambord was not the 
only one of the kind. Malibran, a member of the 
Council of Five Hundred, made a motion that Buo- 
naparte should be endowed with a revenue, at the 
public chiurge, of fifty thousand livres annually, with 
a reversion to his wife of one half of that sum. It 
may be supposed that this motion had not been su£> 
fidently considered and preconcerted, nnce it was 
very indifferentiy received, and was evaded by the 
swaggering declaration of a member, that sudi glo^ 
rious deeds could not be rewarded by gold. So that 
the AfisemUy adopted tiie reasonable principle, Aat 
because the d^t of gratitude was too great to be 
paid in money, therefore he to whom it was due was 
to be sufiered to remain in comparative indigence— an 
economical mode of calculation, and not unlike that 
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iughpsounding doctrine of the civil law, which states, 
that a free man being smed on, and forcibly sold for 
a slave, shall obtam no damages on that account, 
because the liberty of a citizen is too transcendent- 
ly YaluaUe to be put to estimation. 

Whatever might be the motives of the Directory ; 
whether they hoped that poverty might depress 
Buonaparte^s ambition, render him more dependant 
on the government, and oblige him to r^nain in a 
private condition for want pf means to put himself 
at the head of a party ; or whether they acted with 
the indistinct and confused motives of little minds, 
who wish to injure those whom they fear, their con- 
duct was alike ungracious and impolitic. They ought 
to have calculated, that a generous mind would have 
been attached by benefits, and that a selfish one might 
have been deterred from more doubtful and ambitious 
projects, by a prospect of sure and direct advantage ; 
hut that marked ill-will and cUstrust must in every 
^ase render him dangerous, who has the power to 
be BO* 

Their plan, instead of resting on an attempt to 
conciliate the ambitious conqueror, and soothe him 
to the repose of a tranquil indulgence of independ- 
ence and ease,, seems to have been that of devising 
&r him new labours, like the wife of Eurystheus for 
the juvenile Hercules. If he succeeded, they may 
have privately counted upon securing the advantages 
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for themselyes ; if he failed, they were rid of a trou^ 
blesome riyal in the race of power and popularity. 
It was with these yiews that they proposed to Napo- 
leon to crown his mUitary glories, by assuming the 
command of the preparations made for the conc[ue8t 
.of England. 
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CHAPTER II. 

riew qf the reepective Situations of Great Britain and France, 
at the Period of Napoleons return from Italy.— Negotia^ 
tions at LisleSroken off; and Lord Malmesbury ordered to 
quit the Republic. — Army of England decreed, and BuonO' 
parte named to the Command — He takes up his Residence 
in Farts — Description of Ms personal Character and Man* 
ners, — Madame de Stael. — Public Honours paid to Napo* 
leon. — Project of Invasion terminated, and the real Views 
of the Directory discovered to be the Esppedition to Egypt.— ^ 
Armies of Italy and ihe Rhine, compared and contrasted,^^ 
Napoleon's Views and Notions in heading the Egyptian 
Expedition — those of the Directory regarding it^Its actual 
Impoiiey, — Curious Slatement regarding Buonaparte, pre^ 
viotis to his departure, given by Miot. — The Armament sails 
from Toulon^ on 19^A May 1798. — Napoleon arrives before 
Malta on 10th June — Proceeds on his course, and escaping 
the British Squadron, lands at Alexandria on the 1st July. 
^^Description of the various Classes of Nations who inhabit 
Egypt .--^l. The Fellahs and Bedouins—a. The Copkts-^ 
3. The Mamelukes. — Napoleon issues a Proclamation from 
Alexandria, against the Mamelukes — Marches against them 
on the 7th July. — Mameluke mode of fighting. — Discontent 
and disappointment of' the French troops and their Com^ 
manders — Arrive at Cairo. — BcUtle of the Pyramids on 2lsi 
of July, in which the Mamelukes were completely defeated 
and dispersed. — Cairo surrenders. 

It might have been thought^ such was the sue- 
cess of the French arms on the land, and of the Bri- 
tish upon the sea, that the war must now be near 
its natural and unavoidable termination, like a fire 
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when there no longer remain any combustibles to be 
devoured. Wherever water could bear them, the 
British vessels of war had swept the seas of the ene* 
my. The greater part of the foreign colonies belong* 
iog to France and her allies, among whom she now 
numbered Holland and Sjpain, were in the possession 
of the English, nor had France a chance of recover* 
iag them. On the contrary, not a musk^ was seen 
pointed agaiust France on the continent ; so that it 
seemed as if the great rival nations, fighting with 
different weapons and on different elements, mist 
at length give up a contest, in which it was almost 
impossible to come to a decisive struggle. 

An attempt accordingly was made, by the negotia- 
tion of Lisle, to bring to a period the war, which ap- 
peared now to'subsist entirely without an object. Lord 
Malmesbury, on that occasion, gave in, on the part 
of Britain, an offer to surrender all the conquests 
she had made fix)m France and her allies ; on condi* 
tion of the cession of Trinidad, on the part of Spain, 
and of the Cape of Gt>od Hope, Cochm, and Ceylon, 
on the part of Holland, with some stipulations in 
favour of the Prince of Orange and his adherents 
in the Netherlands. The French commissioners, in 
reply, declared, that thdr instructions required that 
the English should make a complete cession of their 
conquests, without any equivalent whatsoever ; and 
they inristed, as indispensaUe preliminaries, that the 
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Kiag6f Great Batain shotild lay aaid« his tttolar d^ 
signatioii of King of France—that the Toulon fleet 
should be re8tored-*-*and that the English should 
renounce their right to certain mortgages over the 
Netherlands* for money lent to the Emperor. Lord 
Mahnesbury, of course* rejected a sweeping s^ of 
inopositions, which decided every question against 
England even before the negotiation commenced^ 
and solicited the Figench to offer some modified form 
of treaty* The 18th Fructidor, however, had in the 
intiom taken place, and the Republican party, being 
in possession of complete authority, broke off the 
negotiation, if it could be called such, abruptly, and 
ordered the English ambassador out of the dominions 
ofthe Republic with very little ceremony. It was now 
prodaimed generally, that the existence of the Eng« 
lifih Carthage in the neighbourhood of the French 
Rome was altogether inadmissible ; that England 
must be subdued once more, as in the times of Wil- 
liam the Conqueror ; and the hopes of a complete 
jsnd final victory over their natural rival and enemy, 
as the two nations are but overapt to esteem each , 
other, presented so flattering a prospect, that there 
was scarce a party in France, not even amongst the 
Royalists, which did not enter on what was expected 
to prove the decisive contest, with the revival of all 
those feelings of bitter animosity that had distin- 
guished past ages. 

Towards the end of October 1797, the Directory 
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announced that there should be instantly assemUed 
on the shores of the ocean an army, to be called the 
Armj of England, and that the Citizen-General 
Buonaparte was named to the command. The intel« 
ligence was received in every part of France with all 
the triumph which attends the anticipation of certais 
victory. The address of the Directory numbered all 
the conquests which France had won, and the efforts 
she had made, and prepared the French nation to 
expect the fruit of so many victories and sacrifices 
when they had punished England for her perfidy and 
maritime tyranny. ^^ It is at London where the mis* 
fortunes of all Europe are forged and manufactured 
-^It is in London that they must be terminated.^ In 
a solemn meedng held by the Directory, for the pur« 
pose of receiving the treaty of peace with Austria, 
which was presented to them by Berthier and Mong6 
on the part of Buonaparte, the latter, who had been 
one of the commissioners for pillagbg Italy of her 
pictures and statues, and who looked, doubtless, to 
a new harvest of rarities in England, accepted, on 
the part of the army and general, the task imposed 
by the French rulers. "The government of England 
and the French Bepublic cannot both continue to 
exist— you have given the word which shall fall-«-> 
already our victorious troops brandish their arms, 
and Sdpio is at their head.'^ 
While this fiuroe, for such it proved, was actmg in 
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Paris, the Chief of the intended enterprise arrived 
there, and took up his abode in the same modest 
house which he had occupied before becoming the 
conqueror of palaces. The community of Paris, with 
much elegance, paid their successful general the 
compliment of changing the name of the street &om 
Rue Chantereine to Rue des Victoires. 

In a metropolis where all is welcome that can vary 
the tedium of ordinary life, the arrival of any remark- 
able person is a species of holiday ; but such an emi* 
nent character as Buonaparte— the conqueror*— the 
sage — ^the politician— -the undaunted braver of every 
difficulty — ^the invincible victor in every battle— who 
had carried the banners of the Republic from Genoa 
till their approach scared the Pontiff in Rome, and 
the Emperor in Vienna, was no everyday wonder. 
His youth, too, added to the marvel, and still more 
the claim of general superiority over the society in 
' which he mingled, though consisting of the most dis- 
tinguished persons in France ; a superiority cloak- 
ing itself with a species of reserve, which inferred, 
^< You may look upon me, but you cannot penetrate 
or see through me."" Napoleon^s general manner in 
society, during this part of his life, has been descri- 
bed by an observer of first-rate power ; according to 
whom, he was one for whom the admiration which 
could not be refiised to him, was always mingled with 
a portion of fear. He was different in his manner from 
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pther meib and ndither pleased nor angry, kind nor 
fievere, after the common fiuhion of humanity. He 
aj^eared to live for the execution of his own plans, 
and to omsider others only in so fiir as they were 
4)Dnnected with, and could adyance or oppose them. 
He estimated his fellow-mortals no otherwise than as 
they could be useful to hut views ; and, with a preci- 
sion of inteUig^ice whidi seemed intuitive from its ra« 
pidity, he penetrated the sentiments of those whom it 
was worth his while to study. Buonaparte did not then 
possess the ordinary tone of light conversation in so- 
ciety ^ probably his mind was too much burthened or 
too proud to stoop to adopt that mode of pleasing, and 
there was a stiffness and reserve of manner, which was 
perhaps adopted for the purpose of keeping people at 
a distance. His look had &e same character. When 
he thought himself closely observed, he had the power 
of discharging from his countenance all expression, 
save that of a vague and indefinite smile, and pre* 
senting to the curious investigator the fixed eyes and 
ri^d features of a bust of marble. 

When he talked with the purpose of pleasing, 
Buonaparte often told anecdotes of his life in a very 
pleasing manner ; when silent, he had something dis*- 
dainful in the expression of his face; when dis*' 
posed to be quite at ease, he was, in Madame de 
StaePs opinion, rather vulvar. His natural tone of 
feeling seemed to be a sense of internal supericndty, 



Digitized 



by Google 



88 LIFE OF 

aim) of seeret contempt for th6 woxU in whiek te 
lived, the men with whom he acted, and even tills 
very objects whidi he pursued. His character and 
manners were upon the whole strongly calculated to 
. attract the attention of the French nation, and to e^ 
cite a perpetual interest even from the very mystery 
which attached to him, as well as from the splendour 
of his triumphs. The supreme power was residing 
in the Luxembourg ostensibly ; but Paris was aware, 
that the means whidi had raised, and which must 
support and extend that power, were to be found in 
the humble mansion <^the newly-christened Bue des 
Vktobes. 

Some of these features are perhaps harshly design* 
ed, as being drawn recentibus odits. The disa- 
greement between Buonaparte and Madame de Stael, 
from whom we have chiefly described them, is well 
known. It originated about this time, when, as a 
first-rate woman of talent, she was naturally desirouft 
to attract the notice ofthe Victor of Victors. Theyap« 
pear to have misunderstood each other ; for the lady, 
who ought certainly to know best, has informed us, 
^^ that far from feeling her fear of Buonaparte remo- 
. ved by repeated meetings, it seemed to increase, and 
. his best exertions to please could not overcome her in-i 
. vincible aversbn for what she found in his charac* 
ter."^ His ironical contempt of excellence of every 
kind, operated like ihe swoid in nxmanoe, which 
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ftoxe wbHe h iMmdeck BaoMpme seem nevtr lo 
fa«v« tfospected the secfet aiid mysterio^ 
ifMdk he impressed the mg^ous author of Coriime ; 
on the contrary. Las €asas tells us that she obmlttAed 
an her efforts, and all her imeans, to make an impres- 
flion on the generaL She wrote to him when distant, 
and, as the Count ungallantly expresses it, tormented 
him when present. In truth, to use an Established 
Frendi phrase, they stood in a false position with 
respect to each other. Madame de Stael might he 
pardoned for Ainkiug that it would be difficult to 
resist her wit and her tdent, when exerted with the 
purpose of pleasing ; but Buonajtote was disposed 
to repel, rather than encourage the adrances of one 
whose views were so shrewd, and her observation sd 
Iceen, while her sex permitted hex to pnsh her inqui- 
ries farther than one man might have dared to do in 
^Bonvarsing with wother. She certainly cKd desire to 
look into him <* with considerate eyes,*^ and on one 
occasion put his alnlities to the proof, by asking him 
rather abruptly, m the middle of a brilliant party at 
TaUqrrand's, *^ Whom he esteemed the greatest wo- 
man in the world, alive or dead ?""-—<* Her, madam, 
that has borne the most children,^ answered Buona- 
parte, with much appearance of inmplicity. • Diaoon* 
^eerted by the reply, she obsarved, that he was report- 
ed not to be a great admuer of the fiur sex. **Iasn 
very fond ef my wife, madam,^ he replied, with one of 
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tboM brief and yet piquant obaenrationa, which ad- 
joumedadebateas prompdy asoneof his dharactma- 
tic manoettYres would haye ended a battle. From 
this period there was enmity between Buonaparte and 
Madame de Stael; and at different times he treated 
her with a harshness which had some appeaialice of 
actual personal dislike, though perhaps rather direct- 
ed against the female politician than the woman of 
literature. After his &11, Madame de Statl relented 
in her resentment to him ; and we remember her, du- 
ring the campaign of 1814, presaging in society how 
the walls of Troyes were to see a second invasion and 
defeat of the Huns, as had taken place in the days of 
Attila, while the French Emperor was to enact the 
second Theodorick. 

In the meantime, while popular feeling and the 
approbation of distinguished genius were thus seek- 
ing to pay court to the youthful conqueror, the 
Directory found themsdyes obliged to render to him 
that semhlance of homage which could not have 
been withheld without giying much offence to general 
oi»nion, and injuring those who omitted to pay it, 
much more than him who was entitled by the una- 
nimous voice to reoeiye it. On the 10th of Decem- 
ber, the Directory receiyed Buonaparte in public, with 
honours which the Republican goyemment had not 
yet conferred on ai^ subject, and which must have 
seemed incongruous to those who had any recollection 
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of/tte liberty and equality, omee so emphatically 
pronounced to be the talismaii of French prosperity. 
The ceremony took place in the great court of the 
Luxembourg palace, where the Directory, surround- 
ed by all that was officially important or distinguish- 
ed by talent, received from Buom^mrte's hand the 
confirmed treaty of Campo Formio* The deliyery 
of this document was accompanied by a speech firom 
Buonaparte, in which he told^the Directory, that, 
in order to establish a constitutipn founded on rea- 
son, it was necessary that eighteen centuries of pre- 
judices should be conquered — ^^ The constitution of 
the year three, and you, have triumphed over all 
diese obstades."" The triumph lasted exactly until 
the year eight, when the orator himself overthrew 
the constitution, destroyed the power of the rulers 
who had overcome the prejudices of eighteen oentu* 
ries, and reigned in their stead. 

The French, who had banished religion firom 
thdr thoughts, and from their systan of domestic 
policy, yet usually preserved some perverted cere- 
mony connected with it, on public solemnities. They 
had disused the exerdses of devotion, and expressly 
disowned the existence of an object of worship ; yet 
they could not do witiiout altars, and hymns, and 
rites, upon such occasions as the present The Gene- 
nd, conducted by Barras, the President of die Direc- 
tory, approached an erection, termed the Altar of 
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tfM Comfrff irheie they went dmnigh TBitoos ap- 
propriate ceremonies, and at length dismissed a ntt* 
meroiis assemUy, muoh edified with what they had 
seen. The two Councils, or Representative Bodies, 
also gave a splendid banquet in honour of Buona- 
parte. And what he appeued to receiye with more 
particular satisfaction than these maris:s of distinction, 
<he Institute admitted him a member of its body in 
the room of his friend Camot (who was actually a 
ftigitive, and belieyed at the time to be dead), while 
the poet Cbenier promulgated his praises, and fiire^ 
leld his futmre triumphs, and his approachbg con- 
quest of England. 

There is nothing less philosophical than to attach 
ridicule to the customs of other nations, merely be- 
t^use th^ differ from those of our own ; yet it marks 
the differ^ioe between England and her continental 
neighbour, that the two Houses of Parliament never 
thought of giving a dinner to Marlborough, nor did 
the Royal Society choose his successor in the path 
of victory a member by acclamation ; although the 
British nation in dther case acquitted themselves of 
ihe debt of gratitude wluch they owed their illustri. 
ous generals, in the humUer and more vulgar mode 
of conferring on both large and princely domains. 

Meantime the threat of invasion was maintained 
with unabated earnestness. But it made no imprea- 
sbn on the British, or rather it stimulated men of 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BQOHAPABTE. M 



idl. xwks ll> boxy ieimpwikrf «hd pirty i 
iibottt poUticg, and baid themselves, with the whde 
Clergy of their national character, to confront and 
resist the preparations made against them. Their 
detennination waa animated by recollections of their 
own teaditional gallantiy, which bad so often in* 
flicted the deepest wounds upon France, and was 
not now likely to give up to anything short of the 
most dire necessity. The benefits were then seen 
of a firee amstitutioii, which permits the venom of 
partyspirit to evaporate in open debate. Those who 
had differed on the question of peiace or war, were 
unanimous in that of national defence, and resistance 
to the common enemy ; and those who appeared in 
ihe vulgar eye engaged in unappeasable contention, 
were the most eager to unite themselves together for 
these prarposes, as men employed in fencing would 
tibrow down the foils and draw their united swords, if 
disturbed by the approach of robbers. 

Buonaparte in the meanwhile made a complete 
survey of the coast of the British channel, pausing at 
6ach remarkable point, and making those remarks and 
calculations which induced liim to adopt at an after 
period the r^iewal of th^ project for a descent upon 
England* Theresultof his observations dedded his 
opmion, that in the {wesent case the undertaking 
ought to be abandoned* The immense preparations 
and violent threats of invadon were carried into no 
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man wmom effect than the hmding of about twelve 
or fourteen hundred Frenchmen^ under a Oeneral 
Tate, at Fishguard, in South Wales. They were 
without artillery, and behaved rather like men whom 
a shipwreck had cast on a hostile shore, than like an 
invading enemy, as they gave themselves up as pii^ 
soners without even a show of defence to Lord Caw- 
dor, who had marched against them at the head of 
a body of the Welsh militia, hastily drawn togediet 
on die alarm. The measure was probably only to 
be considered as experimental, and as such must 
have been regarded as an entire failtffe. 

The demonstrations of invasion, however, were os- 
tensibly continued, and everything seemed arranged 
on either side for a desperate collision betwixt the two 
most powerful nations in Europe. But the proceedings 
of p^tidans resemble those of the Indian traders 
called Banians, who seem engaged in talking aboutor^^ 
dinary and trifling affairs, while, with their hands con- 
cealed beneath a shawl that is spread between them, 
they are secretly debating and adjusting, by signs, bar- 
gains of the utmost importance. While all France and 
England had their eyes fixed on the fleets and armies 
destined against the latter country, the Directory 
and their general had no intention of using these pre- 
parations, except as a blind to cover their real olgect, 
which was the celebrated expedition to Egypt. 
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While yet in Italy, Baonaparte had suggested to 
theDirectoxy (13th September 1797) the adyantage 
which might be derived firom s^ziog upon Malta, 
vhich he represented as an easy prixe. The knights, 
he said, were odious to the Maltese inhalntants, and 
were almost starving ; to augment which state of dis- 
tress, and increase that incapacity of defence, he had 
already confiscated their Italian property. He then 
proceeded to intimate, that being possessed of Corfti 
and Malta, it was natural to take possession of 
Egypt. Twenty-fiye thousand men, with eight or ten 
ships of the line, would be sufficient for the expedi^ 
tion, which he suggested might depart from the coasts 
of Italy. 

Talleyrand, then minister for foreign affairs, (in 
his answer of 23d September,) saw the utmost advan- 
tage in the design upon Egypt, which, as a colony, 
would attract the commerce of India to Europe, in 
preference to the circuitous route by the Cape of Good 
Hope. This correspondence proves that even before 
Buonaparte left Italy, he had conceived the idea of 
the Egyptian expedition, though probably only as one 
of die vast and vague schemes of ambition which 
success in so many perilous enterprises had tended 
to foster. There was something of wild grandeur in 
the idea, calculated to please an amUtious ima^a- 
tion. He was to be placed far beyond the reach of 
any command superior to his own, and left at his own 
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duKsretioBL to tlie eztendii^ ooii^piests, and perhftps 
founding an eminre, in a country long considered as 
tke cradle of knowledge, and celebrated in sacred and 
, ppofane history as having been the scene of aadent 
events and distant revolutions, which, through the 
remoteness of ages, possess a gloomy and mysterious 
effect on the fancy. The first specimens of early art 
also were to be found among the gigantic ruins of 
Egypt, and its time-ddying monuments of antiquity* 
This had its eflect upon Buonaparte, who affected so 
particularly the spedes of fame which attaches to the 
protector and extender of science, philosophy, and 
the fine arts. On this subject he had a ready and wSL 
ing counsellor at hand* Monge, the artist and vv^ 
tuoso, was Bttonaparte^s confidant on this oocasioB, 
and there is no doubt encouraged him to an under* 
taking which promised » rich harvest to the antiqua^ 
rian, among the ruins of temples and palaces, hitherto 
imperfectly examined. 

But although the sulgect was mentioned betwixt 
the Directory and their ministers and Buonaparte, 
yet before adopting the course which the project 
opened,. the general was probably determined to see 
the issue of the revolutbn of the 18th FructidcH*; 
doubting, not unreasonably, whether the conquerors 
in that struggle could so far avail themselves of the 
victory which they had obtained over the augorily i£ 
the National B^presentatives, as td consolidate and 
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estiMidi on a finn fiyondatioii their own Authorily. 
He knev the Directory theoduselyes were popular with 
none^ The numerous party, who were now in> 
cliiied to a monarchical goTemment, regarded theia 
with honrot. Th^ army, though supporting them 
father than coalesce with the Royalists, despised and 
disliked them ; the violent Republicans remembered 
their actiTe share in Robespiene^s downfall, and the 
ccmdcmifations which followed the detected conspU 
tacy of Baboeuf, and were in no respect better dispo« 
sed to their domination. Thus despised by the army» 
dreaded by the Royafists,and detested by the Repub- 
licans, the Directorial government appeared to rraiain 
standing, only btoiuse the factions to whom it was 
unacceptable were afraid of each other^s attaining a 
superiority in the struggle, which must attend its 
downfalL 

This crisis of public affairs was a tempting oppor- 
tunity for such a character as Buonaparte, whose al- 
most incredible successes, unvaried by a single re* 
verse which deserved that name, naturally fixed the 
eyes of the multitude, and indeed of the nation at 
large, upon him, as upon one who seemed destined 
to play the most distinguished part in any of those 
new changes, which the mutable state of the Fr^dch 
government seemed rapidly preparing* 

The people, naturally partial to a victor, followed 
11 
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him 6Terywhere with acclamations, and his soldiers, 
in their camp-songs, spoke of pulling the attorneys 
out of the seat of government, and installing their 
victorious generaL Even already, for the first time 
since the commencement of the Revolution, the 
French, losing their recent habits of thinking and 
speaking of the nation as a body, began to interest 
themselves in Napoleon as an individual ; and that 
exclusive esteem of his person had already taken 
root in the public mind, which afterwards formed 
the foundation of his throne. 

Yet, in spite of these promising appearances. Na- 
poleon, cautious as well as enterprising, saw that the 
time was not arrived when he could, without great 
risk, attempt to possess himself of the supreme go- 
vernment in France. The soldiers of Italy were in- 
deed at his devotion, but there was another great and 
rival army belonging to the Republic, that of the 
Rhine, which had never been under his command, 
never had partaken his triumphs, and which natu- 
rally looked rather to Moreau than to Buonaparte as 
their general and hero. 

Madame de Stael describes the soldiers from these 
two armies, as resembling each other in nothing save 
the valour which was common to both. The troops 
of the Rhme, returning from hard-fov^ht fields^ 
which, if followed by victory, had affinrded but little 

12 
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jAinMler, exidbiled still the seFete simplioity which 
had been affected under the rqmblieait model ; 
whereas the army «f Italy had leqped richer spoUs 
than barren laurefli alone, and made a dii^ay of 
wealth and enjoyment which showed they had not 
neglected tiheir own interest while adyancbg the ban- 
ners of France. 

It was not IflEcly, while such an army as that of 
the Rhine existed^ 4>pposed by rivalry aad the jea^ 
lousy of fame to Ae tseops of Buanaparte, that the 
latter duorid hare succeeded in pladng faiaiseif atthe 
headof affairs. Besides, ^efereesoBwhidi he oovid 
depend were ^staat Eortmie hadnotaffiirdedhim 
Ae neeessaiy pretest for crossing, as he lermed it, 
Ae Rubicon, aadbnngii^ twcHty thousand men to 
Lyons. Meveau,J'Csirda]i,KlcdKr,]iadallhighxj^a- 
tations, scarce inferior to his own ; and the tnsops who 
had served under them were diqwsedtoefeTatelliem 
even to an equality with die C(mqueror of Italy. 
Buonaparte also knew that Ms ^popnlariQr, though 
great, was not universal. He was disliked by the 
middle classes, from Teeolleotion of his oeannaiidhig 
during the affiar«f the SeotieBB<xf Paris ; and numy of 
the Republicans exolainied against him lor his sur- 
rea d e img Venice to ike Austriaas. In a word, iie was 
too «uf& dbewed and ificoaimod^diby 0diets to per- 
mk his iahing with foil ^rigour the peribim spring ne- 
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cesaary to place Urn in the seat of supreme authority, 
though there vere not wanting those who would faSn 
have persuaded him to venture on a course so daring. 
To such counsellors he answered, that ^^ il^Jruit 
was not ripe^'^h bint which implied that appetite 
was not wanting, thbugh prudence forbade the ban- 
quet 

Laying aside, therefore, the character of General 
of the Army of England, and adjourning to a foture 
day the conquest of that hostile island ; silendng at 
the same time the internal wishes and the exterior 
temptations which ui^ed him to seize the supreme 
power, which seemed escaping from those who held 
it, Napoleon turned his eyes and thoughts eastward, 
and meditated in the distant countries of the rising 
sun, a scene worthy his talents, his military skilly and 
•his ambition. 

' The Directory, on the other hand, eager to rid 
themselTes of his perilous vicinity, hastened to ac- 
complish the means of his expedition to Egypt, upon 
a scale fiur more formidable than any which had yet 
sailed from modem Europe, for the invasion and 
subjection of distant and peacefol realms. > 

It was soon whispered abroad that the invasion of 
England was to be postponed, until the Conqueror of 
Italy, having attained a great and national olgect, by 
the success of a secret expedition fitted out on a 
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scale of stupendous magnitude, should be at leisure 
to resume the conquest of Britam. 

But Buonapaxte did not limit his views to those 
of aimed conquest ; he meant that these should be 
softened by mingling with them schemes of a literary 
and scientific character, as if he had deored, as some 
one said, that Minerva should march at the head of 
his expedition, holdmg in one hand her dreadful 
lance, and with theother introdudng the sciences and 
the muses. The various treasures of art whidi had 
been transferred to the capital by the influence of his 
arms, gave the general of the Italian army a right 
to such distinctions as the French men of literature 
could confer ; and he was himself possessed of deep 
fidentific knowledge as a mathematician. He became 
apparently much attached to learned pursuits, and 
woie die uniform of the Institute on all occasions 
when he was out of military eostume. This affecta- 
tion of uniting the enc0uragement of letters and 
science with his mUitary tactics, led to a new and 
peculiar branch of the intended expedition. 

The pubMc observed with astonishment a detach- 
ment of no less than one hundred men, who had cul- 
tivated the arts and sciences, or, to use the French 
phrase, savcmtSy selected for the purpose of joining 
this mysterious expedition, of which the object still 
remained a secret ; while all classes of people asked 
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eMh other what new^qoarter of the world France had 
determined to colonize, since she seemed preparing at 
once to subdue it by her arms, and to enrich it with the 
treasures of ^r sdenee and literature. This singuhur 
department of the expedition, the first of the kind 
which ever accompanied an invading army, was libe- 
rally supplied with booka, philosophical instruments, 
and ail means of prosecudng the eevesni departments 
of knowledge* 

Buonaparte did not, howeyer^ trust to the supe- 
riority of science to ensure the conquest of Egypt. 
He was fully provided with more eiFectual means. 
The land forces belonging to the expedition were of 
the most formidable description. Twenty-five thou* 
sand men, chiefly veterans selected from his own 
Italian army, had in their list of generak sub(»dinate 
to Buonaparte the names of Kleber, Dessaix, Ber^ 
thiar, J^Ugnier^ Murat, Lannes, Andreossi, Menou, 
Belliard, and others well Igiown in the revolutionary 
wars. Four hundred transports were assembledfordie 
conveya^ice of the troops. Thirteen ships of the line, 
and four frigates, commanded by Admiral Bnieycs, 
an experienced and gaUantojScer, fi>rmed the escort of 
the expedition ; a finer and more formidaUe one dian 
which never sailed on so bold an adventure. 

We have already touched upon the secret olgeets 
of tbi« ari»ament. The Directory were desirous to 
be rid of Buonaparte, who might become a dangerous 
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conp^tilor ui thepraiaiM; uBsetdecTstate of iheFxench 
gQ^erameiit. Buonquirto, on hk side, accepted the 
c<Hii]iuiiid, beeaose it opened a scene of ecmqueat wor* 
thy of Iw amlttlioa. A separate and unc(Hi|^ed com> 
maad over so gallant an army seemed to promise him 
die conquest and the sovereignty, not of Egypt only, 
but of Syria, Turkey, perhaps Constantinople, the 
Queeai of the East ; and he himself afterwards more 
Ijhan hinted, that but for controlling circumstances, he 
would have bent his whole mind to the establishment 
pf an oriental dynasty, and left France to her own des* 
tinies. When a subaltern officer of artillery, he had 
nourished the hope of being King of Jerusalem. In. 
his present situation of dignity and strength, the sove- 
reignty of an Emperor of the universal East, or of a 
Caliph of Egypt at the least, was a mor€» commensu- 
rate object of ambition. 

The private motives of the government and of the 
general are therefore easily estimated. But it is not 
so easy to justify the Egyptian expedition upon any 
views of sound national policy. On the contrary, * 
the object to be gained by so much risk, and at the 
same time by an act of aggression upon the Ottoman 
Porte, the ancient ally of France, to whom Egypt 
belonged, was of very doubtful utility* The immense 
fertility of the alluvial provinces irrigated by the 
Nile, no doubt renders thdr sovereignty a matter of 
great consequence to the Turkish empire, which, from 
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the oppressed state of their agriculture everywhere, 
and from the rocky and barren character of their Gre- 
cian proyinces, are not in a condition to supply the 
capital withgrain, didtibey not draw it from that nerer- 
failing land. But France herself, fully supplied from 
her own resources, had no occasion to send her best 
general, and hazard her veteran army, for the pur- 
pose of semng a distant province, merely to facilitate 
her means of feeding her population. To erect thai 
large country into a French colony, would have re- 
quired a drain of population, of expense, and of 
supplies of all sorts, which France, just recovering 
from the convulsion of her Revolution, was by no 
means fit to encounter. The climate, too, is insalu- 
brious to strangers, and must have been a constant 
cause of loss, until, in process of time, the colonists 
had become habituated to its peculiarities. It is far- 
ther to be considered, that the most perfect and ab- 
solute success in the undertaking, must have ended, 
not in giving a province to the French Republic, but 
a separate and independent kingdom to her victori- 
ous and ambitious general. Buonaparte had paid 
but slight attention to the commands of the Direc- 
tory when in Italy. Had he realized his proposed 
conquests in the east, they would have been sent 
over the Mediterranean altogether in vain. 

Lastly, the state of war with England subjected 
this attempt to add Egypt to the French dominions. 
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to the risk of defeftt> eidier by the naval stmigth of 
Britain interposing between France and her new 
possessions, or by her land forces from India and 
Europe, making a combined attack upon the French 
army which occupied Egypt; both which events ac- 
tually came to pass. 

It is true, that, so far from dreading the English 
forces which were likely to be employed against them, 
the French regarded as a recommendaticm to the con^ 
quest of Egypt, that it was to be the first step to the 
destruction of the British power in India ; and Na- 
poleon contmued to the last to consider the conquest 
of Egypt as the forerunner of that of universal Asia* 
His eye, which, like that of the eagle, saw far and 
wide, overlooking, however, obstacles which distance 
rendered diminutive, beheld little more necessary than 
the toilsome marches of a few weeks, to achieve the 
conquests of Alexander the Great. He had ahready 
counted the steps by which he was to ascend to 
Oriental monarchy, and has laid before the world a 
singular reverie on the probabilities of success. ^^ If 
Saint John d'Acre had yielded to the French arms,^' 
said he, ^^ a great revolution would have been ac- 
complished in the East; the general-in-chief would 
have founded an empire there, and the destinies of 
France would have undergone different combinations 
from those to which they were sulgected.'' 
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In tfab'Cleclmtkm we xeeogoiM one ef the pec»* 
liarities of Buonapnte^s dispontion, wludi lefnsed to 
dlow ef any difficulfies or dangen save tbose, of 
wkidi,^ having actindly happened^ the existenoe oonld 
Botbedispntedr The small Britbh fioEoe befoxe Aoe 
was sufficient to destroy his whole plans of conqoest; 
but how many other means of destraction might Pro- 
videDoe hare employed for the same porpoee ! The 
plagne^the desert^— mutiny amoi^ his soldiera-^ 
eonn^ and enterprise, inspired by favoinraUe ck* 
oHiistaaeea into the tribes by whom his progress was 
iqpposed^^thecompiitationof these, andotherehances, 
ovght tahavetanghthim toadcnowledge, that hehad 
not been discomfited by the only hazard which eofdd 
hove disconcerted his enterprise; bat that, had such 
been the will of God, the sands of Syria might have 
ptOYed as fatal as the snows of Russia, and the sci» 
mitars of the Turks as the lances of the Cossadoau 
In irords, a march fiN>m Egypt to India is easily de* 
•ckibed, and still more easily measured off with oobl* 
l^ses upon the map of the world. But in practice, 
and widi an army opposed as the French would pro- 
bably have been at every step, if it had been only from 
iMiTeti of religious antipathy, when the French ge^ 
neral arrived at the sLirts of British India, with forces 
thus diminished, he would have had in front the 
whole British army, commanded by generals acou/i- 
tomed to make war upon a scale almost as enlarged 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BVONArAKTK. 57 

aa ke himaelf fmedaal, and a nocmUmtA ta TktMies 
not less decinve. 

We should fail into the same error whidh we 
cemuie^ did ire antidpefee vhat mij^t have bean 
the result a£ sudi a meeting. Even while we dain 
the probability of adrantage &nt the army moat mi- 
aseroag^ and best proTided with guna and stores^ we 
dlow the strife must hare been dreadful and du- 
bious. But if Napoleon really thought he had only 
to sliofw himsdf in India, to ensure the destruction of 
ibe Batiflh empire there, he had not calculated the 
ojqming strength with the cautbn to have been ex* 
pected fiom so great a general. He has been repre- 
sented, indeed, as boasting of the additions which he 
would have made to his army, by the co-operation of 
nadTcs trained after the French disdpUne. But can 
it be supposed that these hasty levies could be brought 
into such complete order as to face the native troops 
ef British India, so long and so justly distinguished 
fiir approaching Europeans in courage and discipline, 
and excelling them perhaps in temperance and subor* 
dination? 

' In a word, the Egyptian expedition, unless con* 
sidered with reference to the private views of the Di- 
rectory, and of their general, must have been re* 
gsrded from the beginning, as promising no results 
in the slightest degree worthy of the great risk incur- 
red, by draining France of the flower of her army. 
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Meanwhile, the moment of departure approached* 
The blockading squadron, commanded by Nelson, 
was blown off the coast by a gale of wind, and so 
much damaged that they were obliged to run down 
to Sardinia. The first and most obvious obstacle to 
the expedition was thus removed. The various squa- 
drons from Genoa, Civita Veochia, and Bastia, set 
sail and united with that which abeady lay at Tou« 
Ion. 

Yet it is said, though upon slender audiority, that 
even at this latest moment Buonaparte showed some 
inclination to abandon the command of so doubtful 
and almost desperate an expedition, and wished to 
take the advantage of a recent dispute between 
France and Austria, to remain in Europe. The 
misunderstanding arose from die conduct of Bema- 
dottes ambassador for the Republic at Vienna, who 
incautiously displayed the national colours before 
hb hotel, in consequence of. which a popular tu- 
mult arose, and the ambassador was insulted. In 
their. first alarm, lest this incident should occa- 
sion a renewal of the war, the Directory hastily de- 
termined to suspend Buonaparte^s departure, and 
dispatch him to Rastadt, where the congress was 
still sitting, with full powers to adjust the difference. 
Buonaparte accepted the commission, and while he 
affected to deplore the delay or miscarriage of ^^ the 
greatest enterprise which he had ever meditated/' 
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^wit>te in tecreC to Cottnt Cobentzel, now minister of 

foreign afFairs at Vienna, inviting bim to a conference 

at Rastadt, and hinting at political changes, by which 

the difficiilfies attending the execution of the treaty 

of Canipo Formio might be taken away. The tenor 

of this letter having become known to the Directory, 

and it appearing to them that Buonaparte dedgned to 

make that mission a pretext for interesting Cobentael 

in some change of government in France, in which 

he deemed it advisable to obtain the concurrence of 

Austria, they instantly resolved, it is said, to com* . 

pel him to set sail on the expedition to Egypt* 

Barras, charged with the commission of notifying to 

the general this secmid alteration of his destination, 

had an interview with Buonaparte in private, and 

at his own house. The mien of the Director was 

clouded, and, contrary to his custom, he scarcely 

spoke to Madame Buonaparte. When he retbed, 

Buonaparte Aut himself up in his own apartment 

for a short time, then gave directions for his instant 

departure from Paris for Toulon. These partieulars 

are given as certain by Miot ;* but he allies no 

authority for this piece of secret hiatoryi - There 

seems, however, little doubt, that the command of the 

Egyptian expedition was bestowed on Buonaparte 



• MImwxes pour servir a rHistoira des Exp^tions en Egyp* •* 
en Syrie. Introduction, p. xx. 
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by the Durectory as a species of oetradsm, ar h^ 
jumraMe bftnisliaient from France, 

At the moment of departure, Buonaparte made 
one of those singular harangues, which^iTince such 
a mixture of talent and energy with had taste and 
hombast He promised to introduce t}iose irho had 
warred on the mountains and in the plains, to maris- 
lime combat ; and to a great part of the ezpeditioft 
he kept l^is word too truly, as Aboukir could wit- 
ness. He reminded tibem that the Romans combat* 
. ted Carthage by sea as well as land — ^he proposed to 
conduct them, in the nanio of the Goddess of Liber, 
ty, to the most distant regions and oceans, and he 
poncluded by promising to each individual of his 
Urmy seyen acres of land. Whether thii? distribu* 
tipn of property was to take place on the banks of 
the Nile, of the Bosph<»rus, or the Ganges, the soU 
diwB had not the most distant guess, and the com« 
mand^- in-chief himself ;virould .have had difficulty in 
informbg them. 

. On the 19th of May 1798, this magniBcent ar- 
mament set sail from Toulon, illuminated by a splen- 
did sun-rise, one of those which were afterwards po* 
pukrly termed the suns of Napoleon. The Une-of* 
battle ships extended for a le^^, and the semi-circle 
formed by the convoy was at least six leagues in ex- 
tent. They were joined on the 8th June, as they 
swept along the Mediterranean, by a large fleet oC 
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mmspoxtSy JhAykig on boand ihtJ&moa of Gwenl 
Dessaix. 

The 10th June brought the aimament befove 
Malta^ once the citadel of Chiristendom, and gani- 
flcmed by those intiepid knights, who, half waniovs 
and half priests, opposed the infidels with the en- 
thnsiasm at once of religicai and of diivahy. But 
those by whom the Order was now maintained were 
disunited among themselyes, lazy and d^auched 
voluptuaries, who consumed the revenues destine^ 
to fit out expeditions against the Turks in cruizes for 
pleasure, not war, and giving batls and entertain- 
ments in the seaports of Italy. Buonapaite> treated 
these degoierate knights with a want of ceremony, 
which, however little it accorded with the extreme 
strength of their island, and with the glorioitf de- 
face which it had formerly made against the ini- 
dels, was perfectly suited to their preset condition. 
Secure of a party among the French knights, with 
whom he had been tampering, he landed troops, and 
took possession of these almost impregnable fortresses 
with so little opposition, that Caffarelli said to Napo- 
leon, as they passed through the most formidable de- 
fences, — ^' It is well, general, that there was some 
erne within to open the gates to us. W^tshould have 
had more trouble in entering, if the place had he&t 
altogether empty .'^ 

A suiBaent garrison w|w established in Malta, 
destined by Buonaparte to be an intermediate sta- 
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tion between France and Egypt ; and on the 19th, 
the daring general resumed his expedition. On the 
coast of Candia, while the savants were gazing on 
lihe rocks where Jupiter, it is said, was nurtured^ 
and speculating concerning die existence of some 
^vestiges of die celebrated Labyrinth, Buonaparte 
.learned that a new enemy, of a different description 
fiom the Knights of Saint John, were in his imme- 
'^diate vicinity. This was the English squadnm. 

Nelson, to the end as unconquerable on hia own 
element as Buonaparte had hitherto shown himself 
upon shore, was now in fiill and anxious pursuit of 
his renowned contemporary. Reinforced by a squar- 
dron of ten ships of the line, a meeting with Napo- 
leon was the utmost wish of his heart, and was echoed 
back by the meanest sailor on board his numerous 
fleet The French had been heard of at Malta, but 
as the British Admiral was about to proceed thither, 
he received news of their departure ; and concluding 
that Egypt must be unquestionably the object of 
their expedition, he made sail for Egypt It singu* 
larly happened, that although Nelson anticipated 
the arrival of the French at Alexandria, and ac« 
<x>rdingly directed his course thither, yet, keeping a 
more direct path than Brueyes, when he arrived 
there on the S8th June, he heard nothing of the ene- 
my, who, in the meanwhile, were .proceeding to the 
veiy same port The English admiral set sail, there- 
fore, for Rhodes and Syracuse ; and thus were the two 
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large and hostOe fleets trayeramg the Bame narrow 
sea, without being able to attain any certain tidings 
of each other^s moYements. This was in part owing 
to the English Admiral having no frigates with him, 
which might have been detached to cruise for intelli- 
gence ; partly to a continuance of thick misty wea- 
ther, which at once concealed the French fleet from 
their adversaries, and, obligbg them to keep dose 
togedier, diminished the chance of discovery, which 
might otherwise have taken place by the occupation 
of a laq^ space. On the 26th, according to Dencm, 
Nelson^s fleet was actually seen by the French stand* 
ing to the westward, although the haze prevented 
the English firom observbg their enemy, whose squa- 
dron held an opposite direction. 

Escaped firom the risk of an encounter so perilous, 
Buonaparte^s greatest danger seemed to be over on 
the ^th June, when the Frenc^h fleet came in sight of 
Alexandria, and saw before them the city of the'Fto- 
lomies and of Cleopatra, with its double harbour, its 
Pharos, and its ancient and gigantic monuments of 
grandeur. Yet at this critical moment, and whileBuo- 
naparte contemplated his meditated conquest, a sig- 
nal announced the appearance of a strange sail, which 
was construed to be an English firigate, the precur- 
sor of the British fleet. '^ What r siud Napoleon, 
^< I ask but six hours— and. Fortune, wilt thou aban- 
don me P"^ The fickle goddess was then and tar many 
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a so^oeediag yvtr^ true to her votary. The vesiel 
pcoTied frigidly. 

The diseinharkalion of the Fxench amy ^ok 
phiee about a league and a imif born Alezaadria^ 
1^ an anchorage called Mardbout It was not ac- 
oempHdied irithout losbg boats and sien on Ae 
surf, though such risks were encountered with great 
joy by the tzo(^s,'who had been so long confined on 
shipboard. As soon as five or six thousand mea wwe 
landed, Buonaparte marched towards Alexandria, 
when the Turks, incased at dns hostile invasion <mi 
the part of a nation with whom ihey were at pre^i. 
found peace, shut the gates, and manned the walls 
i^ainst their reception. But the widis were ruinonsy 
and presented breaches in nany ]^bc^ and At cfakf 
weapons ofresistanceweeenuisisetry and stimes. The 
conquerors of Italy Ibrced thdor passage vver sadi 
obstades, but not easily or widi impunity. Two 
hundred French were killed. There was sev^e n»,- 
litary ^Keeuti^m done upon the garrison, and the 
town was Abandoned to plunder for thiee hours; 
which has been ^istly stigmatiEed as an act of mx" 
necessary cruelty, perpetrated only to strike tenrer, 
and ext^Dtd the fiune of the victorious Freskck %me^ 
ral. But it was Napoleon^s object to irapresstibe high- 
est idea of his power upon the various classes of na- 
tives, who, differing widely firom each other in manners 
and condition, inhfdbit Eg]^ as tkor ^xMumon home. 
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These dsMcs are, Ittf the Arab race, divided into 
FfUahg and Bedonme^ the most mmeroiu and least 
esteemed of the popidation. The Bedoufais, retaia« 
Dig die mausers of Arabia Proper, rove tbough the 
Desert, and sBbsist by mems of thrif flodu and herds. 
The FeUidis cuUiTatellie earth, undare the ordinary 
prssants of the country. 

The class next above the Arabs in consideration 
are the Cophts, supposed to be descended firom the 
pristiBe Egyptians. They profess Christianity, are 
timid and nnwarlike, but artful and supple. They 
are employed in the revenue, and in afanost all civil 
offices, and transact the commerce and the buriness 
of the country. 

The third chBs ia elevation vrere the fimnidaUe 
Mamdukes, who hdd bodi Cophts and Arabs in 
profound suljectbn. These are, or we may say avr^, 
a covps of professed soldiers, having no trade ex- 
cqiting war. In this they resemble the Janissaries, 
the Strditzes, the Prsstorian Bands, or similar miH- 
tary bofies, which, constituting a standing army ua* 
der a despotic government, are alternately the pro* 
tecton and the terror of the sovereign who is their 
nominal coflnnander. But the peculiar fiMture of the 
cMistitotioii of the Mamelukes, was, that their corps 
was recruited only by the adoption of foreign slaves, 
partacnlaily Greorgians and Circassians. These were 
parchasedwhenchildftnbytheseverdBeysyOrMame- 
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luke leaders, who, twenty-four in number, oocupiedy 
each, one of the twenty-four departments into which 
they had divided Egypt. The youthful slare, pur« 
chased with a heedful reference to his strength and 
personal appearance, was carefully trdned to arms in 
the family of his master. When created a Mameluke, 
he was received into the troop of the Bey, and render- 
ed capable of succeeding to him at his death ; for these 
chiefs despised the ordinary connexions of blood, and 
their authority was, upon military principles, transfer- 
red at their death to him amongst the band who was 
accounted the best soldier. They fought always on 
horseback ; and in their peculiar mode of warfare, 
they might be termed, individually considered, the 
finest cavalry in die world. Completely armed, and 
unboundedly confident in their own prowess, they 
were intrepid, skilful, and formidable in battle ; but 
with their military bravery began and ended the ca* 
talogue of their virtues. Their vices were, unpitying 
cruelty, habitual oppression, and the unlimited ex- 
erdse of the most gross and disgusting sensuality. 
Such were the actual lords of Egypt. 

Yet the right of sovereignty did not rest with the 
Beys, but with the Pacha, or Lieutenant, — a great 
oiBScer dispatched from the Porte to lepresent the 
Grand Seignior in Egypt, where it was his duty to 
collect the tribute in money and grain, which Con- 
stantinople expected from that rich province, with the 
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additional object of squeezing out of the country as 
mucli more as he could by any means secure, for the 
filling of his own coflbrs. The Pacha maintained his 
authority sometimes by the assistance of Turkish 
troops, sometimes by exciting the jealousy of one 
Bey against another. Thus this fertile country was 
suljected to the oppression of twenty-fourprsetors, 
who, whether they agreed among themselves, or with 
the Pacha, or declared war against the representatiye 
of the Sultan, and against each other, were alike th6 
terror and the scourge of the unhappy Arabs and 
Cophts, the right of oppressing whom by every spe- 
cies of exaction, these haughty slaves regarded ad 
their noblest and most undeniable privilege. 

From the moment that Buonaparte conceived the 
idea of invading Egypt, the destruction of the power 
of the Mamelukes must have been determined upon 
as his first object ; and he had no sooner taken Alex- 
andria than he announced his purpose. He sent 
forth a proclamation, in which he professed his re- 
spect for God, the Prophet, and the Koran ; his 
friendship for the Sublime Porte, of which he affirm- 
ed the French to be the faithful allies ; and his de- 
tc^nunation to make war upon the Mamelukes. He 
commanded that the prayers should be continued in 
Ae mosques as usual, with some slight modifications; 
and that all true Moslems should exclaim, *^ Glory 
to the Sultan, and to the French army, his allies !— 
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Aecursed be the MamelnkeSy mi good ibrtime to 
the land of Egypt r 

Upon the 7th July, the army marched from Alex* 
andria against the Mamelukes. Their course was 
up the Nile, and a small flotilla o£gun-boats ascend* 
ed the river to protect their right flank, while the 
infantry traversed a desert of burning sands, at a 
distance from the stream, and without a drop of 
water to relieve their tormentbg thirst. The army 
of Italy, accustomed to the enjoyments of that de- 
licious country, were astonished at the desolation 
they saw around them. ^' Is this,^' they said, '^ the 
countey in which we are to receive our farms of 
seven acres each ? The General might have al« 
lowed us to take as much as we chose— no one would 
have abused the privilege.^ Their officers, too, ex* 
pressed horror and disgust ; and even generals of 
such celebrity as Murat and Lannes threw their hats 
on the sand, and trod on their cockades. It required 
all Buonaparte^s authority to maintain order, so mudi 
were the French disgusted with the commencement 
of the expedition. 

To add to their embarrassment, the enemy b^aii 
to appear around them. Mamelukes and Arabs, con* 
cealed behind the hillocks of sand, interrupted their 
march at every opportunity, and woe to the soldier 
who straggled from the ranks, were it but fifty yards* 
Some of these horsemen weie sure to dash at himt 
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ftli^ lifalfi ^a lbeflpot»aiidmd»«ff befemanfiiiflkal 
oouIdliedfiBcIiargedatthciBi. Atfebgdi,lMW€te«,tlM 
aaflAdigr<^ Aese iAeofsfaniB was dKcked bjr a dor. 
midi ef fiMie Ikde importance, near a place eaSikl 
Chelolids, in wUdi the Ftmdi aiaerted thor mift- 
tary niperierily. 

An encounter also took place on the river^ betireen 
the Ffencii fl#laHii and a nianber of aittiBd imtek 
MoB^flg «e the MiwelidEes. YixStoij first indiaed 
to ite 1m^, but at length detatBiaed in fayoar of 
the WimAk^ who took, however, only a single gdliot 

Me«iiwh9e, tlie Freneh were obliged to maadi 
With llie utinost precaution. Tke whole fUai was 
now ^vered witii Mamelukes, mounted oa die inest 
AraHtti horses, aiid armed with pistcds, carabiBes, 
afid bbndei^usses, of Ae beit English woarkman^ 
ddp-«-4hcAr plumed turbans waving hi Ae air, a«d 
thdr rich dresses and arms gUttering in liie sun^ 
S^itertaiBing a high contempt for the Frendi force, 
as eonmst^ ahnost entirely of in&ntry, this splen* 
£d baitouric ehivaby watched every c^iportimity 
for cha^ifig liiem, nsnr did a single strag^er es^ 
cape Ae unr^enting e^e of tbeir sabies. Thcs^ 
Aaige Was almost as sw^ as the wmd, and as their 
seveie bits enalAed Aon to hdty or whed their hones 
at foil gattop, their retreat was as rapid as tiieir ad- 
vance. Even the practised veterms ei Italy were 
at first enibarrassed by this new mode of fi^rtiogy and 
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lost seyeral men ; especially when fatigue caused any 
one to fall out of the ranks, in which case his fkte be- 
came certain. But they were soon reconciled .to fight- 
ing the Mamelukes, when they discovered that each 
of these horsemen carried about him his fortune, and 
that it not uncommonly amounted to considerable 
sums in gold. 

During these alarms, the French love of the ludi- 
crous was not abated by the fatigues or dangers of the 
journey. The savants had been supplied with adses, 
the beasts of burden easiest attained in Egypt, to 
transport their persons and philosophical apj^ratus. 
The General had given orders to attend to their per- 
sonal safety, which were of course obeyed. But as 
these civilians had little importance in the eyes of 
the military, loud shouts of laughter used to burst 
firom the ranks, while forming to receive the M ame* 
lukes, as the general of division called out, with mi* 
litary precision, <' Let the asses and the savants 
enter within the square.'^ The soldiers also amused 
themselves, by calling the asses demi-saVimts. In 
times of discontent, these unlucky servants of science 
had their full share, of the soldiers^ reproaches, who 
imagined, that this unpopular expedition had been 
undertaken to gratify their passion for researches, in 
which the military took very slender interest. 

Under such circumstances, it may be doubted 
whether even the literati themselves were greatly de- 
ls 
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lighted, when, after fourteen da^s of racli mardies as 
we have described, they arrived, indeed, within ms 
leagues of Cairo, and beheld at a distance the cele- 
brated Pyran^ids, but learned at the same time, that 
Murad Bey, with twenty-two of his brethren, at the 
head of their Mamelukes, had formed an entrenched 
camp at a pkce called Embabeh, with the purpose 
of coTering Cairo^ and giving battle to the French. 
On the 21 st of July, as the French continued to ad* 
vance, they saw thar enemy in the field, and in full 
force. A splendid line of cavalry, under Murad and 
the o^m Beys, displayed the whole strength of the 
Mamelukes. Their right rested on the imperfectly 
entrenched camp, in which lay twenty thousand infim^ 
try, defended by forty pieces of cannon. But the inr- 
fantry were an undisciplined rabble ; the guns, want* 
ing carriages,were mounted on clumsy wooden frames; 
and the fortifications of the camp were but commen- 
ced, and presented no formidable opposition. Buona* 
parte made his dispositions. He extended his line 
to the right, in such a manner as to keep out <^ gun« 
shot of the entrenched camp, and have only to en- 
counter the line of cavalry. 

Murad Bey saw this movement, and, fully aware 
of its consequence, prepared to charge with his mag« 
nificent body, of hprse, declaring he would cut the 
French up like gourds. Buonaparte, as he directed 
the infantry to form squares to receive them, called 
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Mt to hk men, ** l^rom yonder Pyramids twenty 
eenturies behold your actions."^ The Mamelokes ad« 
Tinced with the utmost speed, and corresponding 
fiiry, and charged with horrible yells. . They disor^ 
dcred one of the French squares of infantry, which 
would have been sabred in an instant, but that die 
mass of this fiery militia was a little behind the ad^ 
▼anced guard. The French had a moment to restore 
order, and used it. The combat then in some degree 
resembled that which, nearly twenty years aftar^i^ 
wards, took place at Waterloo ; the hostile cavalry 
fbrioosly charging die squares of infimtry, and try- 
ing, by the most undaunted effi>rts of courage, to 
ttteak in upon them at every practicable point, while 
a tremendous fire i^nmsketry, grape-shot, and shells, 
crossing in various directions, repaid their audacity. 
Nothing in war was ever seen m<Hre desperate than 
the exertions of die Mamelukes. Failing to force 
their horses dirough the French squares, individuals 
were seen to wheel them round, and rein diem back 
cm the ranks, diat they might disorder them by kick* 
iBg. As they became firantic widi despair, they hurl* 
ed at the immoval^e phalanxes, which they could 
not break, their pistols, their pcmiards, and theur ca- 
raUnes. Those who fdl wounded to die ground, 
dragged thmnsdves on, to cut at the legs of the 
French with their crooked sabres. But their efibrts 
were all in vain. 
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The Matndokefl, iAer the tttet eoumgeou* i 
to ftccomplEsh i&dr patpo9e, were iSnally beaten eff 
iriA great daughter ; and as they cbttld fiot fiffm 0r 
act hi sqnadron, their retreat became aeenlbsediH^. 
The greatei^ part attempted to letum to Aeif caaip^ 
ftom diat feort of insdnct, aa Napoleon tMned k» 
which leads Ibgitives to retire in the same direciiM 
in which they had advanced. By taking Ais roMe 
they placed tfiemiielves betwixt the Frendi and the 
Nile ; and the sustained and insupportable fire iif 
Ae former soon obliged them to plunge into the fi. 
ver, in hopes to escape by swimmmg to the opposite 
bank^^a desperate effort, in which few jsucoeeded. 
Their infimtty at the same dme evacuated thebr camp 
without a show of resistance, precipitated themsdves 
mto the boats, and endeavoured to cross the Nile. 
Very many ofthese also were destroyed. TheFrentJl 
soldiers long afterwards occupied themsdves in fish- 
ing tot the drowned Mamehikes, and fidl^ not to 
find money and valuables upon all whom they ooidd 
recover. MuradBey, withapartofUsbestMame- 
htles, escaped the slaughter by a more regular move- 
ment to the left, and retreated by Gizdi mto Upper 
Egypt 

Thus were in a great measure destroyed the finest 
cavalry, considered as individual horsemen, that were 
ever known to exist. *' Could I have united the 
Mameluke horse to the French infantry/' said Buo- 

IS 
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napartet '^ I would have reckoned myself master of 
the world."" The destruction of a body hitherto, 
r^arded as invincible, struck terror, not through 
Egypt only, but far. into Africa and Asia, wherever 
the Moslem religion prevailed ; and the rolling fire 
of musketry by which the victory was achieved, pro* 
cured for Buonaparte the oriental appellation, ef Sul- 
tan Kebir, or King of Fire. 

After this combat, which, to render it more stri- 
king to the Parisians, Buonaparte termed the ^^ Bat- 
tle of the Pyramids,"" Cairo surrendered without re- 
sistance. The shattered remains of the Mamelukes 
who had swam the Nile and united under Ibrahim 
Bey, were compelled to retreat into Syria. A 
party of three hundred French cavalry ventured to 
attack th^n at Salahieh, but were severely handled 
by Ibrahim Bey and his followers, who, having cut 
many of them to pieces, pursued their retreat without 
farther interruption. Lower Egypt was completely 
in the hands of the French, and thus far the ezpe^ 
dition of Buonaparte had been perfectly successful. 
But it was not the will of Heaven, that even the 
most fortunate of men should escape reverses, and 
a severe one awaited Napoleon. 
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Frmth Naval gguadron.'^Car^Hng StatmetUi pfBwma^ 
j^arUandJdmiralGaniheaumeinr^fard^ of 

Aboukib an Ut August 1798.— iVutn^ and PasUwn qf 
the Enemy, and of the English — Particulars of the Action, 
— rA« French Admiral, BruegeSy killed, and hie ehip, L'* 
Orient, blown up.r^The Victorg complete, two onlg qf the 
French Fleet, and two Frigates, escaping on the morning of 
the 2d. — Effects of this disaster on the French Armg.^ 
Means bg which Napoleon proposed to establish himself in 
Egypt,— His AdnUnistraticn in many respects useful and 
praisewarthy^in outers, his Conduct impolitic and absurd. 
— JJe desires to be regarded an Envoy of the DeUg, but 
without success.— His endeavours equally unsuccessf^ to 
propitiate Oe Porte.— The Fort qf El Arish falls into hie 

hands. Massacre of Jaf a— Admitted by Buonaparte Attii- 

self— His arguments in its defence— Rt^ies to them—Ge^ 
neral Conclusions.— Plague breaks out in the French Army. 
—Napoleon's humanUy and courage upon this oceaeion.— 
Proceeds against Acre to attack JDjfexzar Pacha.—Sir Sid- 
ney Smith— His charofiter^Captures a French Convoy, and 
throws himself into Acre.— French arrive before Acre on 
17th March 1799, and effect a breach on the 28tt, but art 
dHven baek^AssauUed by an Army of Moslems of various 
Nations assembled without the Watts of Acre, whom they dc 
feat and disperse.— Interesting particukirs of the Siege- 
Personal misunderstanding and hostility betwiwt Napoleon 
mid Sir Sidney Smith-^kxplained and aooountedfor.—Buo* 
w^parte isfnaUy compeUed to raite the Siege and retreat. 

When Buonaparte and his amy were safely land- 
ed in Egypt^ policy seemed to demand that the naval 
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squadron^ by which they had been escorted, should 
haye been sent back to France as soon as possible. The 
French leader accordingly repeatedly asserts, that he 
had poddvely commanded Admiral Brueyes, an ex- 
cellent o£Scer, for whom he himself entertained parti- 
cular respect,* either to carry his squadron of men- 
of-war into the harbour of Alexandria, or, that being 
found impossible, instantly to set sail for Corfu. The 
harbour, by report of the Turkish pilots, was greatly 
too shallow to admit without danger vessels of such 
a deep draught of water ; and it scarce can be ques- 
tioned that Admiral Brueyes would have embraced 
the alternative of setting sail for Corfu, had such 
been In reality permitted by his orders. IBut the as- 
sertion of Buonaparte is pointedly contradicted by 
the report of Vice- Admiral Gantheaume, who was 
himself in the battle of Aboukir, escaped from the 
slaughter with difficulty, and was intrusted by Buo- 
naparte with drawing up the account of the disaster, 
which he transmitted to the minister of war. " Per- 
haps it may beswd," so the dispatch bears, " that it 
would have been advisable to have quitted tbe coast 



* In a letter published in the Moniteur, No. 90, Tan 6, Buona- 
parte expresses the highest sense of Admiral Brueyes' finaness and 
talent, as w«U as of the high order in which he kept the squadvon 
under his command ; and concludes by saying, he had bestowed on 
him, in the name of the Directory, a spy-glass of the best construc- 
tion which Italy afforded. 
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8s soon as the disembnrkatioii had taken place. But 
comiderinff the orders of the commanderAr^clAtfy 
and the incalculable force afforded to the land-army 
by the presence of the squadron, the admiral thought 
it was his duty not to quit these seas.^^ 

Looking at the matter more closdy— considering 
the probability of Nelson^s return, and the consequent 
danger of the fleet— considering, too, the especial 
interest which naval and military officers attach each 
to their peculiar service, and the relative disregard 
with which they contemplate the other, we .can see 
several reasons why Buonaparte might have wished, 
even at some risk, to detain the fleet on the coast of 
Egypt, but not one which could induce Brueyes to 
continue there, not only without the consent of the 
commander-in-chief, but, as Napoleon afterwards 
alleged, agamst his express orders. It is one of the 
cases in which no degree of liberality can enable us 
to receive the testimony of Buonaparte, contradict* 
ed at once by circumstances, and by the positive tea- 
limony of Gantheaume. 

We now approach one of the most brilliant actions 
of the English navy, achieved by the Admiral whose 
exploits so indisputably asserted the right (^ Britain 
to the dominion of the ocean. Our limits require 
that we should state but briefly a tale, at which every 
heart in our islands will long glow ; and we are the 
more willingly concise that our readers posset's it at 
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I^igth in on^ of the best-written popular hiatorieft in 
t)ie English langunge.* 

Although nmble to enter the harbour of Alex* 
i^dria» the French admiral believed his squadron 
safidy moored in the celebrated Bay of Aboukir* 
They formed a compact line of battle, of a semi-cir- 
cular form, anchored so close to the shoal- water and 
surf, that it was thought impossible to get between 
them^and the land ; and they concluded, therefore, 
that they could be I»pught to action aa the starboard 
aide only. On the 1st August the British fleet ap^ 
.peared ; and Nelson had no sooner reconnoitred the 
French position than he resolved to force it at every 
riak. Where the French ships could ride, he argued 
with instantaneous decision, there must be room for 
English vessels to anchor between tbexp and the 
diore* He made signal for the attack m»»)rdingly. 
As the vessels approached the French anchorage, 
they received a heavy and raking fire, to which they 
could niake no return; but they kept their bowg 
to the enemy, and continued to near their line. 
The squadrons were nearly of the same numerical 
strength. The French had thirteen ships of the line 
and four frigates* The English, thirteen ships of the 
line, and one 60-gun ship. But the French bad 

• Mr Southey's « Life of Admiral Ndwrn ;" in which one of the 
moft disdoguisfaed men of |;eiiias and learning whom out age has 
p]Eio4«ced, h$i leqwded ik^ 9fAot^ c^ jhe greatest naval hero thai 
ever existed. 
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three 80 gun ships, and L^Orient, a superb vessel of 
1^0 giins. AH the British ir&te seven^-feurs. The 
van of the English fleet, six in number, rounded 
successively the French line, and dropping anchor 
betwixt them and the shore, opened a tremendous 
fire. Nelson himself, and his other vessels, ranged 
along the same French ships on the outer side, and 
thus placed them betwixt two fires ; while the rest of 
the French line remained for a time unable to take a 
share in the combat. The battle commenced with die 
utmost fiiry, and lasted till, the sun having set and 
the night fallen, there was no light by which the 
combat could be continued, save the flashes of the 
continuous broadsides. Already, however, some of 
the French vessels were taken, and the victors, ad« 
vandng onwards, assiuled those which had not yet 
been engaged. 

Meantime a broad and dreadful light was thrown 
on the scene of action, by the breaking out of a coh« 
flagration on board the French admiral's flag-ship, 
VOiient. Brueyes himself had by this time fallen 
by a cannon-shot. The flames soon mastered the 
immense vessel, where the camage was so terrible as 
to prevent all attempts to extinguish them ; and the 
L'Orient remuned blazing like ia volcano in die mid- 
dle of the combat, rendering for a time the dreadful 
q^ectacle visible. 

At length, and while the battle continued as fundus 
as ever, the burning vessel blew up with so tremen- 
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<I»U8 fai espknoiiy that tot b white it nkoeed the 
file on both-fiiclefl^ and made an awM pause in the 
andat of what bad been bat latdlj so horrible a 
t»idt The eannimade was at first dowly and par- 
tialfy nsuned, but ere midnight it raged wbh aU ita 
ariginal fury. In the morning the only two French 
sUps who had thdr colonrs flyings cut their cables 
and put to aea, accompanied by two firigatea ; being 
all that lemained nndestroy ed and uncaptured, of the 
gallant navy that so lately escorted Buonaparte and 
Ua fortunes in triumph across the Mediterranean. 

Such was the victory of Aboukir, for whidh Jie who 
adbiered it felt that woird was inadequate* He called 
it a conquest. The advantages of the day» great aa 
they weve, might have been pushed much farther^ if 
Nelsim had been possessed of fiigates and small ctaft. 
The store-ships and transports in the harbour of 
Alexandria would then have been infalliUy destroy- 
ed. As it was, the results were of the utmost import- 
aMO) and the destinies of the Frenlli army were 
altered in proportion. They had no loiter any 
means of eonununicatmg with the mother^^ountry, 
but became the inhabitantsof an kisulated province^ 
obliged to rdy exdosively on the resources which 
they had brought with them, joined to those which 
Egypt might afford. 

Buonaparte, however surprised by this reverse^ 
ednbitcd great equanimity. Three thousand French 
the vemainder of nearly six thousand enga* 
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g6d ift that drMaful baUle, were sent nsliore by car; 
td, and formed a valuable addition to hia forceaL 
Nelson, more griered almost at being frustrated of 
his complete purpose, than rejoiced at his victory^ 
left tbe coast after establishing a blockade on the port 
of Alexandria. 

We are now to trace the means by^which Napo- 
leon proposed to eataUish and consolidate his govern- 
ment in Egypt ; and in these we can recognize much 
that was good and excellent, mixed with such irregu- 
larity of imagination, as vindicates the term of Jupi- 
ier Scapin, by which the Abl)e de Pradt distinguish- 
ed this extraordinary man* 

His fi^t care was to gather up the reins of govern- 
ment, such Its they were, which had dropt from the 
hands of the defeated Beys. With two classes of the 
Egyptian nation it was easy to establish his authority. 
The Fellahs^ or peasantry, sure to be squeezed to the- 
last penny by one party cwr other, willingly submitted 
to tibe invadeft as the strongest, and the most able to 
protect them. The Cophts, or men of busmess, were 
equilUy ready to serve the party which was in posses- 
. ^ion of the country. So that the French became the 
masters of both, as a natural consequence of the 
power which they had obtained. 

But the Turks were to be attached to the conl^ 
queror by other means, since their haughty national 
character^ and the intolerance of the Mahomedan re-. 

vol.. IV. r -y. 
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Iigion, rendered them alike inaccessible to profit, the 
hope of which swayed the Cophts, and to fear, which 
wai9 the preyailing argument with the Fellahis* To 
gratify their vanity, and soothe their prejudices, 
seemed the only mode by which Napoleon could in- 
sinuate himself into the favour of this part of the po« 
pulation. With this view, Buonaparte was far from 
assuming a title of conquest in Egypt, though he 
left few of its rights unexercised. On the contrary, 
he wisely continued to admit the Pacha to that os- 
tensible share of authority which was yielded to him 
by the Beys, and spoke with as much seeming re* 
spect of the Sublime Forte, as if it had been his in« 
tention ever again to permit their having any effec- 
tive power in Egypt. Their Imaums, or priestly ; 
their Ulemats, or men of law ; their Cadis, or judges ; 
their Shaks, or chiefs; their Janissaries, or privileged 
soldiers, were all treated by Napoleon with a certain 
degree of attention, and the Sultan Kebir, as they 
called him, affected to govern, like the Grand Sei* 
gmor, by the intervention of a Divan. 

This general coimcil consisted of about forty 
Sheiks, or Moslems of distinction by birth or office, 
who held their regular meetings at Cairo, and from 
which body emanated the authority of provindal 
divans, established in the various depaftments of 
Egjrpt Napoleon affected to consult the superior 
oouncQ, and act m maiqr cases according to their re* 
port of the law of the Prophet. On ono occasion. 
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he gave them a moral leamii wUdi it would be great 
bjuslioe to suppress. A tribe of roTing Arabs had 
sbin a peasant, aad Buonaparte had gken directions 
to search out and {ninii^ the murderenu One of his 
Oriental counsellors laughed at the leal which the 
General manifested on so slight a cause. 

'^ What have you to do with the death of this 
Fellah, Sultan Kebir?'' said he ironicaUy; ^washe 
your kinsman?'^ 

*^ He was more,^ said Napoleon ; ^^ he was one for 
whose safety I am accountable to God, who placed 
bim under my government/^ 

^^ He speaks like an mspired person T exclaimed 
the Sheiks ; who can admire the beauty of a just 
sentiment, though incapable, from the scope they 
allow their paasiims, to act up to the precepts of 
moral rectitude. 

Thus far the conduct of Buonaparte was admi- 
rable. He protected the people who were plaioed 
under his power, he respected their religious oih- 
nions, he administered justice to them according to 
their own laws, until they should be supplied with a 
better system of legislation. Unquestionably, his 
good administration did not amend the radical defi- 
ciency of his title ; it was still chargeable against 
him, that he had invaded the dominions of the most 
acdent ally of France, at a time when there was 
the ^ost profinind peace between the countries. Yet 
in delivering Egypt from the tyrannical sway of the 
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MameltiKes^. ttid admi&isteriiig the ^Ternment of 
the couBiry with wisdom and oompaiatiYe kumsnity, 
the mode in which he used the power which he had 
acquired, might be admitted in some measure to 
atone for his usurpation. Not contented with direct** 
ing Us soldiers to hold in respect the religious ob^ 
aenrances of the country, he showed' equal justice 
and policy in collecting and protectbg the scattered 
remains of the great caravan of the Mecca pilgrim^ 
age, which had been plundered by the Mamelukes 
on their -retreat. So satisfactory was his conduct 
to the Moslem divines, that he contrived to obtain 
from the clergy of the Mosque an opinion, declaring 
that it was lawful to pay tribute to the French, 
though such a doctrine is' diametrically inconsistent 
with the Koran. Thus far Napoleon^s measures 
had proved rational and successful. But with this 
laudable course of conduct was mixed a species of 
4fftifice, which, while wp are compelled to term it 
impious, has in it, at the same time, something 
ludicrous, and almost childi^h^ 
. . Buonaparte entertained the strange idea of persua* 
<ding the Moslems that he himself pertained in scmie 
aort to their religion, being an envoy of the Deity, sent 
4>n earth, not to take away, but to confirm and comi- 
plete, the doctrines of the Koran, and the mission of 
Mahomet. He used, in executing this pui^se, the 
inflated language of the East, the more easily that it 
corresponded, in its allegorical and amplified style, 
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%ritli his own natural tone ofcomposition ; ttnd he h«. 
atated uot to join in the external ceremonial of the 
Mahommedan religion, that his actions might seem 
to confirm his words. The French g^eral eele- 
hrated the feast of the Prophet as it recurred/ with 
some Sheik of eminence, and joined in the litanies 
and worship enjoined by the Koran. He affected, to(^, 
the language of an inspired follower of the fiuth of 
Mecca, of which the following is a curious example. 

On entering the sepulchral chamber in the pyia^ 
mid of Cheops, ^^ Glory be to AUah,^ said Buona> 
parte, ^ there is no God but God, and Mahommed 
is his prophet.^ A confession of faith whidi is in 
itself a declaration of Islamism. 

^* Thou hast spoken like the most learned of the 
prophets,*^ said the Mufti, who accompanied him. 
' *^ I can command a car of fire to descend firom 
heaven,^ continued the French general, *^ and I can 
guide and direct its course upon earth.^ 

<V Thou art the great chief to whom Mahommed 
giTes power and victory,^ said the Mufti. 

Napoleon closed the conyersation with this not 
Tery pertinent oriental proverb, " The bread which 
the wicked seizes upon by force, shall be turned to 
dust in his mouth.^ 

- Though the Mufti played his part in the above 
«cene with Ijecoming gravity^ Bucta^Nurte oyef-esti- 
niated his own theatrical, ppwers, and did too litde 
justice to the shrewdness of the Turks, if he suppo» 
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sed Uiem x;eiiUy edified by his px^etended proi^to^. 
With them as with «s, « renega<|e fbom the rdigielis^ 
faith in which be wad broughi up, is like a deserter 
J&mi the standard isi his country ; and though the 
tketrices of either may be accepted and used, they re- 
mm objects of disr^ard and contempt, as i^«ll with 
those to whose service they bav^ deserted, as with 
the party whom they have abandoned. 

The Turla aqd Arabs of Cairo soon afterwards 
showed Buonaparte, by a general and unexpected 
kisurrection in which many Frenchmen were slam, 
how little they were BEunred by his pretended attach- 
ment to their faith, and how cordially they consider- 
ed him as their enemy* Yet, when the insurgentis 
had beto qoelled by force, and tiie Uood of five 
thousaod Moslem had atoned for that of tbree hun- 
dred Frenchmen, Napoleon, in an address to the 
inhabitants of Cairo, new -modelling the general 
council, or divan, held still the same language as 
before of himself and his destinies. *^ Sheriffs,^ he 
said, ** Ulemats, Orators of the Moaquc, teadsi the 
people that those who become my enemies shall have 
no refuge either in tins world or the next. Is there 
any one Uind enough not to see that I am the agent 
of Destiny, or incredulous enough to cdl in question 
ihe power of Destiny over human affairs? Make 
die people undefstand that since the world was a 
worldi it was ordained, that havii^ destroyed the 
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I should come from the distant parts of the West to 
accomplish the task designed for me—ehow them, 
that in more than twenty passages of the Koran my 
coming is foretold. I could demand a reckoning fiom 
sach of you for the most secret thoughts of his soul, 
smce to me everything is known ; but the day will 
come when all shall know fiom whom I have my c(mi- 
missioa, and that huma&efforts cannot prevail against 



It is pbdn -fiem this strange proclamatioa, that 
Buonaparte was willing to be worshipped as a supe* 
not being, as soon as altars could be built) and wor- 
shippers collected together. But the Turks and 
Arabs were wiser than the Persims in the case of 
young Ammen. The Sheik of Alexandria, who af- 
fected much devotion to Buonaparte^s person, came 
roundly to the point with him* He remarked the 
French observed no religious worship. ^^ Why not, 
therdbre,'' he ^, '^ declare yourself Moslem i^ 
once, and remove the only obstacle betwixt you and 
the throne of the East ?^ Buonaparte otgected the 
prohibition of wine, and the external rite which Ma* 
hommed adopted from the Jewish religion. The of- 



* Alluding to the capture of the island of Malta, and subjection 
of the Pope, on which he was wont to found a« services rendered t© 
the fdiigioo of Mahommed. 
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fiqiouB Sheik proposed to call a couacil of the Most 
lem sages, and procure for the new proselytes some 
relaxation of these fundamental laws of the Prophet a 
faith. According to this hopeful plan the Moslems 
must have ceased to be such in two principal arti- 
cles of their ritual, in order to induce the French to 
become a kind of imperfect renegades, rejectbg, in 
the prohibition of wine, the only peculiar guard 
yrhich Mahommed assigned to the. moral virtue of 
his followers, while they embraced the degrading. 
do<^trine of Vitality, the licenMpus practice of poly- 
gamy, and the absurd chimeras of the Koran. 
. Napoleon appears to have believed the Sheik 
Serious, which is very doubtful, and to have ccmtem- 
"plated with eager ambition the extent of views which 
his conversion to Islamism appeared to open. His 
own belief in predestination recommended the creed 
of Mahommed, and for the Prophet of Mecca him* 
^If he had a high respect, as one of those who had 
wrought a great and enduring change on the face of 
theworld. Perhaps beenvied the powerwhichMahom-^ 
med possessed, of ruling over men's souls as well aa 
their bodies, and might thence have beeki led into the 
idea. o£ playing a part, to which time and circum-^ 
stances, the character of his army and his own, were 
alike opposed. No m£ui ever succeeded in imposing 
himself on the public as a supernatural personage, 
who was not to a certain degree the dupe of his own. 
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imposiufe ; and Napokon^s calculatiiig and refiecting 
mind was totally devoid of the enthusiasm which 
enables a man to cheat himself into at least a partial 
heUef of the deceit which he would impose on others. 
The French soldiers, on the other hand, bred in scorn 
of religion eievety description, would have seen no- 
thing but ridicule in the pretensions of their leader 
to a supernatural mission ; and in playing the charac- 
ter whidh Alexander ventured to personate, Buona^ 
parte would have found in his own army many a 
Clitiis, who would have considered his pretensions as 
being only ludicrous. He himself, indeed, expressed 
himself satisfied that his authority over his soldiers 
was so absolute, that it would have cost but giving 
it out in the order of the day to have made them all 
become Mahommedans; but, at the same time, he 
has acquainted us, that the French troops were at 
times so much discont^ted with their condition in 
Egypt, that they formed sdhemes of seinng on their 
standards, and returning to France by force. What 
reply, it may be reasonably asked, were they likely td 
make to a proposal, which would have deprived them 
of thdr European and French character, and levels- 
led them with Afiicans and Asiatics, whose persons 
they despised, and whose country they desired to 
leave ? It is probable, that reflections on the proba* 
ble consequences prevented his going farther than 
the vi^ue pretettsicms which he Announced in his 
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inrodinnttkMis, and iu his language to ibe Slieik«- 
He bad gobe far enough, however, to ehew, that tbe 
consideratioiis of consdence would have been no kin* 
derance ; imd that, notwithstanding the strength of 
his uadcrstanding, common sense had less influence 
than might have been expected, in checking his afrr 
sertion of claims so ludicrous as well as so pro&ne. 
Indeed, his disputes with the Ottoman Porte speedily 
assumed a charact^, which his taking the turban 
and proftssbg himself a Moslem in all the forms 
could not have altered to his advantage. 

It had been promised to Buonaparte that the 
dMSties of Talleyrand, as Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs, should be employed to reconcile the Grand 
.Seignior and his councillors to the occupatimi of 
Egjpt But the efforts of dwt able negotiatoir had 
totally failed in a case so evidently hopeless } and. if 
Talleyrand had even proceeded to ConstantinQiile, 
BS Napoleon alleged the Directory had promised^ 
it could only have been to be confined ui the Seven 
Towers. The Porte had long since dedaied^ that 
any attack upon Egypt, the road to the holy cities 
6( Mecca and Medina, would be considered as a de» 
deration of war, whatsoever pretexts mig^t be alle* 
ged. They regarded, therefore, Buonaparte's inva* 
sion as an injury equally unprovoked and unjust^* 
aUe. They dedarad war against France, called upon 
every follower of the Prophet to take the part of his 
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vkegeNait upcfa earthy collected ftxeeff, mid thneaten* 
ed an immediate cxpeditioii, for the purpose of ex- 
pelling the infidels from Egypt. The snooeas of the 
iftidsh at Aboddr increased their confidence. Nel* 
son was loaded widi erery mark of honour which the 
Sultan cotuld bestow, and the most actire preparations 
were made to act against Buonaparte, e^pially oodsU 
dered as enemy to the Porte, whether he professed 
himself CfaristiaB, infidel, or reuq^e* 

Meantime that adventurous and active chief was 
busied in augmenting his means of defence or con* 
quest, and in acquiring the information necessary to 
protect what he had gained, and to esctend his domi- 
nions. Eor the forlner purpose, corps were raised fiem 
among the Egyptians, and some were mounted upon 
dromedaries, the better to encounter the perils of the 
desert. For the latter, Buonaparte undertook a 
journey to the Isthmus of Suei, the well-known in- 
terval whidi c(mneot8 Asia with Afirica. He sub* 
senbed the charter, or protection, granted to the Ma^ 
ronite Monks of Sinai, with the greater pleasure, that 
the 8ignatm!8 of Mohammed bad abeady sanetioncd 
that ancient document He visited the celebrated 
foantains of Moses, and, misled by a gui^, had near- 
ly been drowned in the advancing tides of the Bicd 
Sea. This, he observes, would have furnished a 
text to all the pteachers in Europe. But the same 
Deity, who rendered that gulph fatal to Pharaoh, 
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had leierired . for one, who ^ually tleficMl and dis- 
owned his power, the rocks of an island in the tiddst 
of the Atlantic. 

When Napoleon was engi^ed in this expedition, 
or speedily on his retom, he learned that two Turk-^ 
ish armies had assembled, — one at ilhodes, and the 
otberin Syria, with the purpose of recoTcring Egypt. 
The daring genius, which always desired to^nticipate 
the attempts of the enemy, determined him to march 
with a strong force for the occupation of Syria, and 
thus at once to alarm the Turks by the progress whidi 
he expected to make in that province, and to avoid 
Ijidiag attacked in Egypt bj two Turkish armies at 
tbe same time. His commencement was as successful 
as bis enterprise was daring. A body of Mamddkes 
was dispersed by a night attadc The fort of El 
Arish, •considered as one of the keys of Egypt, fell 
easily into his hands. Finally, at the head of about 
ten thousand men, he traversed the desert, so fiunous 
in biblical history, which separates Africa from Asia^ 
and entered Palestine without much loss, but not 
without experiencing the privations to which the 
wanderers in those sandy wastes have been tmi^ 
fbrmly subjected. While his soldiers looked witli 
fesx on the howling wilderness which they saw 
around, there was sometfabg in the extent and lone* 
liness of the scene that corresponded with the swell* 
iiig soul of Napoleon, and aocommodated itself to hit 
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idaMofiniiianie«ndboimdlMt8|NK^ Hew«tph»* 
led with the fltttery, whidh dnmd hie Chriatkn 
Dime fixMn two Gnek wordit sigmfyiog die Lion of 
theDeeert. 

Upon faiB entering the Hofy Land, Buenapote 

again dsove befoM him a body of Mamelukea, be* 

bngmg to those who, after the battles of the PyT»- 

laida and of Sahdueh, had retreated into Syria; and 

his army oceiipied without leaiatanoe &aia, andently 

a city of the PhiMfltbea, in which they found suppfiea 

ofpnmriowu Jaffi^ a ceMbrated city during the time 

of the Cioaades, waa thenezt olgect of attacdc It 

was bravely assaulted, and fiercely defended. But 

the FrcachTaliHir and discipline prevailed— ihepiaee 

was earned by atonn— three thousand Tuils were 

put to the sword, and the town was abandoned to the 

license of the soldiery, which, by Buonliparte's own 

admisdon, never assumed a shape more ftightAiL* 

Soehj it may be said, is the stem ndo of war ; and 

if so, most of our readers win acquisaee in the natural 

grdamation of the MareMhal4e Montluc, ^ Certes, 

we sddien stand in more need of the Divine mercy 

than other men, seeing that our profession compels 

us to command audio witness deeds of such crudly.^ 

It was not, however,-to the ordinary horrors attmd- 

T See his dispatch to the Directory, on the Syrian campaign. 
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ing the storm of A towB, tfaat the chaigeagnntt B«M>. 
najHurte ifi oh thiffoecasiim limited. He is accused of 
having been guilty of an .action of great injustioe^ as 
well as of especial barbarity. Concerning this we 
dudl endeayour to slate» stripped of edouring and 
exi^geralion, first the charge, and then the ueply, 
fay Napoleon himself. 

Afkor the breach had been stormed, a large part 
of the garrison, estimated by Buonaparte himself at 
twdre hundred n^n, which Miot raises to betwixt 
two and three thousand, and others exagg^ateoitffl 
more^ remuned on the defeasire, and lidd out in the 
wosques, and a sort of citadel to which they had 
retreated, till, at l^gth, despauing of succour, thcrf. 
surrendered their arms, and were in appearance aA* 
mitted to quiurter> Of this body, the Egyptians w«re 
car^ially sepan^ed fi^m the Turb, Maugrabins, and 
Ainaduts ; and while the first were restored to liberty, 
and salt baek to thar country, these last were placed 
Under a stronggiMrd. Proyisidns w«re distributed to 
them, aad they were permitted to gp by detachments 
in quest of water.' According toall a|^earaiice,tliey 
were eonridierQd and treated as pnaonera of war. This 
Iras on the 7th of March. On the :9th, two days 
afterwards, this body of prisoners were marched out 
of Jaffa, in the centre of a large square battalion, 
commanded by General Bon. Miot assures us that 
he himself mounted his horse, accompanied the me- 
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lancholy column, and wita^ned the eTent Tho 
Turks foranw th^r fitte, but used neither entieatie« 
nor complaints to arert it. They marched on, silent 
and composed. Some ofthem, of higher rank, seemed 
to exhort the others to submit, like servants of the 
Pro^eC, to the decree which, according to their be- 
lief, was written on their forehead. They were escort* 
ed to the sand-hills to the south-east of Jaffa, divided 
there into small bodies, and put to death by musket- 
ry. The execution histed a considerable time, and the 
wounded, as in thejiuittades of the Rercdution, were 
dispatched with the bayonet. Their bodies were 
heaped together, and formed a pyramid which is sttll 
visible, consisting now of human bones as originally 
of bloody cwpses. 

The cruelty of this execution occanoned the fact 
its^ to be doubted, though omiing with strong eri- 
dence, and never denied by the French themselves* 
Napoleon, however, frankly admitted the truth of 
the statement both to Lord Ebrington and to Dr 
O'Meara. Well might the author of this cruelty 
write to the Directory, that the storm of Jaffii was 
marked by homirs which he had never elsewfaeve 
witnessed. Buonaparte's defence was, that the mas- 
sacre was justified by the laws of war*— that the head 
of his messeager had been cut off by the governor 
of Jaffa, when soit to summon him to surrender — 
that these Turks were a part of the garrinon of El 

7 



Digitized 



by Google 



99 LIFK U^ 

Ani^hy whc^ had' en^ngcd not ta ^.erve against Uie 
French, and were found iipmediately afterwards de* 
fending Jaffa, in breach of the terms of their capi-: 
tuhuion. They had incurred the doom of death,, 
therefore, by the rules of war^-^Wellington, he said^ 
would have in his place acted in the same man^ 
ner. 

To this plea the following obvious answers apply* 
If the Turkish govermir had behaved like a barba- 
rian, for which his country, and the religion which 
Napoleon meditated to embrace, mrgbt be some ex^ 
cusCj the French general had avenged himself by the 
storm and plunder of the town, with which his revenge 
ought in all reason to have been satisfied. If some 
of these unhappy Turks had broken their faith ta 
Buonaparte, and were found again in the ranks which 
they had sworn to abandon, it could not, according to 
the most severe construction of the rules of war, 
authorise the dreadful retaliation of indiscrimbate 
massacre upon a multitude of prisoners, without in^ 
quiring whether they had been all equally guilty. 
Lastly, and admitting them all to stand in the same 
degree of criminality, although their breach of fitith 
might have entitled Buonaparte to refuse these men 
quarter while they had arms in their hands, that right 
was ended when the French general received their 
submission, and when they had given up the means 
of defence, on condition of safety for life at least. 

10 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOtKdrKf BITONAPARTE. 9T 

' Thb bloody deed must always remain a'deep stain 
Off the character of Napokon. Yet we do not view it 
ias the indulgence of an iiinate love of cruelty ; fot no- 
thmg in Buonaparte^s history shows the existence of 
that vice, and there are mlmy things which intimate 
his disposition to have been naturally humane. But 
he was ambitious, aimed at immense and gigantic 
undertakings, and easily learned to overlook the waste 
of human life, which the execution of his projects ne- 
cessarily involved. He seems to have ai^ued, not on 
the character of the action, but solely on the effect 
which it was to produce upon his own combinations. 
His army was small; it was his business to strike 
terror into his numerous enemies, and the measure 
to be adopted seemed capable of making a deep 
impression on all who should hear of it. Besides, 
these men, if dismissed, would immediately rejoin 
his enemies. . He had experienced their courage, 
and to disarm them would have been almost an un- 
availing precaution, where their national weapon, the 
sabre, was so easily attained. To detain them prison- 
ers would have required a stronger force than Napo- 
leon could afford, would hare added difficulty and 
delay to the movement of his troops, and tended to 
exhaust his supplies. That sort of necessity, there* 
fore, which men fancy to themselves when they are 
«nwilling to forego a favourite otgect for the sake of 

VOL. IV. ft 
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ob^iag a moial preoq[it~tluit n^ocfli^^ which might 
be more properly teemed a temptation difficult to he 
resiatedr-that necessity which has been called the 
tyumf a plea» wag the cause of the massacic at Jafia^ 
and must remain its sole apology. 

It might almost seem that Heiviren set its vMic*' 
tite brand upon this deed of butchery^ for abou$ the 
time it was committed the pli^e broke oiA in the 
army* Buonaparte^ with a moral courags deserving 
aa much praise as his late crue% deserved reprdba* 
tioiit went into the hospitals in person, and while 
eiqposing himself, without hesitalion^ to the infectioii, 
diminished the terror of the disease in the opinmi 
of the soldiers generally^ and even of l^e patienta 
themselves, who were thus enabled to keep up theiv 
spirits, and g«ned by doing so the fiurest chance of 
recovery. 

Meanwhile, determined to prosecute the conquest of 
Syria, Buonaparte resolved to advance to Saint Jean 
d^Acre, so celebrated in the ware of Palestine^ The 
Turkish Pacha, or governor of Syria, who, like 
others in his situation^ accounted himself almost an 
independent sovoreign^ was Achmet, wbo„ by his 
unrelenting cruelties and executions, had procured 
the terrible distinction of Djezzar,. or the Butchex.. 
Buonaparte addressed this formidable chief in twa 
letters, offi^ring hia alliance, and threatening Wm witl^ 
his vengeance if it should be rejected. To neither did 
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titt Fadia xeium any ateirev*^ tiM MMnd in., 
stance be put to dcatk the meaenger. The FxMdt> 
general advaaeed againat Acre, TOinog reveage. 
There vere, boweTer, obstadea to the auecesa of bia 
enterinisey oet which be had not catonla>wl> 

The Pacha bad communicated the appmaeb ef 
Nipokon to Sir Sidney Smithy to whom bad bean 
committed the charge of aaauttng the Toriia in their 
propoaed npeditiaato Egypt, and wbo» finr that pur* 
peie, waa cmiiing in the Lersnt He baatoned te 
sail far Acre with the Tigre and TbcaeiM*. abipa* 
of the line, and amving there two days ere the 
Fecnek made tbcir appearance^ contritauted greatly 
to pkoe the town^ the fortifications of whitb were. 
cm the old Gothic phtt% in a respectable elate rf 
defence. 

Sir Sidney Smith, wba so highly diatiRgnisbed 
htmadf cm this eecasioiay bad been kng celebrated 
foff the meat intrefiid ooiurage, and spirit of enter- 
p»e« Hia character was, besides, marked by those 
traila of Mthuaiasm at wbic^ cold and vulgar minda 
are apt to sneer, because incapable of understan^g 
tknn; yel^ without which great and honouraUo 
actiKms have rarely been achieved. He bad abo a 
talent, uncommon amang the En^^Ash,^ that of actii^ 
easily with finreign, and espedally with barbaieua 
tvQops,; and understanding how to make their eilarta 
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avftiling for the lervioeof the oottmon cause^ though 
exerted in a manner different from those of civiliaed 
nations. This brave officer having been frequently 
latniBted with the eharge of akurmbg the French, 
coast, had been taken on one occasion, and, contrary 
to the bwof nations, and out of a mean spirit ^of re- 
venge, was imprisoned in the Temple, from which he 
was ddiv^ed by a daring stratagem, ^ected by the 
French royalist party. He had not been many 
ham at Acre, when Provid^ce aflforded him a dis- 
tinguishing mark of favour. The Theseus, which 
had been detadied to intercept any French vessels 
that might be attending on Bucmaparte^s matdi, 
detected a small flotilla stealmg under Mount Car*- 
mel, and had the good fortune to make prize of 
seven out of nine of them. They were a convoy from 
Damietta, bound for Acre,. having on board heavy 
cannon, platforms, ammunition, and other neces- 
sary articles. These cannon and military stores, 
destined to form the si^e of Acre, became eminent* 
iy useful in its defence, and the consequence of 
thrir capture was eventually decisive of the struggk. 
General Fhilippeaux, a French royalist, and officer 
of engineers, immediately applied himself to place 
Ae cannon thus acquired, to the amount of betwixt 
tUrty and forty, upon the waUs whidi they had 
been intended to destroy. This officer, who had 
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been Buonaparte's school-fellow, and the* principal 
agent in delivering Sir Sidney Smith from prison, 
possessed rare talents in his profession. Thus strange-' 
ly met under the walls of Acre, an English officer, 
late a prisoner in the Temple at Paris, and a French 
colonel of engmeers, with the late general of the Army 
of Italy, the andent companion of Philippeaux,* 
and about to become almost the personal enemy of 
Smith. 

On the 17th March,' the French came in sight of 
Acre, which is built on a peninsula advandng into 
the sea, and so conveniently situated that vessels 
can lie near the shore, and annoy with their fire 
whatever advances to assault the fortifications. Not- 
withstanding the presence of two British ships of war, 
aiid the disappointment concerning his battering can- 
non, which were now pointed against him firom the 
ramparts, Buonaparte, with a characteristic perse- 
verance which on such an occasion was pushed into 
obstinacy, refiised to abandon his purpose, and pro- 
ceeded to open trenches, although the guns whidi he 
had to place in them were only twelve pounders. 



* FhiHppeaiut' died daring ihe siege, of ft fever Immgbt on by fa- 
tigue. Buonaparte spoke of him with moie respect than he usuafly 
showed to those who had been successful in opposing him. One . 
»sson might be, that the merit given to Philippeauz was in tome 
dcgBeasabtlnictedfiMai Sir Sidney Smith. The former was a French- 
man, and dead — the latter alive, and an Engliahman. 
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The point of fUtack w«6 a large low» wUdi pre- 
ckmniated orer the rest of the fbrdfications. A 
mine at the same tioie was nut under the extreme 
.cieieMCos* 

By the 28th Mardi a breach viuBeifeeted, themke 
was sprang* anil the French proceeded to the assauk 
upon that day. They advanced al the charg^g step, 
under a murdeieiis fire fimn the walls^ but had the 
mortification to find a deep ditch betwixt them and 
the towoTt They crossed it, neyortheless, by hdp of 
the sealfa^-Iadders whidi they carried with diem^ and 
finroed their way as far as the tower^ from which it 
is said that the defi^dos, impressed by the fate of 
Jaffa, were beginning to fly* They w«?e checked by 
the example of Djessar himselfy who fired his own 
pistols at the Fr^ch, and upbraided the Moslems 
iHbo w^e retreating from the walls. Thedefenees were 
again manned; the French* unable to sappcMrt^se- 
nawed firet were cbecked and forced back ; and the 
Turks falling upon than in thdr retreat widi sabre 
in hand, killed a numbar of their best men, and 
MaiUy» who commanded the party. Sorties were 
made firom the place to destroy the French works ; 
and although the cries with which the Turks carry 
on their military manoeuvres gave the alarm to the 
enemy, yet, assisted by a detachment of British sea- 
men^ th^y did the French considerable damage, re- 
comioitred the mine which they were forming anew, 
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and obttiilled the kfioirlec^ of its directbtt nec^sary 
to prepare a counter mine. 

Wkile the eteife was thm fiercely maintaitied on 
both Bides^ with mutual loss and inereased animosity, 
the besi^ers weve threatened with other dangers. 
An army of Moslem troops of various natbns, but 
tH actuated by the same religious s^l, had formed 
Aemsdres in the mountains of Samaria, and uniting 
with them the warlike inhabitants of that country, 
now called Naplous, formed the plan of attading the 
French army lying before Acre on one side, while 
Djessar and his allies should assail them upon the 
other. Kleber^ with his diTision, was dispatched by 
Buowspatto to disperse this assemblage. But though 
ha obtained consideraUe adrantages over detached 
parties of the Syrian army, their strength was so 
diapfoportionody that at last, whale he held« position 
Mir Mimnt Tabot> with two oir three thousand men, 
he was surrounded by about ten times his own num- 
ber. But his general>ifi-chief was hastenmg to his 
asnsttoice. Buonaparte left two divisions to keep the 
trMcfaes before Acre, and penettated into the country 
m three columns. Murat, at the head of a fourth, oc- 
cupied the pass called Jacob's Bridge. The attack, 
made on various points, was everywhere successfuL 
The camp of the Syrian army was taken ; thdr de- 
feat, ahnost their dispersion, was acoompUshed, while 
their scattered remains fled to Damascus. Buima- 
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parte relumed, crowned with laurelsi to the (nege of. 
Acre. 

Here, too^ the arrival of thirty heavy pieces of 
cannon from Jaffa seemed to promise that success, 
which the French had as yet been unable to attain. 
It was about this time that, walking on the Mount 
which still retains the name of Richard Coeur de 
Lion, Buonaparte expressed himself to M urat in 
these. terms, as he pointed to Saint Jean D^Acre :— - 
'* The fate of the East depends upon yonder petty 
town. Its conquest will insure the main olgect of 
my expedition, and Damascus will be the first fruit 
of it"^* Thus it would seem, that, while engaged in. 
the enterprise, Bumaparte held the same language, 
which he did many years after its failioe when at 
St Helena. 

Repeated and desperate assaults proved, that the 
consequence which he attached to taking Acre was 
asgi^at as his words expessed. The assailants, suf- 
fered severely on these occasions, for they were ex- 
posed to the fire of two ravelins, or external fortifica-. 
tions, whichhad beenconstructed under Philippcauufs 
directions, and at the same time enfiladed by the fire 
of the British shipping. At length, employing to 
the uttermost the heavy artillery now in his posses- 

* ReUled by Miot, as communicattd to him by Munic. 
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•ion, BuoMparte, in fijttto of a bloody «nd obstkmte 
opposition, forcedhis way to the disputed tower, and 
made a lodgment on the second story. It afford- 
ed, however, no access to the town ; and the troop» 
remained there as in a cul-de-sac^ the lodgment being 
covered from the English and Turkish fire by a work 
constructed partly of packs of cotton, partly of the 
dead bodies of the slain, built up along with them. 

At this critical moment, a fleet, bearing reinforce^ 
ments long hoped for and much needed, appeared 
in view of the garrison. They contained Turkish' 
troops under the command of Hassan Bey. Yet^ 
near as they were, the danger was imminent that Acre 
might be taken ere they co^ld land. To prevent such 
a misfortune. Sir Sidney Smith in person proceeded 
to the disputed tower, at the head of a body of British 
seamen, armed with pikes. They united themselves 
to a corps of brave Turks, who defended the breach 
rather .with heavy stones than. with other weapons. 
The heap of ruins which divided the contending par- 
ties served as a breast-work to both. The muzzlea 
of the muskets touched each other, and the spear- 
h^adis of the standards were locked together. , At this 
moment pne. of tl^ Turkish raiments. of Hassan^s 
apay, which had by this time landed, made a sortie 
upon the French ; and though they were driven back, 
yet the diversion occasioned the besiegers to be forced 
from their lodgment. . 
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AlNMhjiiiiig the ill-oiiieiied tower^ whMi bad 4fiO0t 
the besiegers sd mmj mm, BuouBparle now tt»Md 
his efforts tow«fdii a cMtiderdble breach that had beei 
effected in the eurtaiii, and which pnmiised a more 
easy entrance. It proved, indeed, but too easj ; finr 
Djeczittr Pacha opposed to the assault on this oooasita 
a new mode of tactics. Confiding in his sttperiiMr num- 
bers, he suffered the French, who were commanded 
by the intrcfpid General Lannes, to surmount the 
breach without opposition, by which they penetrated 
into the body of the place. They had no sooner en- 

^ tiered, than a numerous body of Turks mingled among 
them with loud shouts ; and ere they had time Or 
room to avairthemsehres of their discipline, lMN>ught 
them into that state of dose fighting, where strength 
and 3^1ity are superior to every other acquirement. 
The Turks, wielding the sabre in one hand, and the 

''pi»ttiardin theother, cut to pieces almost all theFrendi 
who had altered. General Rambaud lay a headeas 
corpse in the breach-^Lannes was with diflicuky 
brought off, severely wounded. The Tnrks gave no 
quarter; andinstantlycuttingthe heads off of those 
Whom they slew, carried them to the Pacha, who sat 
in puUte distributing money to those who brought 
him these bloody trophies, wMdi now lay piled in 
Ittaps around him«. This was the mth assault upon 
these tottering and Uood-stamed ramparts. *' Vie. 
tory,"* said Napoleon, <Ms to the most persevering ^ 
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aod, oonlMiiy ito i^ ad^^m «f KU^r, he rMolved 
ap(^ aiwfeher md jet nmre dnperata tttmelr. 

On tlie SlBt Mty tiie fi&id: effort im madew Tile 
titadk of the momliig fiuled, and Cokmel Yeneint re- 
newed it at ndiidfty^ << Be assured,'^ said he to Boo- 
aaparle, '^ Acre shall be yours to-nigfat, or YeneiixwUl 
die on the breach.^* He kept Us wotd at^e cost of 
his life. Boo was also skm, whoae division had been 
the executionenbfthie garrison of JaiRi* The French 
no^ retreated, dispirited, and despairing of miccess. 
The contest h*d been canried on at hidf a tnui^et shot 
distance ; and the bodies of the dead lying around, 
pntiified nnder the bumii^ sun, and spread dis^ 
ease among the survivors* An attempt was made 
to establish a suspnuoon of anos for removing this 
horrible annoyance. Miot says that the Pacha te^ 
tamed no answer to the proposal of th^ French. 
According to Sir ^dney Smithes official reports, the 
armistice £x this humane purpose was actually 
agreed cm, but broken off by the French firing upon 
those who were engaged in the melancholy ofllce, 
and then rushing on to make their last unsuccessful 
charge and assault upon the breach. This would 
have been a crime so useless, And would have tended 
so much to the inconvenience <^ the French them- 
selves, that we cmnot help suspecting some misun- 
derstandbg had occurred, and that the interruption 
was under a wrong conception of the purpose of the 
wcwldng party. 
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Tliis is the more probable, as Sir Sidney Smiihr 
who reports the drcumstaitce, was not at this time 
disposed to put the best construction on any action 
of Buonaparte^s, who, on the other hand, regarded 
the British seaman with peculiar dislike, and eveir 
nialignity. The cause of personal quarrel betwixt 
them was rather singular. 

Buonaparte had addressed the sulgects of Achmet 
I>}ezEar's pachalik, in terms inviting them to re* 
volt, and join the French ; yet was much offended 
when, imitating his own policy, the Pacha and Sir 
Sidney Smith caused letters to be sentinto his camp 
before Acre, urging his soldiers to mutiny and de- 
sertion. Sir Sidney also published a proclamatioii. to^ 
the Druses, and other inhabitants of the country, 
calling on them to trust the faith of a Christhm 
knight, rather than that of an unprincipled renegadiei 
Nettled at these insults, Buonaparte declared that the 
EngUsh commodore was mad ; and, accordmg ta his 
account, Sir Sidney replied by sending him a chal* 
lei^^ The French general scornfully refused thi& in- 
vitation, unless the challenger would bring MarRx)- 
roiigh to meet him, but offered to send one of his 
grenadiers to indulge the Englishman's desire of sin- 
gle combat. The good taste of the challenge may 
be doubted, if indeed such was ever sent; but the 
scorn of the reply ought to have been mitigated, con^ 
sidering it was addressed to one, in consequence of 
whose dauntless and determined opposition Buona- 
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psrte't fimnvile otgwt had failed, and who was pna- 
aendy to oompdi him for. the first time to an inglo. 
xjous.retreat. 

j^other calumny, dxculated by Buonaparte againat 
die English comaiodore, was, that Sir Sidney Smith, 
had «tideayouved to expose his French priscmers la 
the infection of the plagne, by placing them in ves- 
sels where that dreadfiil contagion prevailed. Thk 
diarge had no other foundation, than in Buonaparte^a 
wish, by spreading sudi a scandal, to break off all 
oommunieatioB between the commodore and the dig- 
contented of his own army. Afierihe heat excited by 
their angry collision had long subsided, it is amusii^^ 
to find Napoleon, when in the island of Saint He- 
lena, dedaring, that his ojHnion of Sir Sidney Smith 
was altered for the better, since he had become ac- 
^piaiated with the rest of his countrymen, and that 
he now considered him as a worthy sort of man—- for 
an Englbhman. 

The siege of Acre had now continued «ixty days 
smce tiie opening of the trenches. The besi^i^ers had 
marched no less than eight times to the assault, while 
deven desperate sallies were evidence of the obstinacy 
dl the defence. Several of the best French generals 
were killed; among the rest Caffarelli,* for whom 



* Cafi&relli was shot in the dbow, and died of the amputatioa 
of the limb. He had before lost a leg, which induced the French 
•oidiers, who disliked him as one of the principal eontriTWS of the 
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Boontpatehidpttticiilarctteeii; taidAemamywm 
giMdy leduced by the swoid and the plague^ whick 
raged at once among their devoted bands. Betrtat 
becMBe inevitable. Yet Buonaparte endtanrowed to 
give it such & coloiifing aa. nught aaaka the measura 
Beem voluntary. Sometinea he annonnoed tlMt Ua 
pwrpoae of going to Aeie mm snflkientfy aeoompUab* 
ed when he bad battered downi the palace of the P*^ 
da ^ at other times he afinned he bed left the vpbefe 
town a heap of ruim ; and fitiatty, he infbmed the 
Diieetory that he eeold easily have taken the jimte^ 
but the plague bebg ttfging within ks watt^ and it 
bemg impeasiUe to prevent die troops from seising 
on infected clothes for part of their booty i he bed ra^ 
ther deehned the capture of Acre^ than ran the liah 
of intcodocing this horrid aalady among his sridiers* 
What his veal fcelingB must have bccn» while oovem 
ing his chagni with such flimsy pffetexts» may be 
conjectured from the following frank avowal to Ins 
attendants in Saint EMenn. Speaking of the de- 
pendence of the most important affairs on the UKNit 
trivial^ he remarksy that the mistake of the captain 



Egypdan expe4itioii, to say, when they saw him hobble past^ ^^ He, 
at least, need care little about the matter — ^he is sure to have one foot 
ia Fzance^" He had some days ^rfiwuim be£oxe he died ; but Count 
' lias Casas reports, that whenever Buon^arte was announced, hl^ 
yest ao m y, his name a loo e ..aeemad to cum the waadflxliigs of 
tha patie■«^l spsit, and Aat tbls plMioiMiwn wtts renewed mx oftcH 
at Iba OiMMl NMMks him a vjaiu 
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oCafrigftte, who bore away,iii8lead ctffindng lifapftA. 
sanf to the place of his destbation, had prevented 
the face of the world from being totally changed. 
^^ Acre,^ he said, <^ would otherwise have been ta- 
ken — the French army would have flown to Damas- 
cus and Aleppo— ^in a twinkling of an eye they would 
have been on the Euphrates — ^the Syrian Christians 
would have joined us«^the Druses, the Armenians 
would have united with us.*^ — Some one replied, 
^^ we might have been reinforced to the number of 
akumbed thouaaiid meii.''*-^^^ Say six hvndted thou- 
sand,^ said the Emperor ; *^ who can calculate the 
amount? I would have reached Constantinople aiid 
the Indieft-^ would hafve changed the fiice of fbe 
wotM."* 



* Las CaMw*' Jouraid de k Vie Pi$i^, &c it Nspoleoir, torn. I. 
partie Moondey pb. Sii' Tbc extravaguice •! NapcieM'« ^mi muu 
vMMy remlBda in af die vtmiitf of baman wuhe». The cause to 
which he aMtibes it is the fuutake of a captain of a frigate, who, in- 
stead of forcing his way to Acre, against the opposition of two ships 
of the line, was unfortunately taken by them. This is a naode of 
zeasoning which Napoleon was very ready to adopt. The mis- 
carriage of his plans was seldom imputed by him to the success^ 
fal wisdom or valour of an enemy, but to some accidental circum- 
stance, or blunder, which deranged liie scheme which must odierwise 
have ^em infaBible. Some of his beat generate were of a difl^rent 
opinion, and considered the rashness of the attack upon Acre, as in. 
volving the certainty of failure. Kleber is reported to have said, that 
die Tinks defended thfmselveB with the AB of Chsisiiaos, and that 
the French attacked like Tuika. 

2 
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CHAPTER IV 



Diicui&ion concerning the alleged Poisoning of ike Sick in 
4k$ Boepitab at Jqffa.-^Napoleon aequiited of the Charge. 
— Frendk Army re-enter Cairo on thelUh June.-^Betro^ 
epect of what had taken place in Upper and Lower Egypt 
during hie Absence. — Incur Hon of Murad Bey. — 18,000 
Tusrke occupy Aboukir — Attacked and defeated by Buona- 
parte^Thie Victory terminates Napoleon's Career in Egypt. 
•^Views of his Situation there after that Battle. — Admiral 
<jkmtheaume receives Orders to make ready for Sea— On 
the 2^ August, Napoleon . embarks for France, having 
Kleber and Menou first and second in Command of the Army 
--Arrives in AJaceio, in Corsica, on the SOth September^ 
and lands at Frejus, in France, on the 9th October, 



The retreat frojn before Acre was conducted with 
equal skill and secrecy, though Buonaparte was com^ 
pelled to leave behind his heavy cannon, which, he 
either buried or threw into the sea. But by a ru- 
mour which long prevailed in the French army, he 
was alleged to have taken a far more extraordinary 
measure of preparation for retreat, by destroying with 

8 
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ojiiaiii the nick in tbe hoqptalt, who wM not mmcix 
iiovgyUik the vaxny^ 

This tnau«ctioa is said to h»re Ukw^hac^ wider 
the fgllowini; cirpumstances^i The siege of Acre be- 
ing raised on the ^Oth of May 1799, the French ar- 
my retreated to Jaffa, where their military hosjutals 
had been ^tablished during the siege. Upon the 
S7th, Buonaparte was under the necessity of conti- 
nuing his retreat, and in the meantime such of the 
patients iis were convalescent were sent forward on 
the road to £gypt, under the necessary precautions 
for their safety. There remained an indefinite num- 
bw,. reaching at the greatest computation to be- 
twixt twenty and thirty, but stated by Buonaparte 
himself to be only seyeni whose condition was despe- 
rate. Their disease was the plague, and to carry them 
onward, seemed to threaten the army with infection ; 
while to leave th^n behind, was abandoning them to 
the cruelty of the Turks, by whom all stragglers and 
prisoners were cruelly murdered, often with protract- 
ed torture. It was on this occasion that Buonaparte 
submitted to Desgenettes, chief of the medical staff, 
the propriety of ending the victims' misery by a dose 
of opium. The physidan answered, with the heroism 
belonging to his profession, that his art taught him 
bow to cure men, not how to kill them. 

The proposal was agreeable to BuonaparteV prin- 
ciples, who, advocating the legality of suidde, na- 

VOL. IV. K 
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tiirally might believe, that if a man has a right to 
relieve himself of intolerable evils by depriving him- 
self of life, a general or a monarch may deal forth 
that measure to his soldiers or subjects, which he 
would think it advisable to act upon in his own case. 
It was consistent, also, with his character, rather to 
look at results than at the measures which were to 
produce them, and to consider in many cases the 
end as an excuse for the means. ** I would have 
desired such a relief for myself in the same circum- 
stances,"^ he said to Mr Warden. To O'Meara he 
affirmed, ^^ that he would have taken such a step even 
with respect to his own son.^ The fallacy of this 
reasoning is demonstrable ; but Buonaparte was sa- 
bred from actbg on it by the resistance of Desgenettes. 
A rear^'guard was left to protect these unhappy men ; 
and the English found some of them alive,*who, if 
Desgenettes had been more compliant, would have 
been poisoned by their physician. If Buonaparte was 
guilty of entertaining such a purpose, whether en- 
tertained from indifference to human life, or from 
wild and misdirected ideas of humanity, he met an 
appropriate punishment in the general belief which 
long subsisted, that Uie deed had been actually car- 
ried into execution, not in the persons of a few expi- 
ring wretches only, but upon several hundred men. 
Miot says the report was current in the French army, 
—Sir Robert Wilson found it credited among their 
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tfficen, when they became the English prisonees,— 
and Count Las Casas admits it was generally believed 
by die soldiets. But though popular credulity eagerly 
receives whatever stories are marked by the horrible 
and wonderful, history, on the contrary, demands 
direct evidence, and the existence of powerful mo- 
tives, for whatever is beyond the ordinary bounds of 
credibility. The poisoning of five or six hundred men 
is neither easily managed nor easily concealed ; and 
why should the French leader have had recourse to it, 
since, like many a retreatmg general before him, he 
had only to leave the patients for whom he had not 
tile means of transportation ? To poison tiie sick and 
helpless, must have destroyed his interest with the 
remainder of his soldiers ; whereas, to have left them 
to their fate, was a matter too customary, and too 
much considered as a point of necessity, to create 
any discontent* among those, whose interest, as well 



* Miot gitet « oidanciioly, but too true a |nctare, of tbe indiiler. 
ence with which loULion, when on a retieat, regaxd the sufiezioga of 
those whose strength does not enable them to keep up with the 
march. He describes a man, affected by the fear of being le^ to the 
empties of the Turks, snatching up his knapsack, and staggering 
after the column to which he belonged, while his glazed eye, uncer- 
tain motion, and stumbling pace, excited the fear of some* and the 
ridicule.of others. '^ His. account is made up,*' said one of his com* 
rules, as he reeled about amongst Aem like a drankaid. *^ He will 
not make a long march of it,** said another.. And when, afUr move 
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aa Uun of Ibttbr geseniiy ooBsigled m moriiig on u 
fiiaft as poanUe. Agak^ had audi a boniUe ove** 
dient beedi had recoiurae to, it could not banre oscap^ 
the knowledge of Sir Sidney Smith, who would not 
ha?o failed to give the homd fact pubUdty, weve it 
only to letaliate upon Buonaparte for the scandalous 
accusations which he had circulated against the Eng- 
lish* But though he mentions various complaints 
which the prisoners made against their general, and 
though he states himsdf to have found seven men alive 
in the hospitals at Jaffa, (being apparently the very 
paraona whom it had been proposed to dispatch by 
opium,) he says not a word of what he would doubt- 
less have told not unwillingly, had there been g;round 
for believing it. Neither, among the numerous per- 
sons to whom the truth must be known, has any one 
come forward since Buonaparte^s fall, who could give 
tho least evidence to auth^:iticate the report other- 
wise than as a rumour, that had sprung out of the 
unjustifiable proposal which had indeed been made 
bjf Buonaparte to Desgmettes, but vm^t aoted vpon. 
The same patient and impartial investigation, diere- 



laan OM adl, W at kagth b4n«ne naable to. lisc, the. obsevrstioBy 
tiMt <* he had taken ttp liie qoarten,'* irae all the moui which it 
iraa thought BeMeiary te nake. ItlahithHeteaea, aaMiotjaatly 
fllNMrves^ that hiaifcenee and aeU^iMiahaeenauiiivciaAl; and he 
ihal would be eomlbrtable aauM manage to relf en his own ezer- 
tione, and, above all, to remain in good health. 
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lblP6, wMcfc €c»ipeb OEi to iMOfid «iMl tbe iiiai^^ 
Ae TvilA&k pmon^is in <^(dd blood is fbHy plowed, 
indttceB us fo dedare, ^hat the ptiaoning of die mk 
at Jaffa has been aflSmed without soffident evidenee. 

BaoBttpaite ^ontmiied his retreat from Syria, an- 
noyed by the natives, who faanused his marcii, and 
retafiattng the kijnries which he iroeiYed, by phin« 
deriiig and kmiittg the viUages which hiy in tibe 
ceiine of his march. Heleft Ja&oiiiheaSthMay, 
and upon die 14th June re^aitcred Cairo, with a re- 
potaiiea not fk> mueh increased by the viefeory nt 
M0imt Tabor, as diim&ialwd and sallied lor dtettnM 
by Ae relxeat frcHia Acre. 

Lower E^ypty doiri^g tiie absence efBttonaparte» 
had tenunned undistnriwd, unless by partial insor- 
reetiMis. In one oftheaetti impostor peraraatodduit 
mysletioiis individnaly the ImaiunHdhadi,of whom 
die Oriwtals bsGeve dat he is not dead» but is 
destined to tetumend combat Antichrist, before the 
eonsumnrndon of idl things takes place. This pre-, 
tender to supematmral power, as well as odfeers who 
jiaeei diemsdves at the head of insunecdras widi- 
out «ach high pretennons, was completely defeated; 
and the French ahowed the greatest severity in pu- 
nishing dieir fcdDowers, and die country wluch had 
finnidied then widi partisans. 

In Upper Egypt Aere had been more obstinate 
oontenden. Mtumd Bey, already mentbned as the 
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aUest chief of the Mamelukes, had maintaiiied him- 
sdf in that country with a degree of boldness and 
sagacity, which gave the French much trouble. His 
fine force of cavalry enabled him to advance or re^ 
treat at pleasure, and his perfect acquaintance with 
the country added much to his advantage, 

Dessaix, sent agwist Murad after the battle of 
the Pyramids, had again^ defeated the Mameluke 
cfakf at Sedinan, where was onoe more made evi- 
dent the superiority of European discipline over the. 
valour of the irregular cavalry of the East. Stiir the 
destruction of the enterprising Bey was far from com* 
plete. Reinforced by a body of cavalry, Dessaiz, in* 
the month of December 1798, again attackedhim,and, 
after a number of encounters, terminating generally 
to the advantage of the French, the remaining Mame* 
lukes, with their allies the Arabs, were at length com* 
polled to take shelter in the Desert 3E^pt seemed en^ 
tirely at the command of the French ; andCos6eur,^a. 
sea-port bn the Red Sea, had be^ taken possession 
of by a flotilla, fitted out to command that giil£ 

Three or four weeks after Buonaparte> return firom 
Syria, this flattering state of tranquilliiy seemed on 
the point of being £sturbed. Murad Bey, re-enter- 
ing Upper Egypt with his Mamelukes and allies, 
descended the Nile in two bodies, one occupying 
each bank of the river. Ibrahim Bey, formerly his 
partner in the government of Egypt, made a corre* 
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iipoiidiiig mov^m^t towwds the frantiears of Syda, 
m if to Qoiniiiimicate with the right-b«nd (division of 
MurMT's anny. La Grange was dispatched against 
t)fte Mamelukes who occupied, the right bank, while 
Murat marched against those who, uoder the. Bey 
himself, were descending^^the J^^ile. The FreP9h were 
aitertained at the idea of the two Muiats^ f» they 
termed them, from the.simi^Uy of their names* 
meeting and encountering each other ; but the Mar 
meluke Murad retceiited bcdSoare Le Beau Sabreur 
— ^the handsome s^nrordsmanr-rof the French army. 
. Meantime the cause-of this incursion was explain- 
ed by the appearance of a Turkish fleet off Alexan- 
dria, who disembarked ^hte^ thousand -men at 
Aboukir. This Turkish, army possessed themselves 
of the fort, and proceeded to. fortify themselves, ex- 
pectmg the ahival of the Mamelukes, aecoirding to 
the plan which IumI previously been adjusted for ex- 
pelling the French from Egypt This news readied 
Buonaparte near the Pyramids, to which he had ad« 
vanoed, in order to ensure the destruction of Murad 
.Bey. The airival of the Turks instantly recalled him 
.to Alexandria, whence he marched to Aboukir to re- 
pel the invaders. He joined his army, which had 
assembled firom all points within a short distance of 
the Turkish campf and was employed late in the 
night making preparations for the battle on the next 
aKmaing, . Murat was alone with Buonaparte, when 
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«ke hftt ittdUkiily uwde Ad oi«cuUttr ^ediMtiM^ ^ 48o 
hair it (riHy Ibis l*ttk wfll dtiM^ tli6 Ade of the 

^« Th»ik«e of thiii^itMfy M iMSt^^'t^^ptii^ MittUt, 

kig. 5^ But the TvAi Bxt nilfaMt h<ttM, and if ^rrmr 
^ifittttry irere cbtti^ «o tfa« teeth by cMftky, thqr 
shiftH be MO eh«rged lo^monow by miiie«^ 

Napokon'a ateittii^, he#«¥ei^i infemd iMt to 
E^Kf|i«k»e, bttt ta Biuiropei <» %hieh he ptebftUy 
•fcmd^ loedkitted an tmexpeeced tetum, whieli -ttost 
htfvebeeKpMveBlellMid he aoteiioeeededliiM»htain- 
iag the meet ^smjdietetniflDfboiwtbt^Tinlte The 
learriiiglinEgyptiaii^uetty, aiiii^^ at beat, 
9KwU htt^e bees ijllogeibMr inddfeiuAJe tatd tftMe 
temaiiMMl an en^ay u 4idr feoaai. 

JNText laming, being the Mtb Jidy, BumafRttfe 
i an attnek im the advanced pesia ef ^be 
and aaeoeeded m drivbg them in upondie 
Main bodyy ^rhieh waa oeaMntuided by Sdd Mjmtapha 
Padm. in dMir fifst altacky the Fiendi wOTv^enft. 
benlly «iioo!Qi^M^ and punned the fbgitiite TQtkg 
taiheirentfemiittfento, doing great eieottliinw But 
wh^ the batteries openednpon them firom die trendih 
es, nUk they were at the same time axpoaed to tke 
Sae fiom thegm^boate m the bay , Uiof in^tuoaby 
was cheeked; and the TuiiGssaUyingput^^pon tbfM 
njth their mttshats slnng at their backer miAt mA 
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1i«viie ftmotig the Ftenck ^ith ihehr MtaM^ prnti^g, 
and fistols, as compelled them to retreat in their 
tttm. The adrsiitage iras lost by Ae ei^^enieM of 
the baihtftiatis tix possess themsdires of the beade ai 
their fidlen enemies, for whieh they x«eehre a cettaitt 
fewwd. They thretr themsdtes eottfasedly out of 
theetttrenchmettts toobtmii "theaebloady tealliiioriab, 
and were in considerable disorder, when IJhe FvmA 
snddeidy rallied, charged them with great fbry, Aftive 
them back into die works, and acaled flM msparts 
dong wilii them. 

Murat had made good his promise of the^ree». 
ding evening, and had been ever in the fimut of ibe 
battle. When the F^nch had snnnounted the en- 
trencSunents, he formed*aedunm which reversed \ht 
position of die Turks, and pressing them widi llie 
bayoMet, threw than into utter and ttextrieaMe coti- 
fiision. Fired upon and attadsed ^m every pdtti, 
Aey became, instead of an army, a-eonfiised rabble, 
who, in the impetuosity of aninmd terror, threw 
tihemselves by hundreds and by thousands into the 
sea, which at once seemed covered with turbans. It 
wasnoIongera.batde,bQtamassaere; atfditwas^only 
when wearied with dacighter Aat quaiter was giveo 
to about six thousand men — ^the rest of the Tuiinh 
army, origbiOly consisting of eighteen thousand, pe- 
rished on the field or in the wafves« Mustapha Padta 
was tahen, and^arried in triimiph belere Buonapairte. 
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The hai^bty Turk had not lost his pride with bis 
fortunes. ^^ I will take care to inform the Sultan^^ 
said the victor, meaning to be courteous, ^^ of the 
courage you dbplayed in this battle, though it has 
been your mishap to lose it^ 

^' Thou may^st save thyself the trouble,'^ answer^ 
ed the prisoner, haughtily ; <^ my master knows me 
better than thou canst"" 

Buonaparte returned in triumph to Cairo on the 
^th August ; haying, however, as he continued to 
represent himself friendly to the Porte, previously 
set^on foot a negotiation for liberation of the Turk- 
ish prisoners. 

This s{dendid and most decisive victinry of Abou- 
kir concluded Napoleon'^s career in the East It 
was imperiously necessary, ere he could have ven- 
tured to quit the command of his army, with the hope 
of preserving his credit with the public ; and it ena- 
bled him to plead that he left Egypt for the time in 
absolute security. 

His military views had indeed been uniformly suc- 
cessful ; and Egypt was under the dominion of France 
as completely as the sword could subject it For two 
years afterwards, like the stnmg man in the parable, 
they kept the house which they had won, until in 
there came a stronger, by whom they were finally 
and forcibly expelled 

But though the victory over the Turks afforded the 
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Frendi for the tiine undiBftoibed possessioii of Egypt^ 
the sitoadon of Buonaparte no longer permitted 
him those brilliant and immense prospects, in wluch 
his imagination loved to luxuriate. His troops were 
oondderaUy weakened, and the miscariiage at Acre 
dwelt on the recollection of the survivors. The 
march upon Constantinople was now an impoissihilityy 
diat to India an empty dream. To establish a French 
colony in Egypt, of which Buonaparte sometimes 
talked, and to restore the Indian traffic to the shoret 
of the Red Sea, thus sapping the sources of British 
prosperity in India, was a work for the time of peace, 
when the necessary communication was not impeded 
by the naval superiority of England. The French 
General had estdblisl^d, indeed, a Chamber of Com* 
merce ; but what commerce could take place from a 
closely blockaded harbour ? Indeed, even in a mott 
propitious season, the establishment of a padfk o6- 
lony was no task for the ardent and warlike Napo- 
leon, who, althot^h his acUve spirit was prompt in 
striking out commercial schemes, was not possess- 
ed of the patience or steadiness necessary to carry 
them to success. It follows, that if he remained in 
Egypt, his reddence there must have resembled the 
situation of a governor in a large city, threatened in- 
deed, but as yet in no danger of being besiq;ed, where 
the only fame which can be acquired is that due to 
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pnident ttud pi^mt vigHsnoe. Tliiiweiddbe«tioit 
which no yoang or ambitkmf soldier would cofviet, pv^. 
▼idtfig he h«d diechoice of bmg ei^(iged in meie 
active senrioe. On Ae other hand^ firom events whidh 
we shall endeavour to trace in the next chapter^ thene 
<qpened a scene rf ambiden in France, which penosit- 
ted an almost bonndless extent of iiopes and wiflhes. 
Thus Napoleon had the choice either of becoming a 
candidate for one of the geeatest prises which the 
world a£Sirded«^he snpfeme anthotity in that fine 
coantry-t«or of remaining the goYcmor of a defensiYe 
army in Egypty wailing the arrival of some new in- 
vaders-^EngUsfa, Russians^ or Turks, to dispute his 
conquest with him. Had he diosen this latter line of 
coBduc<^ he naght hatie soon feund himsdf the vassal 
of Moreauy or some other military adirenturer, (per- 
haps from his own ItaMan army^) who, v^giiuri]^ on 
the course from whidi he had himsdf withdrawn, 
had attained to the govemment <^ France, and m^ht 
soon hare been issuing orders from the Luxembourg 
« the Tuilleiies to GfineniL.Bitonapaite, in the style 
of a sovereign to his sul^ect* 

There xonained to be separated those strong 
ties, whkh were formed betwixt Napoleon and the 
aimy which he had so often led to victory^ and 
whe unqoestional^ tlioi^^ he had cast his lot to 
Uve or die witii Aism* But uttdoobtedly he mif^ 
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hm depftrmre by tiM c(nuMM«ti«nf ih«i he 
left than YiclMmoiu over tk<w bcMMtful enemy, and 
niihoiit the ehenoe of being q^eedily wimmoned to 
^fidid; endwecanieeiioTewQaformppQsing, as 
beg been eUq^> that aiq^tbing Uke fear had an in* 
fluMee in indomng Ni^Kdeon's desertion, as it has 
baca temedf <tf his ainny. We cannot, indeed* give 
Un credit for the absolute and puiedesue of serving 
and Having France, wUeh is claimed by his more de- 
voted adherents, as the sole motive of his retium to 
£nn]ipe; but ve have no doubt that aoae feelings of 
this Und*-to whidi,* as we are powerful in deceiviiig 
oiwielvea, he Inmself mi^t afford more weight than 
they deservocU-mingled mxh bis more selfish hopei, 
and that he look this impertant s^P with the desire of 
serving his country, as wi^l as of advancing his own 
interest Nor should it be f<»gotten, that the welfioe 
even of the Egyptian army, as well as his own ambi- 
tious views, required that he should try his fcartune at 
Paris. If he did not personally exert himself these, 
ifr aeeifted U^ly probable s<Hne revolutim mig^t take 
phce, in which one of the consequences might be, 
that the victors of £gypt» deserted by their country- 
men, $houId be compelled to lay down their arms* 

The'«vewmtaooep m which Buoanparte's msohir 
titm is satdtQ haveorifpnated, as related hy hiaoself, 
were singulndy fenuitoua* Some inmrcourse took 
|daee with the Turkish fleet, in consequenoe of his 
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sendbg the wounded Turks on boaid, and Sir Sidney^ 
Smith, by way of taundng the French general widi - 
the successes of the Russians in Italy, sent him a set 
of newspapers containing an account of Suwarrow^s 
Tictories, and a deplorable view of the French affittrs 
on the continent. If we may trust other authoritiesy 
however, to be quoted in their proper place, he al- 
ready knew the state of afikirs, both in Italy and 
France, by his own secret correspondence with Paris, 
informing him hot only of the military reverses which 
the armies of the latter country had sustained, but of 
the state of parties, and of the public mind, — ^intelli- 
gence of greater utility and accuracy than could have 
been communicated by the English newspapers. 

Howsoever his information was derived, Buona- 
parte lost no time in acting upon it, with all the se- 
crecy which a matter of such importance required. 
Admiral Gantheaume, who had been with the army 
ever since the destruction of the fleet, received the 
GeneraVs orders to make ready for sea, with all pos- 
sible dispatch^ two frigates then lying in the har- 
bour of Alexandria. 

Meantime, determined to preserve his credit with 
the Institute, and to bring evidence of what he 
had done for the cause of science, Buonaparte com- 
manded Monge, who is said to have suggested the 
expedition, and the accomplished Denon, who be- 
lts historian, with Berthollet, to prepare to 
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aeoompany Um to Alexandria. Of military chiefe, 
be selected the Generals Berthier, Murat, Lannes^ 
Mannont, Dessaix, Andreossy, and Bessieres, the 
best and most attached of bis officers. He left 
Cairo as soon as he heard the frigates were ready 
and the sea open, making a visit to the Deha the 
pretext of his tour. Kleber and Menou, whom he 
meant to leave first and second in command, were 
appointed to meet him at Alexandria. But he had an 
interview with the latter only. 

Kleber, an excellent soldier, and a man of consi- 
derable parts, was much displeased at the hasty and 
disordered manner in which the command of an im- 
portant province, and a diminished army, were thrust 
upon him, and remonstrated, in a letter to the Di- 
rectory, upon the several points of the public service, 
which, by his conduct on this occasion, Buonaparte 
had neglected or endangered. Napoleon afterwards 
laboured hard to answer the accusations which these 
remonstrances implied, and to prove, that, in leaving 
the Egyptian army, he had no intention^of abandon- 
ing it ; on the contrary, that he intended either to 
return in person, or to send powerful succours. 
He blamed Gantheaume, at a later period, for not 
having made his way from Toulon to Alexandria, 
with reinforcements and supplies. But Buonaparte, 
slow to Bee what contradicted a fiivourite project, 
eould never be made to believe, unless when in the 
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very act of expetknciog it» thai the avpmmiy of 
the British nayal power depends upcm orcmnstimce^ 
totally different from those which can be removed by 
equal courage, or even equal skill, on the part of the 
French naval oflSicers, and that until it be removed, 
it will be at great hasard that France shall ever at- 
tempt to retain a province so distant as Egypt 

Napoleon left behind him a short prodamatioUft 
apprising the army that news of importance hom 
France had recalled him to Europe, but that they 
should soon hear tidings of him. He exhorted 
them in the meantime to have confidence in their 
new commander, who possessed, he said, his good 
opinion, and that of the government, and in those 
terms he bade them farewell. Two frigates. La Mui- 
ron and La Carere, being ready for sea, the General 
embarked from an unfrequented part of ^ beach on 
the S3d August . Menou, who had met him there, 
came to Denon and others, who had attended the ren* 
dezvous without knowing exactly its purpose, as they 
were gasing in surprise at the unusual sight of two 
Freuch frigates ready to put to sea,, and infiMrm* 
ed them with agitation that Buonaparte waited for 
them. They followed as in a dream ; but Denon had 
already secured that mass of measurements, drawings, 
manuscript^ and objects of ftpti qM f ffi fwi and scienli^c 
curiosity, which afterwards enable him to complete 
^be splendid work, which now contams the only per* 

10 
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maiiffDt or uiefiil fimifs of the memoraUe expefidon 
to Egypt 

Ere the fiigates were far firom land, they were i^ 
coDnoitred by an English conrette, a cbcumstance 
wldeh seemed of evil augury. Buonaparte assured 
his companions, l^ his usual allusions to his oWn 
destiiqr* ^* We will arrive safe,^ he said ; <* Fortune 
will nerer abandon u8-*we will arrive safe in de- - 
spite of the enemy .^ 

To avoid the English cruisers, the vessels coasted 
the shores of Africa, and the wind was so contrary, 
that they made but an hundred leagues in twenty days. 
During this time Buonaparte studied alternately the 
BiUe aiid the Koran, more solicitous, it seemed, about 
the history of the countries which he had left behind, 
than the part which he was to play in that to which he 
was hastening. .At length they ventured to stand 
northward, and on the dOth September, they entered, 
by sbgttlar chance, the portof Ajaodo in Corsica, and 
Buonaparte found himself near his native city.* On 
the 7th October, they again put to sea, but, upon ap- 
preaching the French coast, they found themselves in 



* The Datives taane off in numbers to see their fflustrious ooun- 
tryman, but as he does not appear to have landed,' his tzansient pre- 
leDce in.the haibour formed no exception to what is said in yoL III. 
p. 23, of his not rerisitmg his own country. 

VOL. IV. T 
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the ndgfabottrhood of a squadran erf E^lirii moMf- 
war. The admiral would have tacked about, taietoKn 
^ Corsica. ^^ To do 80^ said Buonaparte, ^^ would 
be to take th^road to England— I amaeekiiig that to 
France."^ He probably meant that the manoeuvre 
would attract the attrition of the Eogliflh. They 
kept on their course ; but the peril of being captured 
seemed so imminent, that, thou{^ sttU several leagues 
from the shore, Gantheaume pr^poaed to man his 
long-boat, in order that the General might attempt 
his escape in bar. Buonaparte observed, that that 
m^sure might be deferred till the case was more 
deqperate* 

At length, they passed, unsuspected and unques- 
tioned, through the hostile squadron, aad on the 9di 
October, at ten in the morning, he on whose fate the 
world so long seemed to dep^id, landed at S t ilapheail, 
nearFrejus. HehaddepartedattheheadofapoWeifid 
fleet, and a victorious army, on an expedition design- 
ed to alter the destinies of the most ancient nations 
of the world. The result had been fiur from commen- 
surate to the means employed-— The fleet had peridi- 
ed — ^the army was blockaded in a distant province, 
when their arms were most necessary at home. He 
returned clandestinely, and almost alone ; yet Provi- 
dence designed that, in this apparendy deserted con- 
dition, he should be the instrument 4>f more exten- 
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me md more astonbhiiig chaoges, thu die eflrort9 of 
the greftteet conquerors had ever before been aUe to 
effect upon the civilized world. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Retrospect of FtMie EventM iinee the departure of Napoleon 
for Egypt. — IneaeUm and Conqueet of Switzerland. — Sei^ 
mure ^ Tu/rtn.-^EapvMfm of the Pepe.'^The NeapoUUuu 
declare War againet Franee-^are dqfeated^^and the French 
eider Naples. — Disgraceful Avarice exhibited by the Direc* 
tory^-'partieularly in their N^foiiatians with the United 
States ^f Amcrioai^Are unsuceessftd, and their shame made 
public. — Russia comes forward in the general Cause — Her 
Strength and Resources. — Reverses of the French in Italy, 
and on the Rhine. — Insurrections in Belgium and Holland 
against the Frem^.^^Angh^Russian Expedition sent to 
HoUknd. — I%e Ckofuans again in the field. — Greatanduni^ 
versal Unpopularity of the Directory. — State of Parties in 
France. — Law of Hostages. — Abbe Sieges becomes one qf the 
Directory-^His Character and Genius^ — Desertion of the 
CanstOution proposed by him for the Year Threc-^-Duoos, 
Gchier, and Moulins, also introduced into the Directory. — 
Family of Napoleon strive to keep him in the Recollection 
cfthe People^^Favourable Change in the French Affairs.--' 
Holland eeaeuaied by the Anglo^Russian Army^^^KarsO' 
hew defeated by Massenoi-'and Suwarrow retreats before 
Lecoufbe. 

When Napoleon accepted what was to be consi- 
dered as a doom of honourable banishment, in the 
command of the Egyptian expedition, he answered to 
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thoie firiendfl wlio adnsed' hini ndiiBr to itay iiid 
assert « pre-emiiieiit station in the goveniment at 
home, ^^ tbat the fruit was not ripe.^ The seTenteeli 
months, or thereabouts, of his absence, had done much 
to oom]^ete the maturity whieh was formerly imper- 
6et The French government had ceased to be in* 
variaUy victorious, and at times had suffered internal 
dianges, which, instead of restoring the national con- 
fidence, had only induced a general expectation of 
some fiffther and dedrive revolution, thai diould fcnr 
ever overthrow the Directorial system* 

When Buonaparte sailed for £gypt, he left France 
at peace with Austria, and those negotiations pro- 
ceeding at Radstadt, which no one then doubted 
would settle on a pacific footing the affidrs of Grer- 
many. England alone remained hostile to France ; 
but the former being victorious on the aea, and the 
latter upon the land, it seemed as if the war must 
languish and die of itself, unless there had been a 
third clement, of which the rivals might have dis- 
puted the possession. But though the interests of . 
France, as well as of humanity, peremptorily de- 
manded peace, her rulers, feeling that their own tot- 
tering condition would be rendered still more preca- 
rious by the disbanding their numerous annies, re-^ 
solved to continue the war in a new quarter. 

Under the most ffimay and iigurious pretexts, 
they attached the neutral Statet of Switaeriand» so 
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^ineiit' for their moderation ; «bd llie Frendi troops, 
levied in the name of Freedimi, were sent to Vssail 
that country which had been so long her mountain 
fortress. The ancient valour of the Switzors was 
unable to defend them against tfae^ new discoTeries 
in the art of war, by which the strongest defiles ean 
be turned, and therefcH*e rendered indefensiUe. They 
fought with their ancient courage, particularly the 
natives of the mountain cantons, and only gave way 
before numbers and discipline. But these gallant 
mountaineers sacrificed more than thrice their own 
amount, ere they fell in their ranks, as became the 
countrymen of William TelL The French aflfected 
to give the Swiss a constitution on the model of their 
own, but this was a mere faroe. The arseiuds, fort* 
resses, and treasures of the cantons, were seiied 
without scruple or apolc^, and the Swiss were 
treated in all respects like a conquered nation. The 
fkte of this andent and unoiFendbg people excited 
deep and general fear and detestation, and tended 
more perhaps than any odier event, to raise the 
animosity of Europe in general agwist France, as a 
country which had now plainly shown, that heat am- 
bition could be bounded by no consideraticm of justice 
or inter-national law. 

The King of Sardinia, who had firat wknowled- 
ged the superiority of Buom^aite, and pwohased 
his existenoe as a continental soveve^ by j 
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dmng aH Uft finrMBaes to Fxiii», mti f^JHfK^ng 
her ftoopa to abarob thidugh Mbt ooimtxy as their 
awn, had smdy aome clftim totfiMrbea na ee ; butnow, 
without cnren a pretext fiNrmcli¥ioieitoe> llie French' 
sdzed/iipen Turin, the cajntiBl of iSaaa their vassal 
monalck, and upon all his continental dominimis, 
sending hin and his fmily to the island of Saiv 
dinia. 

Another victiai there was of the Frendi graqni^ 
ambition, in whose &te the Catholic world was. deep, 
ly interested. We have seen abeacfy, that Buomir 
parte, Aoi^h he despoiled the Pope of power and 
trsasore^ judged it more pnident to pesmit him to 
subsist as a petty prince, dian, by depnhdng^ him of 
aU tempwal authority, to drive him to desperation, 
and obUge him to use against the Bepublic those spi- 
ritual weapons, to which the pubUc opinion of Catho- 
lic* comitries still assi^aed strength. But the Bixee^ 
tery were of a diffievait.opiniOQ ; and Aough the Pope 
hadsuhnuAted paasivdy to #T«ry d^naad wfaiidi had 
been made by the Frendb ambassador, however in* 
consistoit with the treaty of Tolentino^ the Dinec^ 
tmy, with the usual policy o£ their nation, privately^ 
eneouraged a party in Rome* which desbed a re* 
vdutioUb These conspicators arose in arms, andj! 
when dispensed by the guaads, fled towards the hotel 
of Joseph Buonapaite^ then the ambassador of the 
French to the Pope. In the scuffle which ensued, the 
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ambftiMdor iris ingnkecl, his life endangered, mA 
General Dnphot actually killed by Us dde. ^hitf 
(Hrtrage of coune sealed the fall of the Pope, which 
had prohably long been determined on. Expelled 
from his dominions, the aged Pius VI. retired to 
Sinma, more the object of respect and Teneration in 
his condition of a dethroned exile, than when hold- 
ing the semblance of authority by permission of 
France. In place of the PontifTs government arose 
the shadow of a mighty name, The Roman Bepublic. 
But the Gauls were in possession of ihe Captol, nor 
did the ancient recollections, omnected with the title 
of the new commonwealth, procure for the Romans 
more ind^endent authority than was possessed by 
any of the other ephemeral republican governments. 
In the fall of the Pope, and the occupation of the 
Roman territories by a French army, die King of Na- 
jdes saw the nation whom he feared and hated, and by 
whom he knew he was considered «s a desirable sub- 
ject of plunder, approach his frontiers, and become 
his ndghbours. War he perceived was unavoidable ; 
and he formed the resolution to be the first in do- 
daring it. The victory of Nelson, and the interest 
whidi that distinguished hero acquired at what might 
be called a female court, with the laurels of the Nile 
fresh upon his brow, confinned the Neapolitan go- 
vernment in the resolution. Made, an Austrian ge- 
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oeral, who bad got tlie repotadan of a gra^ 
and a gallant soldier, was s»t by the Empexor to- 
discspline w^d oommand die Neapolitan army. Nel- 
son^s £doon eye measured the mane's worth at onoe* 
^^ Greneral Mack,^ said he, ^^ cannot move with* 
out five carriages-*^! haye formed my opinion^*! 
heartily pny I may be mistaken.'^ He was no^ mis- 
taken. The Neapolitan army marched to Bome^ was 
encountered by the Frendi, fought just long enough 
to lose about forty m^i, then fled» ahandoniilg gilna, 
baggi^, arms, and everything besides. '^ The Nea- 
polttan officers did not lose much honour,^ said Nel«^ 
son, ^< for God knows they had little to lose— but 
they lost what they had.^^ The prescient eye, which 
was as accurate by land as by sea, had also foresMoh 
the inslaikt advance of the French to Naples. It 
took place accordingly, but not unresisted. The na* 
ked rabble, called Laassanmi, showed the most despe^ 
rate courage. Th^ attacked the French ere they 
came to die dty ; and notwithstanding a murderous 
defeat, they held out Naples for two days with their 
irregular.mudfietry only, against r^ular forces amjdy 
siqiplied widi artillery. What can we say of a coun- 
try, where the rabble are courageous and the sokliers 
cowards ? what, unless diat the higher clashes, from 
whom the <^cers are chosen, must be the parties 
to be ceDsared. 
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The wfOi ftniiy fled to Sidfy ; add in Nspleg a 
new dnsicil-Boiiiidiiig gevanMiieiit was eitatedat Ae 
eonmaad of ibeFieiicIigeoeral)— TliePardieiiopeaii 
RepaUlc. The French wese now possessed of all 
Italy, eaceepfcmg Tuscany, and that was ezampied 
ftom their authority in name only, and net in effect. 

The French people, notwilhstaBding Ae success 
of these several uadertakiags, w«re not deceiyed or 
flattered by them in a degree equal to what ptob4>ly 
their rulers expected. Their vanity was alarmed ait 
the mesmiess of the motiYes whid» Ate Diiectevy 
ezhfl^ted on absest every oeeasionw £T«n the das- 
iling pride of conquest was suUied by the mercenary 
views with whii^ war was undertaken. On one oo- 
easien the vdl was raised, and all Fxencimeii who 
had feelings of decency, not to say of probity or ha- 
nonr, remaining, must have held themselves disgcfr- 
ced by the venal character of their government 

Some disputes existing between Frimce and the 
United States of An»rica, commissioners weve sent 
by the latter country to Paris, to endeavour to re- 
store a good understmding. They were not pub- 
licly acknowle^^ by France in the dharacter of 
ambassadors ; but were distincdy given to under* 
stand, that they could only be permitted to treat, 
on condition diat the States of America should lend 
to the Republic the sum of a million sterMng; to 

8 
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Wbidi was add<ri, die traUtHfaing dettumd of. fifty 
thouflaiid potmds, m a douceur for the private podket 
of tbe Directors. The astonishineiit of the envoys 
was extreme at this curious diplomatic proposd, 
and they could hardljr cre^ thrir ears when they 
beard it repeatedly and grossly urged. ^* The es- 
sential part (^ the treaty,^ said one of the French 
agents, << is, ^fmA de FargmO^U f€uii betmeoup^ 
d^argent r and to render the natter pabrtaUe,, he 
told the Americans of other countries which had 
pttd large sums to obtain peace, and reminded Umhi 
of the irresistible power of France. The Trans- 
atlantic republicans, unmoved by these aigianeuts, 
stoutly answered, ^^ That it bdbi^^ only to petty 
states to purchase in^pendence by paynfent of tri- 
bnte-*that America was willing and aide to protect 
herself by arms, and would not purchase with mraiey 
what she possessed by her powerful means of self- 
defence.^ They added, ^^ that they had no power 
whatever to entar into any engi^emenls eanccnuBg 
a ioan.^ 

The agents of France lowered iheir tone so far as 
to say, that if the commisrioners would pay something 
in the way of fees, they might be pennitted te^remaki 
in Paris, whilst one of thrir number returned to Ame- 
rica, to obtain instructions from thdr gavemment ; 
but not even to that modification of bribny wouU the 
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Ameilciiit Ustefi. They wodd Aot/iMSct^iidkig td tie 
expremoii used in incendiary letters, ^^putfivepoHnds 
in a eertain place.^ The treaty became puUic, ta the 
scandal idike of France and of Europe, whieh joined 
in re^urdiBg a government that made war on such 
base principles, as standing, in eomparison to those 
who warred in the spirit of conquest, in the rdation 
of footpads to highwwpmen. The only attempt made 
by Talleyrand towards explanation of this singujar 
transaction, was a shufflbg denial of the &ct^ which 
heistrengtfaened by an innnuation, that the itate- 
moit of the Ammcan envoys was a weak invention, 
suggested to them by the English. 

Not to multiply instances, the rapacity and dona- 
nieering insolence with which the Directory conduct- 
ed themselves towards the new republics, who were 
at every moment made sensiUe of thdr total de» 
pend^ice on the Great Nation — ^the merciless ez-^ 
actions which they imposed, ti^ther ivith the ra- 
pacious pecukdons of many ^of th^ generals and 
ag«its,'made them lose interest almost as fast as 
Aey could. acquire-ierritory. Their fair pretexts of 
extending fireedom, and the benefits of a liberal go- 
vemment,.to states which had been oppressed by the 
old feudal institutions, were now valued at no more 
than their worth; and it was scai, that the only equa- 
lity which republican France extended to the conquer- 
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^ixMiatrietjims'ta leader aHdasMif a - 

«iidiiii|ioTcdahed. Thus, thesoccetteB which nebave 
hastily enumenitedrathier endangored than streogth- 
ened the empire of France, as they rendered her am« 
Ixtion the olgect of fear and ampiebn to all Europe^ 
The Catholic nations bdbeld the degradadon of the 
sapceme Pontiff with abhorrence— every king in £a- 
rope feared a similar &te with, the sovereigns of Sar- 
dinia and Naples-*andy after the fiite of Switaerhmd» 
no people conld rely upon a peaceful, unoffendbg, 
and strictly neutral diaracter, as ground sufficient to 
ezanptthem from French aggressbn. Thusagene^ 
ral dread and dislike prepared for a new coalitimi 
against France, in which Russia, for the iSrst tine, 
was to become an active co-operat(ur. 

The troops of this powerful empire were eminently 
qualified for encountering with the Fr^ch; for^ 
added, to their hardihood, courage, and discipline^ 
they had a national character— ^a distancdon less 
known.to the Germans, whose subdivision ioto di& 
ferent states, often at war with each other, has in some 
degree diminished their natural spirit of patriotism. 
Accustomed also to warfare on a great jscale,.and to 
encounter such an enemy as the Turk, the Buso^fl^ 
^hile they underirtood the modem system of tactics, 
were lesa servilely bigotted to it than the AustrisBS. 
Their ideas more readily went back to the natural 
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and primitire cfaaiacftar of w«r» and diey wfie batter 
prquoed either to depart fit« strict tedmieal mlea 
tbmaaelTeB, or to see thcBi departed firom, and calcu» 
late the results. These new enemies of Frapce^morei- , 
ei^er, were full of confid^u» in their own character, 
and unchecked in their military enthusiasm by the 
frequent recollections of defeat, which clouded the 
spiiitofthe Austrians. Above all, the Russians had 
the advantage of being commanded by Suwanow, one 
<tf the most extraordinary m^ of his time, who, pos- 
sessed of the most profound military sagadty, as- 
sumed the external appearance of fanatical entho- 
siasm, as in society he often concealed his perfect 
knowledge of good breeding nnder theshow of eztsa- 
vagant buffoonery. These peculiarities, which would ^ 
not have succeeded with a French or English army, 
gauied for him an unbounded confidence among hia 
countryaoen, who ccmsidered his eccentric conduet, 
followed, as it almost always was, by brilliant success, 
as the result of something which approached to inspi« 
ration. 

The united forces of Austria and Russia, doefly 
under the command of this singular character, succeed- 
ed, in Along train of bloody batdes, to retake and re- 
occupy those States in the north of Italy, which had 
been conquered in Buonaparte's first campaigns. It 
was in vain that Macdonald, whose name stood as 
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hi^ among the BepuUican gcnerab, as Ui dbatao* 
ter fw konour and rectitude among French states- 
meD, marched from Napleg, traTersiog the whole 
length of Italy, to arrest the victorious progress of 
the allies. Afbr a train of stubborn fighdng, it was 
cmly by diqpla^g great military talent that he could 
ei^cate the remains of his army. At length the de- 
cisive and desperate batde of Novi seemed to exchide 
the Fxtndh firom the possesaom of those fair Italian 
pnoYiBoes, whidi had been acquired by such expense 
of life. 

On the RUne, though her defeats were net of such 
a decided character, France also lost reputation and 
t^tory. Jourdan proved no match finr the Arch- 
duke Charles, who, having no longer Buonaparte to 
encounter, asserted his fiormer superiority CYet infe- 
rior French generals. His Royal Highness finally 
compelled the Frendi to recross the Rhine, while the 
Austrian generals Bellegarde and Hotze, supported 
by a Rusuan division under Korsakow, advanced to 
the line of the Limmat, near Zurich, and waited the 
junction of Suwarrow to occupy Switzarland, and 
even to menace France, who, in a great measure de- 
ipdled of her foreign conquests, had now reason to 
a]^^rehaid the invasion of her own territory. 

In the Netherlands, the French interest seemed 
equally insecure. Insurrections had already tak^ 
pUoe in what they osUed Beldam, and it seemed 
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thai the' natty es of these populous dittnctt d^insd 
but opportunitj and encouragement for a general re^ 
tolt. Holland, through all its piroymces, was equid^ 
ly disaffected ; and the reports from that country en- 
couraged England to send to the coast an expedition, 
consisting of British and Russian forces, to< whkh 
two divisions of the Dutch fleet delivered up thek 
vessels, hoisting at the same time the coloura of the 
Stadtholder. Here was another risk of an imminent 
and pressing description, which menaced France and 
its Directorial government. 

It remains to be added to the tale of these foreign 
calamities, that the Chouans, or Royalists of Bre- 
tagne, were again in the field with a number of bands, 
amounting, it is said, to forty thousand men in all. 
They had gained several successes, and, though f^idl- 
ing i^hort of the chivahrous spirit of the Vendeans, and 
having no general ^qual in talents to Charette, were 
nevertheless sufficiently brave and well commanded, 
to become extrandy formidable, and threaten a re- 
newal of all the evils which had been occasioned by 
the former civil war. 

Amidst these louring appearances, the dislike 
and disrespect with which the Directors were regard- 
ed, occasioned their being loaded with every species 
of accusation by the puUic. It was not forgotten 
that it was the jealousy of Barras,Reubel, and ibe 
ether Directors, which had banished firom France 
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the most successfiil of her generals, at the heaci of a 
gallant army, who were now needed to defend the 
proTinees which their valour had gained. The battle 
of Aboukir, while it annihilated their fleet, had in- 
sulated the land forces, who, now cut off from all 
communication with their mother country, and shut 
up in an insalubrious province, daily wasted in en* 
counters with the barbarous tribes that valour, and 
those lives, which, hazarded on the frontiers of 
France, might have restored victory to their stand* 
ards. 

To these upbraiding complaints, and general accu- 
sations of bcapacity, as well as of peculation, the Di- 
rectors had little to answer. What was a still greater 
defidency, they had no party to appeal to, by whom 
thdr cause, right or wrong, might have been advo- 
cated with the stanch adherence of partisans. They 
had undergone, as we shall presently show, various 
changes in their own body, but without any altera- 
tion in their principles of administration, which still 
rested on the principle of Bascule^ or see-saw,^ as 
it is called in English ; the attempt, in short, to 



* The term, it is scarcely necessary to say, is derived from tiie 
childish amusement, where two boys swing at the opposite ends of a 
pJank, moving up and down, in what Dr Johnson calls ^' a recipro- 
cating motion," while a third urchin, placed on the centre of motion, 
regulates their movements. 

VOL. IV. K 
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gorem tifo^oantending fiicdons in the state, by ba« 
landng the ime against the other, without. adhe- 
rin|^ to either. In consequence of tins mean and 
temporising policy, which is always that of wi^ 
mindsi the measures of the government were eon- 
adered, not with reference to the general welfare of 
the state^ but as they should have effisct upon one or 
other of the parties by which it was divided. ItM- 
bwed also, that haying, no certain: path and plan, 
but regulating thehr movements upon the wish to 
maintidn an equality between the factions, in ord«r 
that they might preserve their authority ov^r both, 
the Pirectors had no personal followers or si^pporlert^, 
save that most sordid dass, who rq^te th^ pojUtios 
on. their interest, and who, though faithful adherents 
of every settled administration, perceive, by insdnip- 
tivejsagadty, the moment that their patrons are about 
to lose their offices, and desert their cause on such 
occauons with all convenient speed. 

Yet the Directors, had they been men of talent, 
int^rity, and characte?^-above fdl, had they been 
united among themselvea, a^d agreed on one steady 
course of policy, might have govoned France with 
little difficulty. The great body of the nation were, 
exhausted by the previous fiiry of the revolutionary 
movements, had supped fuU with politics, and were 
much disposed to sit down contented under any 
government which promised protection for life and 
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ptfpcfty. £v^ the factioiM lad lo«t ttmr ehergf . 
Those >w]io indimd to a numarchieal form, were 
many of Aem beeome iikUfferiB&t hy whom the aoqpt^ 
WIS wicMed, ptovidivg thai spedes of goyemmelit, 
fnjgpoud by them most suitable to the haUto and 
diaxacter of the Fiendi, should he i^^ adopted. 
Many who were of this opiiusn avw great olgecdon 
tothemtoiatioa of the Bourbons, for fear that along 
widt their right m^ht revive all those oppressive 
fimdaldaims which the Revolution had swept away, 
aswell asihepratenokmsof theenugrants to resume 
dieir property. Those who aitertaaned such senti- 
ments wei^ called Moderns. The ancient blood-red 
Jaeobind could hardly be said to exist. The nation 
hisd had A surfi»t of blood, and all parties looked 
back with disgust on the ^ys of Robespierre. But 
th6i« existed a^ kand of white Jacolnns ; men who 
weito djBsirous to retain a' large proportion of demo- 
cmtical principle in the oonstitntion, dither that they 
might not leliounce Aedaineal name of a Republic, 
fNrbecansethey confided in their own talents, to ^'wield 
at will the fierce democracy T or because they really 
believed Aat a potent infusion of such a spirit in the 
forms of government, was necessary for the preser- 
vadoli of liberty. This party was gready inferior in 
numbers to the others ; and ihey had lost their au- 
thority over the populace, by means of which they 
had achieved such changes during the early periods 
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of the BevolttUon* But tliey iTere bold, enierpri^ 
sbg, 9cdve ; and their chiefs, assuming at first the 
name of the Pantheon, afterwards of the Manege 
Club, formed a pax4y in the state, which, from the 
ch^raeter of-the leaders, gaTC gi^eat subject of je»- 
lousy to the Directory. ' . 

The rapacity and insolent bearing of ihe French 
govmunent having, as we have seen, proYoked a new 
war with Austria and Russia) the. means: to which the 
Directors had' recourse for maintaining it were a for^ 
ced loan imposed on the wealthy, which gaye alarm 
to proper^, and a conscription of two hundred thou^ 
sand men, which was alike distressing to poor and 
rich. Both measures had been submitted to during 
the Reign of Terror; but th^i a murmur cost the 
complainer his head. The Directory had no such 
^ummai^ mode of settling grievances. These two 
last inflictions greatly inflamed the public discontent. 
To meet the general tendency to insurrection, they 
had recourse to a^ measure equally harsh and unpo- 
pular. ,It was called the Law of Hostages, by which 
the unofi*ending relatives of emigrants, or royalists, 
supposed to be in arms, were thrown into prison, and 
rendered responsible for the acts of their connexions. 
This unjust law filled the prisons with women, old 
men, and children, — ^victims of a government which, 
because it was not strong enough to. subdue insur- 
rection by direct force, visited the consequences of i|3 
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Dwn weakness cm age, childhood, and helpless fe- 
males. 

Meantime tKe dissensions among the Directors 
themselves, which continued to increase, led to va- 
iious changes within their own body. When Buona- 
parte left Europe, the Directory consisted of Barras, 
Reubel, Treilhard, Merlin, Reyeilliere-Lepaux. 
The opposidbn attacked them with so much fury in 
the Legislative Assemblies, Boulay de la Meurthe, 
Lucieni Buonaparte, Fran9ois, and other men of ta- 
lent leading the way, that at length the Directors 
appear to have become afraid of being made person- 
ally responsible by impeachment for the peculations 
of their agents, as well as for the result of the inso* 
lences by which they had exasperated the friends and 
allies of France. Reubel, he whose character for 
talait and integrity 6tood most fair with the public, 
was removed from office by the lot which announced 
him as the Director who was to retire. It has 
beas said isome art was used to guide fortune on this 
t)Gca8bn. His name in the list was succeeded by one 
celebrated in the Revolution; thatof the Abbe Sieyes. 
This remarkable statesman had acquired a high 
reputation, not only by tht acuteness of his metajdiy- 
fflcal talent, but by a species of mystery )n whicli he 
involved himself and his opinions^ He was certain- 
ly possessed of great knowledge and experience in 
the afiairs of France, was an adept in the composi- 
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tkm of flew consdtiitMis rf att U^ 
high character, as poBsessed of secrets peculiarly Im 
own, for omducdiq; the yesasl of the Stale imidst the 
storms of Bevohitioii. The Abhe in ftct alaiii^ged 
his poUdcal repatatbn as a prudent trader does Joa 

stodc; andby Awui]i^toif)enture(m«a7tiung^l>^ 
eould in any great degree peril bis eiriedi^ he exfesad- 
ed it in the public opiiuu»i» peihiqps mudi fivther than 
his parts justified. A temper lessdaiinghiictioiithan 
bold in metaphyslcd speculatiim^ and a considerdble 
i^cigard for Ub oim personal (Safety yaeoorded wdl iPith 
bis effected air of mystery and reserve^ In the Na- 
tional Assembly he had made a great impresseny by 
his pamphlet ei^hdliiiig the natiure of the Thbd 
JEatate; and he had the prindpal ps(rt bt piDciiriag 
the imion of the tluree Separate Estates into the Nla* 
tional Aawmbly. A flaming patriot in 17dJU^ he 
voted &r the dieath of the lurfbrtunate Louist an4 
as was repoi^ted, with brutal lenity, usi£igtbe eelcbrK- 
led expression, *^ Mori uma flirm^ He was no 
less distingulabed {(x bringing &rw«rd the import^ 
ant measure for dividing Frttee hifeO departments* 
Md tbuB blendmg together and conltanding dlLthe 
jmdemtdiialnctiMsof previnqcJB. After, thia period 
he became passive, and was little heard bf during the 
B^ of Terror ; for he followed the maiiim of Py- 
thag(»as, and worshipped the Echo (only found in 
secret and solitary places,) when he heard the tern- 
liest Uow hard. 
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mwilh diieModiratepdrty,iu!kdluidthemeri^ 
pwe the^offl rf Ae tt c ttbc r B who hn/i been fcrdMy 
ea^died bjr the JaeiribAD fiustioii on the ikQ of the 
SiiMdiflis. Hevttsoneof thecoDubiitteeofdeTeii, to 
tinm Wii oraimilfteA tb& charge of formkig the new 
oiBB&atiMi,«fteFWavd8 called that of the year Three. 
Urn giieit netaphyiScal philosopher and pofitician 
diowed Ijlde^ desire to fihare mVk any colleagues 
fimtaSi and heniUdrof a task to which he esteemed 
hiodinif mAt^^lf tdmpeteni; and he prodoced» 
aeon^gfy, a'mcidelenlip^ydf his own compof&tion, 
very ingeifious,' and'ernicliig a wbnderfidly intimate 
aoqiuntance with ^liticai doctrines^ togeither with a 
moUaitade of iMee-batanoes, capacitiaGr, and disquaUfi- 
<MioB8, so emutituted a? tobeehedos on each other. 
As strongly ehttacteristie of the geiiius of the man» 
we shd here giro an account of his great worit. 

iQs plan provided that the cbnsdtntiony with its 
powers of ji^icature and of administration, should 
emanale fiom the people ; but lest, like that un- 
natural parent the sow, the people should devour their 
own nine fiurrow, the ftmctionari^ thus invested with 
power were 40 be placed, when created, out of the 
i^eoeh of the pturents who had given them birth. 
Themode in which it was proposed to efiect this, 
was both angular and ingenious. The office-bearers 
were-tlnis to be selected out of three orders of the 
state, forming a triple hierarchy. 1. The ddzens 
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of each commune were to name one-taith of tbeir 
number, to be called the Communal Notables. From: 
these were to be sdepted the magiatrates of the com-- 
munes, and the jupticea of peaces ^. The Comma*-- 
nal Notables were again to choose a tenth part of 
their number, who were called the Departmental 
Notables. The prefects, judges, and proviiidal ad^> 
ministrators, were selected from this js^coftd bodjr. 
3. The Departmental Notables, in like manner, were* 
to elect a tenth of their number, computed to amount 
to about six thousand persons ; and from this highest 
class of citizens were to be. filled the most dignified 
and important situations in the state,-»the ministers 
and members of government, the legislature, the se- 
nate or grand jury, the principal judges, ambassadors,: 
and the like. By this system it will be p^ceived, that 
instead of equality, three ranks of privileged citizens, 
were to be established, from whose ranks alone car* 
Uunj^ofiices could be filled. But this spedes of no- 
biiit)^^r,,fi^ it was called. Notability, was dependant 
q^^^on birth/ -but on the choice of the people, from. 
whom, though more or less directly, all offieers with* 
out exception received their commissions. The eke-. 
tjions were to take place every five years. 

To represent the nationaldignity, pow^, and glory, 
there was to be an o£Scer called the Girand Elector, 
who was to have guards, a revenue, and all the ex- 
ternal appendages of royalty ; all acts of govemmmt, 
laws, and judicial proceedings, were to run in his n|ime^ 
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This spedea of RtAJbineani was to poMess no part 
of the royal authority, except the right of n^ning 
two Consuk, one for peace, and the other for war ; 
and the farther right of selecting, from lists of candi- 
dates to be supplied by the three ranks of the hier- 
archy, the individuals who were to fill official situa- 
tions as they should become vacant But having ex- 
ercised this privilege, the Grand Elector, or Pro- 
daimer General, was Juncttis qfflcioy and had no 
active dudes to perform, or power to ex^cise. The 
two Consuls, altogether unc<mtrolled by hirn^ or each 
other, were to act each in their own exclusive de- 
partment of peace or war ; and the other functionaries 
were alike independent of the Grand Proclaimer, or 
Elector, so soon as he had appointed them. He was to 
resemble no sovereign ever heard of but the Queen 
Bee, who has nothing to do but to lepoBe in idleness 
and luxury, and give being to the active insects by 
whose industry the business of the hive is carried 
on. 

The government being thus provided for, the 
Abbe Sieyes^s system of legislature was something 
like that of France in the time of the Parliamrat. 
There was to be a Legislative Body of two hundred 
and fifty deputies ; but they were to form rather a tri- 
bunal of judges, than a popubr and deliberative assem- 
bly. Two other bodies, a Council of State on the part 
of the government, and a Tribunate of one hundred 
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deputies, on die part of ihe people, were to propose 
snd ducuss measures m presence of tbis Legulative 
Counril, who then proceeded to adopt or reject them 
tipon iBcratiny and hj tote, bat widhont any oral do- 
iivery of opfaiions. The Tribonate was invested 
widi the right of guarding the freedom of the snbject, 
find denouncing to the Convocatire Senate such mis- 
conduct of office-bearers, or 3I*chosen measures, or 
ill-advised laws, as should appear to them worthy of 
reprobation* 

But, above all. Abbe Sieyes piqued himself upon 
the device of what he ttoned a Conservative Senate, 
which, possessing in itself no power of action or legis- 
lation of any kind, was to have in charge the preser- 
vatkm of the constitution. To this senate was given 
the Bingular^iower, of calling in to become a member 
of their own body, and reducing of course to thdr own 
state of incapadty, any individual occupying another 
situation in thie constitution, whose talents, ambition, 
or popularity, should render him a subject of jealousy. 
£ ven the Grand Elector himself was liable to this fate 
:€/£ absorption^ as it was called, altiiough he hdd his 
ONiini of Cocaign in the common case for life. Any 
exertion on his part of what might seem to the senate 
an act of sErbttrary authority, entitled them to adopt 
him a member of their own body. He was thus re- 
moved from his palace, guards, and income, and made 
' for ever incapable or any other office than that of 
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a senator. This liigb pomi of pol^ was oucrjkig 
the system of checks and bshuioes as &r as it could 
weU go. 

The fim Klaace of ibis curims model mqirt have 
conYiqoed a praedcal politician that it was groady 
too tomp]icatfl4 and techmcal to be canted into e& 
&et The utifity of laws consists in their beiqg of a 
character whidi compels the respect ai^d obedience of 
those to whom they rdate. The very delicaqr of 
such an ingenious scheme rendered it incapable of ob- 
tumng general rqpod, once it iras too refined to be 
understood save by profound philosophers. To the 
rest of the nation it. must haye been like a watch to 
a savage^ who, being commanded to regulate his 
tame hy it, will probably prefer to make, the ma- 
diine correspond with his iaclinatioiis, by.puttii^ 
badorardand forward the indegpM pleasure Amaa 
of ordinary talent and honest dispositian might have 
beendisqtlBlified for public life by this doctrine of 
absorptaon, just as a man ignorant of swimming would 
pevishifftongintpahdEe. 3ut a stout swimmer would 
fadlygsin the ishore, and an individual like Buo- 
naparte would set at defiance the new species of ostria- 
asm, and decline to be neutralized by the absorption 
of the senate. Above all, Ute plan of the Abbe de* 
ttroyed the true piindple of national representation, 
by introdudng a meti^hysical election of members of 
l^islatbn, iniAead g£ one immediately derived from 
the direct vote of the people themselves. In the 



Digitized 



by Google 



1£6 LIFB OF 

Abbess alembicy the real and invaluablo principle of 
popular representation was subtilized into smoke. 

For these, or other reasons, the commissioners of 
the year Three did not approve of the plan proposed 
by Sieyes ; and, equally dissatisfied with the consti- 
tution which they adopted, he withdrew himself from 
their deliberations, and accepted the situation of Am- 
bassador to Prussia, where he discharged with great 
ability the task of a diplomatist. 

In 1799, Sieyes returned from Berlin to Paris, 
full of hope to establish his own favourite model on 
the ruins of the Directorial Constitution, and, as a 
preliminary, obtained, as we have said, Reubers seat 
in the Directory. Merlin and Lepaux, menaced with 
impeachments, were induced to send in thdr resigna- 
tion. Treilhurd bad been previously displaced, en 
pretext of an informality in the choice. Instead of 
them were introduced into the Directory Roger Du- 
ces, a Modcre, or rather a Roydist, withixiohier and 
Moulins, men of talents too ordinary to throw any 
opposition in the path of Sieyes. Barras, by his exr 
penses and his luxurious mode of life, his connexion 
with stock-jobbers, and encouragement of peculation, 
was too mudi in daager of impeachment, to permit 
him io play a manly part. He truckled to circum- 
stances, and allied himself with, or rather isubfected 
himself to, Sieyes, who saw the time approaching 
when the constitution of the year Three must fall, 
and hoped to establish his own rejected model in its 
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Stead. But the reTdalion whieh he tneditatedoouU 
only be executed by foiee. 

The ehaDge hi the Direciory had destroyed the 
goyemment by bascule, or balance, and that ini 
tennediate and trimming influence bebg remoyed,. 
the two parties of the Moderns and the Republicans 
jBtood fuU opposed to eaeh other, and ready to try 
their strength in a severe struggle. Sieyes, though 
no Royalist, or at least ce^inly no adherent of the 
House of Bourbon, stood, nevertheless, at the head 
of the Moderes, and taxed his sagacity for means of 
ensuring their victory. The Moderns possessed a 
majority in the Council of the Andents ; but the 
Society of the Manege, Republicans if not Jacobins^ 
had obtained, at the last election, a great superiority 
of numbers in the Council of Five Hundred. They 
were sure to be in decided opposition to any change 
of the constitution of the year Three ; and such being 
the case, those who plotted the new revolution, could 
not attempt it without some external support To call 
upon the people was no longer the order of the day* 
Indeed, it may be supposed that the ancient revolu- 
tionary columns would rather have risen against 
Sieyes, and in behalf of the Society of the Manege. 
The proposers of a new change had access, however, 
to the army, and to that they determined to appeal* 
The assistance of some military chief of the first re~ 
putation was necessary. Sieyes cast his eyes upon 
Joubert» an officer of high reputation, and one of tlie 
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most diriingiiiihod imdagfH Buonapaite^ genemte. 
He was named by the IKredora to die camina&d of 
the DepsrtBient of Paxis, bat shordy after was sent 
to Italy, vidi hopes that, aoquiring a new fimd of 
l^otyl^diedkiBgtbepiogressof Sawanow, hemii^l 
be yet move fitted to fill the public q^ and infinenee 
the general mind, m the crisis when Sieyes looked 
for his assistance. Joubert lost his life, howerer, at 
the great battle ci iiovi, fenght betwixt him and 
Sowiumw ; and so opportmidy did his death make 
room font the pretennons of Bnenaparte, that it has 
been rumoured, certainly without the least probabi* 
lity, tbat^ he did not fall by the fire of the Austri- 
ans, but by that of assaaeins hilred by the family of 
Napokop, to take out of the way a powerful com- 
petitor of theb brother. This would have been a gra* 
tuitotts crime, since they could neither reek<m with 
certamty on the arriyal of BuimatNurte, nor upon his 
bdl^ adopted by Sieyes in pUM» of Joub^rt. 

Meanwhile, the family d Napdeon omitted no 
mode of keeping his merits in public remembrance. 
Reports from time to time appeared in the papers 
to this purpose, aif when, to giro him consequence 
doubtless, they pretended that the tower guns of 
London were fired, and public rgoicings made, upon 
a report that Napoleon had been assasramted. Ma- 
dame Buonaparte, in the meanwhile, lived at great 
expense, and with much elegance, collecting around 
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her whdtoeter W8& reiiiarkiHe fiiir talent mi «e- 
eomplisliineiit) and jnany of ttie mmm of Pans who 
wer^ beat aeeustcmed to the management of politieal 
intrigue* Liicien fiuonapartt fifl^gmdwd htmself 
as an ofidotin the Goundlot FheHimdred, and 
attkoOgh heliad Mdierto a&cted rapnUica^ 
noif oppoaed; with nuich tUMPfy die. rerimig in- 
fluence of the democrats. Joaqph fiaonaparte^ ako) 
a man of taleilt» and ofU exoriknt chaaracter, though 
nKKictt jMEpenediftfteHrarda iniconsequence of the part 
in Spain assigned, hiat- by hist brother, Hired hoi^« 
taftljr, saw muchconipatty, and mmntannedaa a6bend«> 
aiiee in Fmnm aodety. We caiinbt doubt diaitiheafe 
teajnrelattyfis of Buonapatteibund means dfeommiu 
nicating toihlm th^ state of affairs in Paris, imd the 
opcflnn^ which it aflbrded for the exerdse of his dis^ 
tinguished talents* 

The jcnmnlnmcation betwixt Toulon and Alexan- 
dria was, indeed, interrupted, but not altogcther^bro^ 
ken off^ and wd have no doubt that the struggle of 
parties in the interi<Nr, as wdl as the great disasters 
on the fiDntier, had their Ml infludboe in detenni^ 
i^g Buonaparte to Ida sudden return. Miot^ though 
in no Tery positive striun, hats named a Greek caUed 
Bambuki» aa the bearer of a letter from Joseph to 
his brother, couveybg this important inteUigence. 
The priYaie;Menioirs of Fouobi pretend that that 
.minister purchased thie secret of Napoleon's return 
11 
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beiifg expected) from Josephine herself, for the sum of 
a thottstod louiff, and that the landing at Frgus was 
no surprise to him. Both these pieces of private 
hisUny knay be safdy doubted ; but it would be diffi^ 
cult to conyince iis ihat Buonaparte took the step of 
'quitting Egypt on ihe vague intelligence afforded by 
the jouiiials, and without confidential communica^ 
tion with his own fiunily. 

To return to the state of the French government. 
The death of Joubert hot only disconcerted the 
dchemai of Sieyes> but exposed him and his party to 
i^taliation. Bemadotte was minister of war, and he, 
with Jourdan and Augereau, were all warm in the 
cause of RepuUicinism. Any of these distinguished 
generals was capable of leading the military force to 
compel such an alteration in the constitution as might 
suit the purpose of their party, and thus reversing 
the project of Sieyes, who, without Joubert, was like 
the head without the arm that should execute. Al- 
ready, Jourdan had made in the Council* of Five 
Hundred a speech on the dangers of the country, 
which, in point of vehemence, might have been pro- 
nounced in the ancient hall of the Jacobins. He in 
plain terms threatened the Moderns with such a gene^ 
ral insurrection as had taken place in the year 1792, 
and proposed to declare the country in danger. He 
was answered by Luden Buonaparte, Chenier, and 
Boulay, who had great difficulty to parry the impe* 

13 
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tuosity with which th« molioii was uiged Sommd^ 
Though they racoeeded in eludmg the dangar, it was. 
still fiur fiom bebg orer, and the dempouits would 
piobahiy have dared some desperate movemeBt» Hi 
any additional revere had been sustained on the> 
^tier. 

But as if the calamities of France, which of late^ 
had followed eacfa.otber in qukk sucoessiony had at- 
taui^ thdr height of tide, the affiurs of that country 
begaii all, ci a sudden to sssume a more favourable 
aqiect* The success of General Brune in HoUand 
against the Anglo-Russian army, had obliged the. 
invaders of Holland to retreat, and enter into a eon- 
v^ition for evacuation of the country on which they 
had made thmr descent. A dispute, or misund^^ 
standing, having occurred between the Emperors 
of Austria and Russia, the Archduke Charles, in 
order, it was alleged, to repel an incursion of the 
French into the countries on the Maine, withdrew 
a great part of his army from the line of the Lim- 
mat, which was taken up by the Russians under 
Korsakow. Massena took the advantage of thid 
imprudent step, crossed the Liromat, surprised the 
Russians, and defeated Korsakow, whilst the formi- 
dable Suwarrow, who had already advanced to com- 
municate with that general, found his right flank un- 
covered by his defeat, and had the greatest difficulty 

VOL. IV. li 
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in executing a retrograde movement before General 
Lecourbe. 

The news of these successes mdnced the Republi* 
cans to defer their attack upon the moderate party ; 
and on so nice a point do the greatest events hang, 
that had a longer period intervened between these 
victories and the arrival of Buonaparte, it is most 
probable that he would have found the situation of 
military chief of the approaching revolution, which 
became vacant on the death of Joubert, filled up by 
ebme one of those generals,' of whom success had ex- 
tended the fame. But he landed at the happy crisis, 
when the presence of a chief of first-rate talents was 
indispensable, and when no &vourite name had yet 
been fbuady to fill the public voice with half such 
loud acclaim as his own; 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 16S 



CHAPTER VI. 



General refaking an the return of Bwmaparte^He, mean^ 
wMie, sechtdes himeelfin Retirement and lAterature.-^Ad' 
vancee made to him on aU eidee^^Napokon eotdeseee wOh 
the Abbe Steyee.-^Bavolution of the ISth BrumaHTe-^Par* 
tieulars of that Event.^^Clashing Views of the Councils of 
Ancients, and the Five Hundred. — Barras and his Col^ 
leagues resign, leaving the whole Power in the'hands ofNa* 
poison* — Proceedings of the Councils on the ISthr^nd 19th. 
^-Sittings removed from Paris to St Cloud^Buonaparte 
visite ho^ on the latter Day. — Violent Commotion in the 
Council of JP^ IIundred^Napoleon received with great 
hostUitg, menarced and assaulted^ and finally, eatrieatedby 
his Grenadiers, breathless and ea;hausted.^—Lucien Buona^ 
parte, the President, retires from the Hall with a similar 
Esoori'^Declares the Council of Five Hundred dissolved^ 
They are then dispersed by Military Forcc-^Various Rum 
mours stated and discussed. — Both Councils adjourn to the 
19th February 1800, after appointing a Provisional Owi- 
eular Government ^ qf Buonaparte, SHeyes, and Duces. 

Buonaparte had caused himself to be preceded 
hy an account of his campaigns in Africa and Asia, 
m which the splendid victory over the Turks at 
AboukiT enabled him to gloss oyer his bad success 
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in Syria, the totol km of his fleet, and the danger of 
Malta, iHiich was closely besieged by the English. 
Still, howerer, these dispatches could never have Ifd 
any one to expect the sudden return of a general en« 
gaged on a foreign service of the utmost importance, 
who, without having a better reason to allege, than 
his own opinion ihat his talents were more essential 
to his country in France than in Egypt, left his army 
to its fate, and came, without either order or permia* 
sion from hisgovemmentj «to volunteer his services 
^hcac ilfcey iiMe«ot-eifnted» or fperhaps^insliedfor. 
Anodwr in ihe same cncimntanees, or perhaps the 
same general at smother period of the Revolution, 
.wmM 'hmmhtm'mmyfoibf the puUic withaUena- 
-Md fimnnr, and 1)y ilie govermnent with severe in- 
quiry, if not wifli denunciation. 

On^llie(0iNEiknry,«aieh was -the general leUaAee 4m 
^ahe trienis 4f Buonaparte, that, delighted to see him 
arrive, no one thought of asking wherefore, or by 
.whof^^antlim^heviiadnBftiinied. He wasjEeoeived 
jibe awtonouainonareh w-entering fa» domu»ions 
at hU own time and pleasure. Bells were everywhere 
rung, illuminations made, a delinum of joy agitated 
the public mind, and the messenger who carried the 
news of his disembarkation to Paris, was received as 
if be had breqght news of a battle gained. 

ThehaU of theCoundlof FiveHwdsedre^ho. 
ed with<cries of victoryj while ^e aratoi:, jaanonn- 
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cip^ tlto^ ▼wtoiies of' Rnmc' cnref At- Eligfiriii itni 
Hhmemtk over llle Rummoiis, direlt upon' Ae simple 
fiiel of B a enaparttfig leCimi^ as^of intereBt equd-to all> 
these successes. He was heard with shoiUto of" Long 
Hfe th^ RepuMic 1"^ whk^ as tbe event pro^ed^ was 
a& esdHsatiDii biii revf kuSSsrmilj adapted to the 
oeeasMni. 

Jos tptee^ and Josepk Buoniqpttrte^ apprised by- 
the goTeriMieiit of tAe aniralof NapdeoD, hastened 
to* meet hini' •» die xoad; and his pr e g fes s towaidi 
Paris wa»ey«iywliereatte»ded hf the same g^cnJ' 
aceliiniatiett» wliickhad leceived' htm al hndbig. 

The membeis of gs^femnent^ Uf must be suppose^ 
Um ahvitt- awl amdety, wUeh they eKdeavEouted' te 
cenoealy undtor ^ appsavance- # sharing hn the g#^ 
Bcraljey* TbeanMTabof »penMni»s(>iafluen«ililbj 
his^ftine^ so*decidisd io^ his. dhaNwtm^ Mgagsdl with 
Bo< &elieB> aad pledged^ to ne> psHttcal qwten^ was 
ISktfy te» giwe victevjiK tO'One^iw the oAer paitty* who- 
werO'OentaidiBgf^te'Superiimlfjr^ Hs he should himself 
dNenahie. Vheeyesof all me* were upon Ni^poleon^ 
whfib,bis reserradt and vetired- modeof hfc pvevented; 
any aocsMto aalieipati|>ii^ beiag lonned of the part 
wlmithewias Ifltdy^to take m the i^proaclung con. 
Tulsions of the state. While both parties miglil hope 
fei kis.p^aipation and^soccoiv, ii^thei veatfiMd'to 
oaK into qutstie» his pnspeiey or the autkeritjr bjp 
whiebhe> had; left Ins army talSgypt, and appeared 



Digitized 



by Google 



166 . LIFS OF 

tbus unezpeetedly in the capitaL On the oontnury, 
they courted him on dther hand as the arbiter, whose 
decision was likely to have most influence on the state 
of the nation. 

Napoleon, meanwhile, seemed to give his exdttr 
dve attention to literature, and, having exchanged 
the usual visits of form with the ministers of the Re- 
public, he was more frequently to be found at the 
Institute, or discusabg with' the traveller Volney, 
and other men of letters, the information which he 
had aoquired in Ejgypt on sdence and antiquities, 
than in the haunts of poUtidans, or the society of the 
leaders of either party in the state. Neither was he 
to be seen at the places of popular resort—he went 
into no general company, seldom attended the thea* 
tres, and, when he did, took his seat in a private box. 

A public entertainment was given in honour of the 
General in the church of St Sulpice, which was attend- 
ed by both the Legislative Bodies. Moreau shared 
the same honour, perhaps on that account not the 
more agreeable to Buonaparte. Jourdan and Au- 
geieau did not appear — a cloud seemed to hang over 
the festival— Napoleon only presented himself for a 
very short time, and the whole was over in the course 
of an hour. 

To the military, his conduct seemed equally re- 

' served— he held no levees, and attended no reviews. 

While all ranks contended in offering their tribute 
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dr Upplaiiae^ he lufiied in rilence from reoeiviiig 

In aiSX this there was deep policy. No one knew 
better how much popular applause depends on the 
gloss of novelty, and how great is the difference in 
public estimation, betwixt him who appears to hunt 
and coutt acclamations, and the wiser and more dig- 
nified favourite of the multitude, whose popularity 
fi)llows after him and seeks him out, instead of being 
the obj^t of his pursuit and ambition. Yet under this 
sdll and apparently indifferent demeanour. Napoleon 
was in secret employed in collecting all the informa- 
tion necessary concerning the purposes and tlie powers 
of the various parties in the state ; and as each was 
eager to obtatu his countenance, he had no difficulty 
in obtaining full explanations on these points. 

The violent Republicans, who possessed the ma- 
jority in the Council of Five Hundred, made ad- 
vances to him ; and the Generals Jourdan, Auge- 
reau, and Bemadotte, offered to place him at the 
head of that party, provided he would maintain the 
demooratical constitution of the year Three. In 
uniting with this active and violent party, Buona- 
parte saw every chance of instant and immediate 
success ; but, by succeeding in the outset, he would 
probaUy have marred the farther projects of ambi- 
tion which he already nourished. Military leaders, 
such as Jourdan and Bemadotte, at the head of a 
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intty mfiKute as Ihe Bepdidiefms, coidd not bti^ 
been thrown ande without both danger and difficiihy ; 
and it bmng^unj^ABtionably the ukiinate intaitkni of 
B^<miqparte to usurp the sfxpnme power, k was mofll 
^natural fov hiapi to seek adheients among those, who» 
ithough dUEering etmoeming.ihe kind of goTcnunenft 
which should be finally established, conenned in de- 
siring a change from the republican model. 

Baxras, too, endeavoured to sound the purposes of 
.the General of the Aritiy of EQrpt. He binted ta 
him a plan of placing at the head ^ the Directory 
tledouville^ a man of ordinary talwl, %hm general 
of whftt was still termed the iUnny of £flgkiid, of re- 
tirii^ himself from power, and ^cenierving on Napc^ 
lecm the general command of the Bepubfican forces 
on the frontiers^ which be vainly supposed prefer- 
ment sufficient to gratify his amlntion. Buonaparte 
wpuld not listen to a hint whidi went to remove him 
from the ci^ital, and the supreme adndnistrajtioa of 
affairsr-he knew also that Barras^s chaiaet^ wasooiw 
iemj^iplUi and his resources diminished-^that Im 
subscque&i conduct had cancelled the merit -which 
he had acquired by the overthrow of Robespierre, 
and that to unite with him in any degree would be 
to adopt, in the public opinion, the very worst and 
most unpopular portion of the Directorial Govern- 
ment He rejected the aUiance of Barras, therefore, 
even when, abandoning his own plan, the Director 
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^Stated to edseuf in any which Napoleon might di<s 
late. 

A miim with Sieyes, and the party whom he in- 
flt»noed, preniNed greater adirantages. Under this 
•peeulaidve pelitieian were united for the time all 
who, though differing in other pdints, joined in de- 
siring a final change from a revolutionary to a 
moderate and efficirat goremment, bearing some- 
thmg of a monarchieal character. Their number 
tendered this party powerful. In the Directory it 
was espoused by Sieyet and Duoos ; it possessed a 
bilge majority in the Council of Andents, and a 
re^eotdUe minority in* that of the Five Hundred. 
The greater part of the middUng classes throughout 
France, embraced with more or less zeal the princi- 
ples of moderation ; and agreed, that an executive 
government of some strength, was necessary to save 
them from the evils of combined revolutionary move- 
ments. Though the power of the Moderates was 
great, yet their subsequent objects, in case of sue- 
cess, were various. Thus Buonaparte saw himself 
encouraged to hope for victory over the existing 
government and the Republicans, by the united 
fitrengUi of the Moderates of every class, whilst their 
difference in opinion concerning the ultimate mea- 
sures to be adopted, afforded him the best oppor- 
tunity of advancing, during the competition, his own 
pretensions to the larger share of the spoil. 
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Napokon conmnmioled acoofdbgly with Siqre», 
4ipon the understanding that he was to be raised 
to the principal administration of affairs ; that the 
constitution of the year Three, which he himself 
had once pronounced ^^ the masterpiece of legislation, 
which had abolished the errors of eighteen centuries,^ 
was entirely to be done away ; and that a constitu*- 
tion was to be adopted in its stead, of which he knew 
nothing more, than that it was ready drawn up, and 
lay in the portfolio of Sieyes. No doubt, the Gene- 
xal mentally reserved the right of altering and ad- 
justing it as should best suit his own Yiews,-^a right 
which he fidled not to exercise to a smous extent. 
When these great preliminarii^ had beai adjusted, 
it was agreed that it should be^ executed between the 
15th and 20th Brumidre. 

In the interim, several me^ of influence of both 
councils were admitted into the secret. Talleyrand, 
who had been deprived of office by the influence of 
the Republicans, brought his talents to the aid of 
Buonaparte. Fouche, according to Napoleon, was 
not consulted— *the Memoirs which bear his name 
aver the contrary — ^it is certain, that in his impor- 
tant capacity of minister of police, he acted in Buo- 
naparte'^s favour during the. Revolution. Some lead- 
ing members of both legislative bodies were cautious- 
ly intrusted with what was going forward, and others 
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were g^ierally advised to hold themseWea in leadi- 
iiesB for a great moTement. 

A suffident military force was next to be provi* 
ded ; and this was not difficult, for the reputation of 
Buonaparte ensured the conspirators unlimited in- 
fluence among the soldiery. Three regiments of dra> 
goons were enthusiastically petitioning the honour of 
being reiriewed by Napoleon. The adherence of these 
troops might be counted upon. The officers of the 
gartison of Paris were desirous to pay their respects 
to him ; so were the forty adjutants of the National 
Guard, whom he himself had appointed when gene- 
ral of the troops in the interior. Many other offi- 
cers, as well reduced as holding commissions, desired 
to see the celebrated General, that the^ might express 
their devotion to his person, and adherence to his 
fortunes. All these introductions had been artfully 



Two men of more renowned name, Moreau and 
Macdonald, had made tendei^ of service to Buon». 
parte. These both favoured the moderate party, and 
had no suspicion of the ultimate design of Napoleon^ 
or the final result of his undertaking. 

A final resolution on 15th Brumaire determined 
the 18th (9th November) for Ae great attempt— an 
interval was necessary, but the risk of discovery and 
anticipation made it desirable that it should be as 
short as possible. The secret was well kept ; yet be. 
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ii^ uBavofdaUy mtnoted Iq many perseitflyipniefloal^ 
ing and vague nimoun did get abroad^ aod gipre en 
idarm to the parties oonoemed 

Meanwhile^ all the generals and officers whom w% 
have named, were invited to repair to Napoleoifk 
honse at ax o^dock on the moming of the 18th Bnl'^ 
maire, and the three regiments of cavalry already 
mentioned were appointed to be ready and mounted 
in the Champs Elys^es^ to receive the honour of 
being reviewed by Buonaparte, according to theif 
petition. As an excuse for assigning so imusilil m 
hour of rendeivous. It ir$s said that the Gmeral 
was obHged to set out upoti •Journey. Many offi«. 
cers, however, understood or guesded what waa to bt 
done, and canle armed with pistok aa well as with 
swords. Some were without such informaticm or 
presentiment. Le Febvre, the commandant of the 
guard of the Representative Bodies, supposed to hf 
devoted to the Directory, had only received an invi- 
tation to attaid this military assembly on the prece- 
dmg midnight* Bemadotte, unacquainted i^ith the 
prqect, and attached to th^ Repiddican fiiction, was» 
however, brought to Bumiapaxte's house by his bro«r 
ther Joseph. 

The surprise of stae, and the anxious curiosity 
of all, may be supposed, when they found a military 
levee so numerous and so brilliant assembled at a 
house inospable of containiag half of them* Buonan* 
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piqrte was obliged to iseceive them in the open air 
LeaYiog them thus assembled, jmd waitug tfadr cue 
to enter on the stage, let us trace the political ma- 
.jiceuTres from which the military were to take the 
^sigDal ibr action. 

Early as Buonaparte^s levee had taken place, the 
Council of Ancients, secretly and hastily asseaa- 
bled, had met still earlier. The ears of all were 
filled by a report, generally drculated, that the Re- 
publican party had formed a daring plan for giving 
a new popular unpulse to the government It was 
said, that the resolution was taken at the Hotel de 
Salm, amongst the party who still adopted the prin- 
ciples of the old Jacobinsy to connect the two Bepre- 
sentadve Bodies into one National Assembly, and in* 
vest the powers of government in a Committee of 
Public Safety^ after the model of what was called the 
Reign of Terror. Circulated hastily, and with such 
addition to the tale as rumours speedily acquire, the 
.mind of the Coundl of Ancients was agitated with 
much fear and anxiety. Comudet, Lebnin, and 
Fargues, .made glowing qpeedies to the Assembly, 
in which the terror that their language inspired 
was rendered greater by the mysterious and indefi- 
nite manner in which they expressed themselves. 
They spoke of personal danger — of being overawed 
in their deliberations — of the fall of Jiiberty, and 
of the appooadiing destruction of the BqpuUic. 
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** You have but an instant to save France,^ said 
Cornudet ; ^* permit it to pass away, and the coun- 
try wHl be a mere carcase, disputed by the vultures, 
whose prey it must become.^ Though the charge 
of conspiracy was not distinctly defined, the mea- 
sures recommended to defeat it were suffidently de- 
cisiTe. 

By the lOSd, lOSd, and 104ifa articles of the Con- 
stitution, it was provided that the Council of An- 
cients might, if they saw it expedient, alter the place 
where the LegislatiTe Bodies met, and convoke them 
elsewhere ; a provision dedgned doubtless to prevent 
the exercise of that oompuhion, which the Parisians 
had at one time assumed over the National Assembly 
and Convention. This power the Council of Andimts 
now exercised. By one edict the sittings of the two 
councils were Temoved to St Cloud ; by another, the 
Council del^ated to General Buonaparte full powCT 
to see this measure carried into effect, and vested him 
for that purpose with the military conunand of the 
department. A state messenger was sent to commu- 
nicate to the Greneral these important measures, and 
require his presence in the Council of Ancients; and 
this was the crisis which he had so anxiously ex- 
pected. 

A few words determined the numerous body of 
officers, by whom the messenger found him surround- 
ed, to concur with him without scruple. Even General 

13 
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Le Febvre, who oonnnabded the guard of the Legis- 
ladve Bodies, declared his adhesion to Buonaparte. 

The Directory had not even yet Uken the alarm. 
Two of them, indeed, Sieyes and Duces, being in 
the secret of the conspiracy, were already at the 
Tttilleries, to second the movement which was pre^ 
paring. It is said that Barras had seen them pass in 
the morning, and as they were both mounted, had 
been much amused with the awkward horsemanship 
of Sieyes. He little guessed on what expedition he 
was bound. 

When Buonaparte sallied forth on horsebaek, and 
at the head of such a gallant cavalcade of offioers, his^ 
first movement was to assume the command of the 
three r^ments of cavahry, already drawn up in the 
Champs Elysees, and to lead them to the Tmlleries, 
where the Council of Ancients expected him. He 
entered their Hall, surrounded by his military staff, 
and by those other generals, whose name carried the 
memory of so many victories. ^* You are the wisdom 
of the nation,^ he said to the Council. ^^ I come, sur^ 
rounded by the generals of the KepuUic, to promise 
you their support. I name Le Febvre my lieutenant 
Let us not lose time looking for precedents. Nothing 
in history ever resembled the end of the eighteenth 
century— nothing in the eighteenth tsentury resem* 
Ued this moment Your wisdom has devised the ne- 
cessary measure, our arms shall put it into executimi.^ 
He announced to the military the will of the Coun- 
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cily audi the oommaDd wiih which they had iatrufted 
him ; and it irw Deceived with loud shouts* 

In the meanwhile the three Direetors, Barras, 60- 
liier, and Moulins^ who were not in the secret of the 
morning, began too late to take the alarm. 'Moulin^ 
proposed to sepd a battalion to surround the house 
of Buonaparte, and make piisoner the General, and 
whomsoever else they found there. But they had no. 
longer the least influence over the soldiery, and had 
themortification to see their own personal guard, when 
'summoned by an aid-de-camp of Buonaparte, marcli 
away to join the forces which he commandfd, ^nd. 
leave them defenceless. 

Barras sent his secretary, Bottot, to expostulate 
with Buonaparte. The General reMved hkn with 
great haughtiness, and publicly, before a large group 
of officers and soldiers, upbraided him with the re- 
verses of the country ; not in the tone of an ordinary 
dtiaen, possessing but his own individual interest in 
the firte of agreat natioja, but like a prince, who, re* 
turning &om a distant ezpediuon, finds that in his 
absence bis deputies have abused their trust, and 
misruled his dwumons. ^^ What have you done,"^ 
he said, ^^for that fine France, which I lefk you in 
such a hiUiant condition ? I left you peace, I have 
fimnd war— I left you the wealth of Italy, I have 
found taxadon and misery* Where are the hundred 
tfaou ss nd Frenchmen whom I have known ?— all of 
11 
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tbem my bompanicms iit g^ary ?— They «re dnd^ 
It was {Jain, that even now, when his enterprise was 
bat commenced, Buonaparte had akeady assumed 
thattone, whidi seemedto account every one ansn^er* 
able to him fiir deficiencies in the public senrioe, and 
he himself responsiUe to no one. 

Barras, overwhelmed and stunned, and afraid, per- 
hapSj of impeachment for his allied peculations, be- 
lied the courage which he was once supposed to possess, 
and submitted, in the most algect terms, to the will of 
the victor. He sent in his resignation, in which he 
states, *^ that the weal of the Republic, and his zeal for 
liberty alone, could have ever induced him to under- 
take the burden of a public office ; and that, semg 
the destinies of the Republic were now in the cus* 
tody of her youthfiil and invincible General, he glad- 
ly resigned his authority."^ He left Paris for his 
country seat, accompanied by a guard of cavalry, 
which Buonaparte ordered to attend him, as much 
perhaps to watch his motions as to do him honour, 
though the last was the ostensible reason. His coU 
leagues, Gohier and Moulins, also resigned their of- 
fice ; Siey6s and Duces had already set the example ; 
and thus, the whole Constitutional Executive Council 
was dissolved, while the real power was vested in 
Buonaparte's single person. Cambaceres, minister 
of justice, Fouch6, minister of police, with all the rest 
of the administration, acknowledged his authority ac- 

VOt. TV. M 



Digitized 



by Google 



178 tji'i& OP 

coidingiy ; miA h» wm ibus pkeed in fuU poarawioii 
M wdl of the gitU at of the mUitiury power. 

The Council of Five Himcbed, or radier the re- 
puWcen majority of that body, Aowed a iiH»e Blvb- 
bom temper ; and if, instead of resigning, Barras, 
Gohier, and Moulins, had united th€atoselYe8 to its 
leaders, they might porhaps have ^yim trouble to 
Buonaparte, sucoessflil as he had hitherto been. 

This hostile Council only met at ten o^elock on^ 
that memwaUe day, whcsn they recebred, to their 
surprise, the messi^, intimating that the Council 
of Ancients had dianged the place of meeting jGrom 
Paris to St Cloud; and thus removed thdur debates 
6om the neighbourhood of the populace, ot» whim 
the old Jacobinical principles might have retained in* 
fluence. The lavs as they stood a£Kirded the young 
Council no means of evading oompUsnce^ and they 
aecmdingly adjourned to meet the next day at St 
Cloud, with unabated resolution to mwntain the de- 
moerattcal part of the constitution. They separated 
amid shouu of ^^ Loi^ Hve the Republic and the 
ConstitulMi r which w«i» echoed by the gjdleries. 
The trkoteuses^* vuBl other more sealous attendants 



* The women of lower rank who attended the debates of the Coun- 
cil, plying the task of knittmg while they listened to poHtics, weie 
M ctenooBiMted* Th^ wort tlways zealous deaMorats, and miglkt 
flftim in oa« sense Shakspoare's de^caription of 

•• Th«/re* maid*, who weave their thread with bones." 
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on Ihmr debates, HBselved to transfer ihenselTefi to Si 
Cloud also, and appeared diere in coasid^raUe mim- 
bers on the ensiung day, when it was evident the en- 
terprise of Siqres and of Bttonaparte most be ekher 
perfected or abandoned* 

The ccmtendkig parties hdd eounsel all the eyea- 
ing^ and de^ into the nif^t, to prepare fi» the final 
ooiitest 4m die aiondw. 8iefes adtised that forty 
leaders of the oj^osition diotdd be anrested ; but 
Biionaparto esteemed himsdf strong enough to ob- 
tain a dedsive victory, without resorting to any such 
obnoxious violence. They adjusted their plan of 
operations in both Councils^ and agreed that the go- 
vernment to be established should be provisioiially 
intnisted to three Consuls^ Buom^iarte^ Bieycs^ and 
Dttoos« Proper artsngemcnts were made of the 
anned f<irce at St Cloud ; and the command was 
confided to the seal and fidelity of Murat Buona- 
parte used some interest to prevent Bemadottoi Jour- 
dan, und Augereau, from attending at St Cloud the 
next day, as he did not expect them to take his part 
in the approaching crisis* The last of these setmed 
rather hurt at the want of confidence which this eav- 
tion implied, and said, '^ What, general ! dare you 
not trust your own little Augereau F'' He went to 
St Cloud accordingly. 

Suind prepmations were HMMssaky to put the palaee 
ot St Clotid in order, to tecoivc the t#6 Coimdto ; 
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the Onuigerie being assigned to the Coundl of Fiye 
Hundred ; the Gallery of Mars to that of the An- 
cients. 

In the Council of Andents, the Moderns, having 
the majority, were prepared to carry forward and 
complete their measures for a change of government 
and constitution. But the minority, having rallied 
lifter the surprise of the preceding day, were neither 
silent nor passive. The Commission of Inspectors, 
whose duty it was to convene the Council, were in- 
culpated severely for having omitted to give informa- 
tion, to several leadbg members of the minority, of 
the extraordinary convocation which took place at 
such an unwonted hour on the morning preceding. 
The propriety, nay the legality, of the transference of 
the L^islative Bodies to St Cloud, was also chal- 
lenged. A sharp debate took place, which was ter* 
minated by the appearance of Napoleon, who enter- 
ed the hall, and harangued the members by permis- 
sion of the president. ^^ Citizens,^ said he, ^^ you 
are placed upon a volcano. Let me tell you the 
truth with the frankness of a soldier. Citizens, I 
was remainmg tranquil. with my family, when the 
commands of the Council of Ancients called me to 
arms. I collected my brave military companions, and 
brought forward the arms of the country in obedience 
to you who are the head. We are rewarded with 
calumny-— they compare me to Cromwell— to Csesar. 
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Had I desired to usurp the supreme authority^ I 
have had opportunities to do so before now. But! 
swear to you the couiftry has not a more disinterest- 
ed patriot. We are surrounded by dangers and by 
civil war. Let us not hazard the loss of those advan* 
tages for which we have made such sacrifices— Liber- 
ty and Equality.'" 

^^ And the Constitution !^ exclaitned Linglet, a de- 
mocratic member, interrupting a speech which seem- 
ed to be designedly vague and inexplicit. 

<< The Ccmstitution r answered Buonaparte, ^ving 
way to a more natural expression of his feelings, and 
avowing his object more clearly than he had yet dared 
to do — " It was violated on the 18th Fnfcridor— 
violated on the S2d Floreal— violated on the SOtb 
Pndrial. All parties have invoked it — all have dis* 
regarded it in turn. It can be no longer a means of 
safety to any one, since it obtains the respect of no 
one. Since we cannot preserve the Constitution, let 
us at least save Liberty and Equality, the founda* 
tions onwhich it is erected." He went on in the same 
Btrain to assure them, that for the safety of the Re- 
public he relied only on the wisdom and power of the 
Council of Ancioits, since in the Council of Five 
Hundred were found those men who desired to bring 
back the Convention, with its revolutionary commit- 
tees, its scaffolds, its popular insurrections. ^^ But 
I," he sjdd, *^ will save you from such horronK-'I and 
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my braye comrades at armg, whose swtnrcb and caps 
I see at the door of the hall ; and if any hired era- 
tor shall talk of outlawry, I will appeal to the Talour 
of my comrades, with whom I have fought and con- 
quered IbrKberty.'* 

The AssemUy inrited the General to deUil die 
particulars of the conspiracy to which he bad alluded, 
biit he confined himsdf to a reference to the testi- 
mony ef Sieyes and Puooe; and agnn reitbrslmg 
that the Conslitttlion could not ssm the country, 
and hiviting the Couneil of Anoicnta to adopt some 
^ course which might enable them to do so, he kft 
thcaa, amid cries of <^ Yire Buona{Mnrte<r loudlgr 
edioed by the military in tkes couri-yardl, ta ^ the 
elRct of his elequenee on the more munaitageidile 
CouneQ of Fiye Hundred. 

Th*depnti96 of the yomger Couneil havii^ fewd 
the place designed for llieiv meeting fHled with woxii^ 
men, were for some time ia a sitnai^n which secBaed 
to resemble the pre dicament of die Natioiuil Assem- 
bly at Versailles, when they took refuge in a temu»> 
court. The seeidlection was. of sudi a natuce as 
inflamed and animated their ivesplution^ and they cia- 
lered die Onmgeiie, when at Icngtk admitted, in 
iio.goed humeur with the Council of Ancwnta^ or 
with Buonaparte. iVeposab of accommodating had 
been drcuhted among them i&e&etua%. They 
weuld haire admitted^ Buenapaate into the Dbedory, 
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imi leftuMid to coMem to «afif§ilmi olnuige in die 

The debftte eg the dnj, fcnuriMble ii the l««t in 
wUdi ibe BepuUican piirtj tfijoyid the ftdl (^6«dofll 
of speech in Prance, was opened on 19th 9niiMim» 
at tw0 o*clode, I^udan Buonaparte b^iiii; pi^^irid^nt. 
Gaudbif aBocniber of the modenito F<^V9^ l^tt by 
aacyring^ tibat » committee a£ icteft mdnilNm siuHrid 
ito feriMd, to tepofvt ujioxs the itata of the lU^fid ; 
aad fliai measiireai should be takan fe» dpecnm^ a 
aoxaeqamdaace vitli the CMneil of Anciently. He 
«ttiiiitezBi]pted by endafftatioiia and <^iaetlr oil tfke 
part of the su^m^/ 

<^TheC«a5titatao»i The CoflStJM^xi or Death r 
waa eehatd and nM^hoed mi ofory si^. <* Bisyth 
fici|^ten m aoI^^ said IMbvd; *^ire are ttm 



^< Down with the DietatonUp-HHo I]Sctat<m V 
cuttd other wmbi»:s« 

LttcicD in Tinn endea?oiii»d to teatot e otibst. 
Gaufinwwsdia^^d&ottthetribitte; thetoiceof 
^ythav Moderates waa overpowefed hf eUnmonr^flei^^ 
had the party of deiMctacy filkown ittidf fiereer or 
moeo tanadoaa iJbw whe» about to leeeivef the dei^h- 
hiem. 

^' Let UB swear to preserve ^ Cmstlttttiott af the 
year Three f^ oaekamedf Delbrel ; and l9ie applause 
wiad»fettdw«d AoproposMiM was so general, that 
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it aileiiead all resktance. Even the meliiliera of the 
moderate party — Day, eyen Laden Baona{iarte 
himself— ^were compelled to take the oath of fidelity 
to the Constitution, which he and they were leagued 
to destroy. 

<' The oath you have just taken,^ said Bigonnet, 
^* will occupy a place in the annals of history, heside 
the celebrated vow taken in ihe tennis-court The 
one was the foundation of liberty, the other shall 
consolidate the structure.^^ In the midst of this feiv 
mentatbn, the letter containing the resignation of 
Barras was read, and received with marks of con- 
tempt, as the act of a soldier deserting his post in 
the time of danger. The ttioderate party seemed 
silenced, overpowered, and.on the point of coalescing 
with the great majority of the Council, when the 
clash of arms was heard at the entrance of the apart- 
ment. AU eyes were turned to that quarter. Bay- 
onets, drawn sabres, the plumed hats of general offi- 
cers and aids-de*camp, and the caps of grenadiers. 
If ere visible without, while Napoleon entered tibie 
Orangerie, attended by four grenadiers belonging to 
the constitutional guard of the Councils. The sol-, 
diers remained at the bottom of the hall, while he ad- 
vanced, with a measured step and uncovered, about 
one-third' up the room. 

He waa received with loud murmurs. ^' What! 
drawn wefl^ns, aiiped men, mddiers in the sractu- 
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ary tyf Ae laws !^ exdaimed the members, whose cou- 
rage seemed to rise against the dispUiy of force with 
which they were menaced. . All the deputies arose^ 
some rushed on Buonaparte, and seized him by the 
collar ; others called out — " Outlawry-— outlawry- 
let him; be proclaimed a traitor !^' It is said that 
Arena, a native of Corsica like himself, aimed a dag-^ 
ger at his breast, which was only averted by the in- 
terpodtion of one of the grenadiers. The fact seems 
extremely doubtful, though it is certain that Buona- 
parte was seised by two or three members, while 
others exclaimed, ^^ Was it for this you gained so 
miny victories F"^ and loaded him with reproaches. 
At this crisis a party of grenadiers rushed into the 
hall with drawn swords, and extricating Buonaparte 
from the deputies, bore him off in their arms breath* 
less with the scuffle. 

It was probably at this crisis that Augereau^s 
fiiith in his ancient generaFs fortune began to totter, 
and his revolutionary principles to gain an ascend- 
ance over his military devotion. *' A fine situation 
you have brought yourself into," he said. to Buona- 
parte, who answered sternly, ^' Augereau, things 
were worse at Areola — Take my advice— remain 
quiet, in a short time all this will change." Auge- 
teau, whose active assistance and co-operation might 
have been at this critical period of the greatest con^ 
sequence to the Council, took the hint, and continued 
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pMfliTe.* Jmiidm and Btniiidotte, who were i eady 
to act Oil the popular side, bad Ae soldiere ahoim 
the leait hesitatian in yiehtuig ebe^Kence to Buo^ 
iMqiNirtey peieetved no opening of wfaieb to avait 
thevi8eiTe& 

The Council remained in die kigiiett state o# 
coannotion, the general voice accnsnig Buenapaite 
of having UBurped the eupvene aathoiitjr, caHing 
Sat a sentence of outlamyi or denaading thai he 
shodd he braoght to the hav. *^ Can yoQ aak ]ne lo 
put the outlawry of my own brolher to the vol^eF' 
said Lucien* But tins appeal to his personal sitoa- 
tioBi and feeimgs made no impression upon the As- 
sembly^ who eonti»Kd elamorousfy fo demmd the 
qvestion.. At length Lncien flnng en die deric his 
hat^seaii^ and other parts of his official dress. '^XiOt 



* The MoDiteur is anxious t» exculpate Augereau firom lunriog 
taken any part in favour of the routed party on the 1 9th Brumaire^ 
That officer, it says, did not jo^ in the general eath of ftdeUty to 
the Consfjitation of the year Thvee. The same offiiual paper addsi 
that on the evening of the 19ih, heing invited hy some of the lead- 
ing persons of the democratic faction, to take the miBtary command 
•f their partizans, he had asked them hy wi^ of replay ^ Whether 
they supposed he would tamiah the reputatioa he had acquired in 
^ the army, hy taking command of wretches like them ?" Augereau, 
it may heremcmllered, was the general vAto was senl^hy Buonafrnvle 
ta Fttis to act as military chief on the part of the Dicectary, in the 
revolution of the 18th Fructidor, in which tlie soldiery had will- 
ingly followed hun. Buonaparte was prohaMy well pleased tn 
im9 ft nsn of his nulUaiy rrpaMoA wnli molvsli dNUMt«»os#«^ 
the combat if possible. 
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me he fsther heaid,'' ke md, ^ «b the advocate of 
bim wliom you fabely and rashly accuae.^ But bia 
reqtieslr only added to the tttmnlt At this BU>meiit 
a smaB body of gvenadiera, sent hf Napoleon to hit 
brother^s assistanee, marched mta the hall 

The^ were at int leetnred wkh appUnue ; ftr 
the Coimeily aceustemed te see the tmnph ef demo- 
mitical opBHoiw among the railitaiy, did not doriit 
that they were desertmg their general to range them- 
selrea ofir the side of the deputies. Thm aj^peaamnce 
wae but momentavy-**tbqF instantly left the haU^ 
canying L«eien> in the centre of the detaehmcnt. 

Matters were now come to extremity on eidier 
side. The Council, thrown into the greatest disob- 
der hy these repeated mStaiy inemrsions, renudned 
in violent agitation, fhrious against Buonaparte, bvrt 
without the calmness necessary to adopt dednve 
measures* 

Meantime the sight of Napokon, almost bveadL- 
less, and bearing marks of persemd vioknee, csciAed 
to the highest the mdignattcMi of the nnEtary. In 
broken words he toM them^ that when he wished to 
riiow them the road to lead the country to victory 
and fame, *< they had msswered him with diners.'' 
Cries of resentment arose from the soldiery, m^ 
mented when the party sent to extricate the FfcsiT 
dent brought him to the ranks a& to a sanctuary. 
Lueien, who seconded }m brother achniraUy, or 
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rstfaar who led the* iray in this periloos adrenture, 
■Knmted on horaeback instaiitly, and called out, in a 
voice naturally deep and isonorous, ^* General, and 
you, soldiers ! The President of the Council of Fire 
Hundred prochums to you, that factious men, with 
drawn daggers, have interrupted the delib^ations of 
the Assembly-^He authorises you to employ force 
against these disturbers — The Assembly of Five 
Hundred is dissolved l^ 

Murat, deputed by Buonaparte io execute the 
commands of Lucien, entered the Orangerie with 
drums beating, at the head of a detachment with: 
fixed bayonets. He summoned the deputies to dis- 
perse on their peril, while an officer of the cbnstifU^ 
tional guard called out, he icould be no lotigeif an- 
swerable for their safety. Cries of fear became now 
mingled with vociferadons of rage, execrations of 
abhorrence, and shouts of Vive la Republyjue. An 
crfficer then mounted the Presidenfs seat, and sum- 
moned the representatives to retire. '^ The Gene- 
ral," said he, ^' has given orders." 

Some of the deputies and spectators began now to 
leave the haU; the greater part continued firm, and 
sustained the shouts by which they reprobated this 
militery intrusion. The drums at length struck up^ 
•and drowned further remonstrance. 

^^ Forward) grenadiers," said the ofiicer who com- 
manded the party. They levelled their muskete, 



Digitized 



by Google 



l^APOLEON BUONAPARTE. 189 

and advanced as if to the charge. The deputies 
seem hitherto to have retained a lingering hope that 
their'persons would be regarded as inviolable. They 
now fled on all sides, most of them jumping from the 
windows of the Orangerie, and leaving behind them 
^ their official caps, scarfs, and gowns. In a very few 
minutes the apartments were entirely clear ; and thus, 
furnishing, at its conclusion, a striking paraHel to 
the scene which ended the Long Parliament of 
Charles the First's time, terminated the last demo- 
cratical assembly of France* 

Buonaparte affirms, that one of the general officers 
in his suite offered to take the command of fifty men, 
and place them in ambush to fire on the depudes in 
their flight, which he wisely declined as a useless 
and gratuitous cruelty. 

The result of these violent and extraordinary 
measures was intimated to the Council of Ancients ; 
the immediate cause of the expulsion of the Five 
Hundred being referred to the alleged violence on 
the person of Buonaparte, which was said by one 
member to have been committed by Arena, while 
another exaggerated the charge, by asserting that it 
was ofiered in consequence of Buonaparte's having 
made disdosure of some mal-practices of the Cdlrsi- 
can deputy while in Italy. The Moniteur soon after 
improved this story of Axena and his single po- 
niard, into a party consistbg of Arena, Marquezzi, 
and other deputies, armed with pistols and daggers. 
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At otfaer tbaes, BoMiaparte was said to hav« faeeb 
wounded) wUdi oertamly was not the ease. The 
effect of the example oi Bnitus upon a republicati, 
and an Italian to boot, might render tho eonduct 
asedbed to Arena credible enough ; hut the exist- 
mee of a party armed with pocket-pistds $md dag- 
gen, for the purpose of ojqposing rcguhu* tirnqMS, is 
too ridiculous to be believed. Arena published a 
denial of the attempt; and among the numbers who 
witnessed the soene no proof was erer appealed to» 
save the real evidence of a dagger found on the floor, 
and the torn sleeve of a grenadier^s coat, circum- 
stances which might be accounted for many ways* 
But having served at the time as a popular apology 
tor the strong measures which had been adopted, the 
rumour was not allowed to fall askep. Thom6, the 
grenadier, was declared to have merited well of 
his country by the Legislative Body, entertained at 
dinner by the General, and rewarded with a salute 
and a valuable jewel by Josephine. Other reports 
were put in drcuIatioB conoeming the violent pur* 
poses of the Jacobins* It was said the ancient re- 
volutionist, Santerre, was setting a popular move- 
ment on foot, in the Fauxboorg Saint Antoine, and 
ibsft Buonaparte, through the Ex-Direotor Monlins, 
had cautioned him against {nioceeding in bis pm^fNMpe, 
declaring, that if be did. be would have him shot by 
martial law. 
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Bm lh« truth 18^ that although there can be no 
doubt that the popuhur party entertained a full pur- 
poM of reToltttionisbg the government anew, and re- 
stoing its republican character, yet they were antici- 
pated and surpriaed by the moToment of the 18th and 
I9tb Brumaire, which could not, therefore, in atiict 
hioguage) be juitified as a defensive measure. Its 
excuse must rest on the proposition which seems 
undoubted, that affairs were come to such extremity 
that a contest was unavoidable, and that therefore it 
was necessary for the moderate party to take the ad- 
vantage of the first blow, though they exposed them- 
selves in doing so to the reproach of being called the 
aggressors in the contest 

The Council of Ancients had expressed some 
alarm and anxiety about the employment of military 
force against the other branch of the constitutional 
representation. But Lucien Buonaparte, having 
succeeded in rallying around him about a hundred of 
the Coundl of the Juniors, assumed the character 
and office of that Legislative Body, now effectually 
purged of all the dissidents, and, as President of 
the Five Hundred, gave to the Council of Ancients 
such an explanation, as they, nothing loath to be 
convinced, admitted to be satisfiictory. Both Coun- 
cils then adjourned till the 19th February 1800, after 
each had devolved their powers upon a committee of 
twenty-five persons, who were instructed to prepare 
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a civil code 'against the meeting of the LegislaiiTe 
Bodies. A provisional consular government vas ap- 
pointed, consisting of Buonaparte, Sieyes, and Roger 
Duces. 

The victory, therefore, of the 18th and 19th Bru- 
maire, was, by dint of sword and bayonet, completely 
secured. It remuned for the conquerors to consider 
the uses which were to be made of it 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Bffhet9 of the Vfctory of the iHth and mh J^rumaire.-^Ck* 
mency of the New Oonetdate.'-^en^ficial change in the FU 
nartces.—Law of Hostages repeakd.^Ileligious Liberty aU 
hwed.'^Improvements in the War Department.^Submis^ 
iion of the Choutins, and Pacification of La FendSe,^Ascend- 
ency qf Napoleon in tJte Constdate.^IH9appointment of the 
Abbe Sieges. — Committee formed to consider Sieges' Plan qf 
a Constitution — Adopted inpart--but refected in essentials, 
A new one adopted, monarchical in everything but form.^-^ 
Sieges reHres from public life on a pension.-^General viem 
of the new Consular form qf, Govemment.-^J)espotic Power 
of the First Consul.'^Reflectiona on Buonaparte's Conduct 
upon this occasion. 

The yictory obtained over the Directory and the 
democrats, upon the 18th and 19th Brumoire, was 
generally acceptable to the French nation. The fe- 
verish desire of liberty, which had been the charac- 
teristic of all descriptions of persons in the year 
179^9 was quenched by the blood shed durmg the 
Bdg^ of Terror ; and even just and liberiJ ideas of 
freedom had so far fallen into disrepute, from their 
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resemblance to those which had been used as a pre- 
text for the disgusting cruelties perpetrated at that 
terrible period, that they excited from association a 
kind of loathing SB well as dread. The great mass 
of the nation sought no longer guarantees for meta- 
physical rights, but, broken down by suffering, desi- 
red repose, and were willing to submit to any goyem- 
ment which promised to secure to them the ordinary 
benefits of dyilhsation. 

Buonaparte and Siq^es,<«^r, though only during 
a brief space, they may still be regarded as joint au- 
tboritiesy-— were enabled to profit by this genial ac- 
quiescence, in many important pa^culars. It put it 
in their power to dispense with the necessity of pur- 
suing and crushing their scattered adversaries ; and 
the Frendi saw a revolution effected in their sys- 
tem, and that by military force, in whicli not a 
drop of blood was spilt. Yet, as had been the ter- 
mination of most recent revolutions, lists of pro- 
sctiption were prepared ; and without previous trial 
cMT legal sentence, fiftynnne of those who had ckuef«> 
ly opposed the new Consulate on the ISth and 
19th Brumaire were condemned to deportation by 
the sole j£a^ of the Consuls. Sieyes is said to have 
suggested this unjust and arbitrary measure, which, 
bearing a colour of revenge and persecutiion,^ was 
highly unpopular. It was not carried into execu- 
tion. Exceptions were at first made in favour of such 
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of the CDiiteniiedpenoiis as showed themselves dis* 
posed to be tractable; and at length the sentence was 
altogether dispensed with, and the more obnoxious 
partisans of democracy were only placed under the su- 
perintendence of the police. This conduct showed at 
once conscious strength, and a spirit of clemency, than 
which no attributes can contribute more to the popu- 
harity of a new government ; since the spirit of the 
opposition, deprived of hope of success, and yet not 
urged on by despair of personal safety, gradually be- 
comes disposed to sink into acquiescence. The de- 
mocratSj or, as they were now termed, the anarchists, 
became intimidated, or cooled in their zeal ; and only 
a few of the more enthusiastic continued yet to avow 
those principles, to breathe the least doubt of which 
had been, within but a few months, a crime worthy 
of death. 

Other and most important decrees were adopted 
by the Consuls, tending to lighten the burdens which 
their predecessors had imposed on the nation, and 
which had rendered their government so unpopular. 
Two of the most oppressive measures of the Di- 
rectors were repealed without delay. 

l?he first referred to the finances, which were 
found in a state of ruinous exhaustion, and were 
only maintained by a system of compulsory and pro- 
gressive loans, according to rates of assessment on 
the property of the ettisens. The new minister of 
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finance, Gaudin, would not even go to bed, or sleep 
a single night, until he had produced a substitate 
for this ruinous resource, for which he leyied axt 
additional rise of twenty-five per cent oil all contri- 
butions, direct and indirect, which produced a large 
sum. He carried order and regularity into all the 
departments of finance, improved the collection and 
income of the funds of the Republic, and inspired ao 
much confidence by the moderation and success of 
his measures, that credit began to revive, and several 
loans were attained on easy terms. 

The repeal of the law of hostages was a measure 
equally popular. This cruel and unreasonable enact- 
ment, which .rendered the aged and weak, unprotect- 
ed females, and helpless children of emigrants, or 
armed royalists,:, responsible for the actions of their 
relatives, was immediately mitigated. Couriers were 
dispatched to open the prisons ; and this act of jus- 
tice and humanity was hailed as a pledge of returning 
moderation and liberality. 

Important measures were also taken for tranquil- 
Uring the religious discord t^ which the country 
had been so long a^tated. Buonaparte, who had 
lately professed himself more than half persuaded of 
the truth of Mahommed's mission, became now — • 
such. was the decree of Providence-— the means of 
restoring to France the free exerdse of the Chris- 
tian faith. The mummery of Reveilliere Lepaux^s 
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heathenism was by general consent abandoned. The 
churches were restored to public worship ; pensions 
were allowed to such religious persons as took an 
oath of fidelity to the government ; and more than 
twenty thousand clergymen, with whom thd prisons 
had been filled, in copsequehce of intolerant laws, 
were set at liberty upon taking the same vow. Pub- 
lic and domestic rites of worship in every form were 
tolerated and protected ; and the law of the decades, 
or Thebphilanthropic festivals, was abolished. Even 
the earthly relics of Pope Pius VIm whp had died at 
Valence, and in e^e^ were not neglected, but recei- 
ved, singular tp relate, the rites of sepulture with the 
solemnity due to his high office, by command of Bug* 
naparte, who had first shaken the Papal aqthority ; 
and in doing so, as be boosted In his Egyptian pro- 
clamations, had destroyed the emblem of Christian 
worship. 

The part taken by Cambaceres, the Minister of 
Justice, in the revolution of Brumaire, had been 
.agreeable to Buonaparte ; and his moderation now 
aided him in the lenient measures which he had 
determined to a^opt. He was a good lawyer, and 
a man <^ sense and information, and under his ad- 
ministration means were taken to relax the oppres* 
sive severity of the laws against the emigrants. : Nine 
of them, noblemen of the most ancient families in 
France, had been thrown on the coast near Calais by 
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shipwreck, and the Directors had meditated bringbg 
to trial those whom the winds and waves had spared, 
as falling under the class of emigrants returned to 
France without permisnon, against whom the laws 
denounced the penalty of death. Buonaparte more 
liberally considered their being found within the pro- 
hibited territory, as an act, not of volition, but of in- 
evitable necessity, and they were dismissed accord- 
ingly. 

From the same spirit of politic clemency, La Fay- 
ette, Latour Maubourg, and others, who, although 
revolutionists, had been expelled firom France for 
not carrying their principles of freedom sufficiently 
high and far, were permitted to return to their na- 
tive countiy. 

It may be easily believed that the milita^ de- 
partment of the state underwent a complete reform 
under the authority of Buonaparte. Dubois de Cranc6, 
the Minister at War under the Directors, was re- 
placed by Berthier; and Nqwleon gives a strange 
lecture of the incapacity of the fimner functionary. 
He declares he could not fiimish a sbgle report of 
the state of the army— that he had obtained no re- 
gular returns of the effective strength of the differ- 
ent regiments — that many corps had been formed 
in the departments, whose very existence was un- 
known to the minister at war; and finally, that 
when pressed for reports of the pay, of the victual- 
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ling, and <if tlie duduag of tke Irbops^ he had re- 
plied, Ihat the war departaent neither paid> elothed, 
nor victualled them. Thia may be exaggerated^ for 
Napoleon disliked Doboia de Cranc4 a$ his personal 
opponent ; but the improyident and corrupt chaTitc*> 
ter of the directorial govertunent renders the charge 
vioy probable. By the ex^ons <^ Berthier, accus- 
tomed to Bttonaparte^s mode of arran^^ents, the 
war department soon adopted a very difFer^t face of 
activity. 

The same department reeeived yet additional vigour 
when the Consuls called to be its head the celebra- 
ted Carnot^ who had returned firom exile, in conse- 
quence of the fall of the. Directors. He remained 
in office but a short time, for, being* a democrat 
in i«inciple, he disapproved of the personal eleva- 
tbn of Buonaparte ; but during the period that he 
continued in administration, his services in restoring 
order in the military d^artment, and combining the 
plans of the campaign with Moreau and Buonaparte, 
were of the highest importance. 

Napdeon showed no less talent in dosing the 
wounds f^ internal war^ than in his other arrange- 
ments. The Chouans^ und6r tluious chiefs/ had 
disturbed the westam provinces; but the despair of 
pardon, which drove so many malcont^its to thmr 
standard^ began to subside, and. the liberal and ac- 
. commodating measurei adopted by the new Constilar 
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gavermnent, induced most to make peace with Buo- 
naparte. This they did the moie readily, that many 
of them believed the Chief Consul intended by de- 
grees, and when the opportunity offered, to accom- 
plish the restoration of the Bourbons. Many of the 
chiefs of the Chouans submitted to him, and after- 
wards supported his government. Chatillon, Suzan- 
net, D^Autichamp, nobles and chiefe of the Royalist 
army, submitted fit Montlucon, and their reconcilia- 
tion with the government, being admitted on .liberal 
terms, was sincerely observed by them. Bemier, rec- 
tor of St Lo, who had great influence in La Vendee, 
also made his peace, and was afterwards made Bishop 
of Orleans by Buonaparte, and employed in nego- 
tiating the Concordat with the Pope. 

Count Louis de Frott6,.an enterprising and high- 
spirited young nobleman, refused for a long time to 
enter into terms with Buonaparte; so didanother chief 
of the Chouans, called George Cadoudal, a peasant of 
ihe district of Morbihan, raised to the command of his 
countrymen, because, with great strength and daunt- 
less courage, he combined the qualities of enterprise 
and sagadty. Frott6 was betrayed and made prisons 
in the house of Guidal, commandant at Alen9on, 
who had pretended friendship to him, and had pro- 
mised to negotiate a- favourable treaty on his behalf. 
He and eight or mne of his officers were tried by a 
military commissiop, and condemned to be shot. They 
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matched hand in hand to the phoe of execation, re» 
mained to the last in the same attitude, expiessiTe of 
their partddngthe same sentiments of devotion to the 
cause in which they suffered, and died with the utmost 
courage* Geoige Cadoudal, left alone, became un« 
able to support the dyil war, and laid down his arms 
for a time. Buonaparto, whose policy it was to unite 
in the, new order of things as many and as vaiioua 
characters as possiUe, not regarding what parts they 
had formerly ^yed, provided they now attached 
themselves to his person, took great pains to gain over 
a man so resolute as this daring Breton. He had a 
personal interview widi him, which be says George 
Cadoudal solicited; yet why he should have done so 
it is hard to guess, unless it were to learn whether 
Bu(maparte had any ultimate purpose of serving the 
Bourbon interest. He certainly did not request the 
favomr in order to drive any bargain for himself, 
since Buonaparte frankly admits, that all his pro- 
mises and argumento failed to make any impression 
upon him ; and that he parted with George, profess- 
ing still to entertain opinions for which he had fought 
so often and so desperately. 

In another instance which happened at this pe- 
riod, Bttimaparte boasts of haying vindicated the in- 
suited rights of nations. The Senate of Hamburgh 
had ddivered up to England Niq>per Tandy, Black- 
•well, and other Irishmen, concerned in the rebellion 
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which had latdy wasted Irdand. Buonapute too 
this up in a threatening tone, and expounded to dieir 
trembling envoy the rights of a neutral tenitoryy in 
language, upon which the subsequent tragedy of the 
Duke d'Enghien formed a sbgolar commentary. 

While Buonaparte was thus busied in adopting 
measures for composing internal discord^ and re- 
newing the wasted resources of the country, those 
discussions were at the same time privately carrying 
forward, which were to determine by whom and in 
what way it should be' governed. There is Utde 
doubt, that when Sieyes undertook the revolution of 
Brumaire, he would have derired for his military as- 
sistant a very different character from Buonaparte* 
Some general would have best suited him who pos- 
sessed no knowledge beyond that of his professbn, 
and whose ambition would have been contented to 
accept such share of power as corresponded to Ins 
Ikoited views and capadty. The wily priest, how* 
ever, saw, that no other coadjutor save Buonaparte 
could have availed him, after the return of die lat- 
ter iBrom Egypt, and was not long of expertencing 
that Napoleon would not be satined with anything 
short of the lion^s share of the spool. 

At the very first meeting of the Ckmsuls, the de- 
fection of Roger Duoos to the ride of Buonaparte 
convinced Sieyes/ that he would be unaUe to sup- 
port those pretensions to the first place in the go- 
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remmeiBi^, to which his friends had expected to see 
him elcTEted. He had reckoned on Ducos^s vote finr 
givbg him the rituation of First Consul ; but Do- 
COS saw better where the force and talent of the Con- 
sulate must be conridered as reposed. *< General,^^ 
said he to Napoleon, at the first meeting of the 
Consular body, ^^ the presidency belongs to you as a 
matter of right.^ Buonaparte took the chair accord- 
ingly As a thing of course. In the course of the de*- 
liberations, Sieyes had hoped to find that the Ge* ' 
nend^s opinions and interference would have been 
limited to military afiairs ; whereas, on the contrary, 
he heard him express distinctly, and support firmly, 
propositions on policy and finance, religion and 
jurisprudence. .He showed, in short, so little occa- 
sion for an independent coadjutor, that Sieyes ap- 
pears from this, the very first interview, to have 
given up all hopes of establishing a separate interest 
of his own, and to have seen that the Revolution 
was from that moment ended. On his return home, 
he said to those statesmen with whom he had con- 
sulted and acted preceding the 18th Brumaire, as 
Talleyrand, Boulay, Rcederer, Chabanis, &c.— • 
** Gentlemen, you have a Master— give yourself no 
farther concern about the affairs of the state— -Buo- 
naparte can and will manage them all at his own 
pleasure.'" 
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This declaration must have announced to those 
who heaid it, diat the direct and immediate advan- 
tages proposed by the revolution w^e lost ; that the 
government no longer rested on the popular basis> 
but that, in a much greater degree than could have 
been sud to have been the. case during the reign of 
the Bourbons^ the whole measures of state must in 
future rest upon the arbitrary pleasure of one man. 

It was in the meantime necessary that some form of 
govenunent should be established without delay, were 
it only to prevent the meeting of the two Councils, 
who muast have resumed their authority, unless 8U« 
perseded by a new constitution previous to the 19th 
February 1800, to which day they had been pro- 
r<^ned. As a previous measure, the oath taken by 
official persons was altered from a direct acknowledge 
ment of the constitution of the year Three, so as to 
express a more general profession of adherence to the 
cause of the French nation. How to salve the wound- 
ed eonsdences of those wha had previously taken the 
oath in its pimitive form, no care was used, nor 
does any appear to have been thought necessary. 

The three Consuls, and the Legislative Com- 
mittees, formed themselves into a general Com- 
mittee, for the purpose of organising a constitution ; 
and Sieyes was invited to submit to them that mo- 
del, on the preparation of which he used to pique 
himself, dnd had been accustomed to receive the 
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flattery of his friends. He appears to have obeyed 
the call slowly, and to have produced his plan par- 
tially, and by fragments ; probably because he was 
aware, that the offspring of his talents would never be 
accepted in its entire form, but must necessarily un- 
dergo such mutilations as might fit it for the purposes 
and to the pleasure of the Dictator^ whose supremacy 
he had been compelled to announce to his party. 

On being pressed by his colleagues, in the commit- 
tee, the metaphysical politician at length produced 
his full plan of the hierarchical representation, whose 
authority was to emanate from the choice of the peo- 
ple and of a Conservatiye Senate, which was at once 
to protect the laws of the commonwealth, and absorb^ 
as it was termed, all furious and over-ambitious spi- 
rits, by calling them, when they distinguish^ them- 
selves by any irr^ular exertion of power, to share 
the comforts and incapacitiea of their own body, as 
they say fipixits of old were conjured down9 and obli- 
ged to abide in the Red Sea. He then brought, for. 
ward his idea of a Legisktive Body, which was to 
vote and dedde, but without debate ; and his Tribup- 
nate, designed to plead for, or to impeach the mea- 
sures of government. These general outlines were 
approved, as being judged likely to preserve more 
stability and permanence than had been found to ap- 
pertain to the constitutions, which, since 179^, had 
in such quick succession been adopted and abandoned- 
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But the idea which Sieyes entertained of lodging 
the executive government in a Grand Elector, who 
was to be the very model of a King of Lubberland, was 
the ruin of his plan. It was in vain, that in lu^ies 
of luring Buonaparte to accept of this office, he, had, 
while depriving it of all real power, attached to it a 
large revenue, guards, honours, and rank. The heap* 
ing with such distinctions an official person, who had 
no other duty than to name two Consuls, who were 
to carry on the civil and military business of the 
state without his concurrence or authority, was intro- 
ducing into a modem state the evils of a worn-out 
Asiatic empire, where the Sultan, or Mogul, or what- 
ever he is called, lies in his Haram in obscure luxu- 
ry, while the state affairs are conducted exdusively 
by Kis Vizirs, or Lieutenants. 

Buonaparte exclaimed against the whole concoc- 
tion. — " Who,'* said he, " would accept an office, of 
which the only duties were to fatten like a pig upon 
so many millions yearly P*— Or what man of spirit 
would consent to name ministers, over whom, being 
named, he was not to exercise the slightest authority P 
— ^And your two Constils fer war and peace, the one 
surrounded with judges, churchmen, and civilians,-— 
the other with military men and diplomatists,— on 
what footing of intercourse can they be said to stand 
respecting each other P-^^^the one demanding money 
and recruits, the other refusing die suppUes P A go- 



Digitized 



by Google 



vernmem inyolving such a total tepalation of offices 
necessarily connected, would be heterogeneous,— the 
shadow of a state, but widiout the efficient authority 
which should belong to one.^ 

Seyes did not possess powers of persuasion or 
promptness of speech in addition to his other talents. 
He was silenced and intimidated, and saw his fa- 
Yonrite Elector-General, with his two Consuls, or 
rath^ VinerS) rgected, without making much effi>rt 
in their defence. 

Still die system which was actually adopted, bore, 
in point of form, some faint resemblance to the model 
of Sieyes. Three Consuls were appointed ; the first 
to hold the sole power of nominating to public of- 
fices, and right of determining on public measures ; 
the other two were to be his indispensable counsel- 
lors. The first of these offices was designed to faring 
back the constitution of France to a monarchical sys- 
tem, while the second and third were added merely 
to conciliate the Republicans, who were not yet pre- 
pared for a retrograde movement 

The office of one of these supplementary Consuk 
was ofiered to Sieyes, but he declined to accept of it, 
and expressed his wish to retire from pubUc life. His 
disappointment was probably considerable, at finding 
himself acting but a second-rate part, after the suc- 
cess of the conspiracy which he had himself schemed ; 
but his pride was not so great as to decline a pecu- 
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niary CMapensatioii. Buonaparte bestowed on him bjr 
far the greater part of the private treasure amassed by 
the ex*-directors. It was siud to amount to six hun- 
dred thousand francs, which Sieyes called une poire 
pour la soif; in English, a morsel to stay the stomach. 
He was endowed also with the fine domain and estate 
of Crosne ; and to render the gift more acceptable, 
and save his delicacy, a decree was issued, compel- 
ling him to accept of this manifestation of national 
gratitude. The office of a senator gave him dignity.; 
and the yearly appointment of twenty-five thousand 
francs annexed to it, added to the ease of his situa- 
tion. In short, this celebrated metaphysician disap- 
peared as a political person, and became, to use hiis 
own expression, absorbed in the pursuit of epicurean 
indulgences, which he covered with a veil of mystery. 
There is no doubt that by thus showing the greedy 
and mercenary turn of his nature, Sieyes, notwith- 
standing his abilities, lost in a great measure the 
esteem and reverence of his countrymen ; and this 
was a consequence not probably unforeseen by Buo- 
naparte, when he loaded him with wealth. 

To return to the new constitution. Every species 
of power and faculty was ' heaped upon the Chief 
Consul, with a liberality which looked as if France, 
to atone for her long jealousy of those who had been 
the administrators of her executive power, was now 
determined to remove at once every obstacle which 
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might 8tand in the way of fiuonaparte to adiiilrsry 
power. He possessed the sole right of nominating 
counsellors of state, ministers, ambassadors, officers, 
dril and military, and ahnost all functionaries what- 
soever. He was to propose all new laws, and take 
all measures for internal and external defence of the 
state. He commanded all the forces, of whatever 
description, superintended all the national relations 
at home and abroad, and coined the public money. 
In these high duties he had the advice of his brother 
Consuls, and also of a Council of State. But he .was 
recognized to be independent of them all. The Con- 
suls were to be elected for the space of ten years, and 
to be re-eligible. 

The Abbe Sieyes^s plan of dividing the people into 
three classes, which should each of them declare a 
certain number of persons eligible to certain grada- 
tions of the state, was ostensibly adopted. The lists 
of these eligible individuals were to be addressed by 
the various electoral classes to the Ccmservative Se- 
nate, which also was borrowed from the Abbe'*s mo« 
del. This body, the highest and most august in the 
state, were to hold their places for life, and had a con- 
siderable pension attached to them. Their number 
was not to exceed eighty, and they were to have the 
power p{ supplying vacancies in their own body, by 
choosing the future senator from a list of three per- 

VOL. IV. o 
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ms ; ofte of thfiiii prafosed bf the €liief Comaii 
oM by dieliegisfailure Body, ami one by tbe TsnilNu 
011(19. SeaaUNw hectfoe frr crer ineapabk «f say 
otbor pubUi^ duty. Their duty wts to leoeiipe the 
Bilipiiid tistg of penons eUgihle for offidal situsdoM, 
Md to eimul such lairs or loeasitres as shovM be de» 
JumnceA to 4;heir body, as uaooni^kutional or iinpe* 
Mtic, etther by the Goyemmait jot the Tribunate. 
The sittings of the Senate were net public. 

The New Conslitution of Fraiioe also adopted die 
Legislative Body aind tlie Tribunate proposed by 
the Abbe Sieyes. The duty of the Legislative Body 
was to take into consideration such laws as ebould be 
approved by the Tribunate, and pass or xefiise them 
by Tote^ but without any debate, or even any eaqpies* 
non of their opinion. 

The Tzifaunate, on the eontcary, was a deiiberatiTs 
body, to whom the Chitf Consul, and his Councii^ 
State« with whom alone lay the initiative privilege, 
were to propose such laws as appeared to diem desi^ 
rable. These, when discussed by the Tribunate, and 
approved of by the' silent assent of the Legislative 
Body, passed into decrees, and became binding upon 
the community. The Legidative Body heard the te- 
port of the Tribunate, as expressed by a deputation 
fiom tkat body ; and l^ theur votes alone, but with- 
out any debate or delivery^ opinion, refused ix coBf- 
firmed the proposal. Some of the more important acts 
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of g^wmMty feuoh m Ite proc]iuMtioB.ar.pMu«iNr 
liSB, 0ouUMly taieflsoe on.thejnotioa.^ ibe Cbi«f 
Coisul to die Tribwiile, «pea theur raeoauMBdiag 
the JMMvie to the L^sUitiye Bedy ; ^ad fionUy* 
apon ihe Lcgudnttyie CoBuniwoitBAflbniiiigthe.prp- 
pasai Bitt the power of the Chief Consul WAS jMiit 
mudbdiechedhytlHsresftrietioB; fiMrt^discussioiioii. 
Bodiwdgects im^mly to take place on his4>w;p lo^- 
alioii, and alwiqfs in aeeret aummttee ; so that the 
gieatfist Jnndraaoe of 4e^tia», the wi^gbt of pub- 
lic apiiuoa &nned upon public dehate, was totally 
wanting. 

A yery aE{^ ^anee at this Consular foiai of^^o- 
yfommenA la snffieient to aha w» that BttQni^parte seleot- 
ed ^ttctfy as lauch of the ii^enious institution of 
Sttgfies as wns appliiQaUe to his own objeotof acqmring 
sii^sBme and despotie authority^ while he got rid of 
all, the Tribunate aiene eKoepted, which contaimdy 
disaotly or ittjfiraatlys any check or bahince a&ctiqg 
this exectttijre fM>wer« The substitution of lists of 
eli|^UeperscB8<ff oalkdidate&, to be made 19 by the 
people, im^Kad of the popular eleotion ^f aotual xe* 
presenlati^«ta, camrertedinto a metaphysical and alv 
■Met idea the reid saftipiaid <xf liberty. It may 
he iTue, 4hat the auHhority of an official penMm, se- 
keted fiom the national lists, might be sud arigmal- 
ly to emanate from the people ; because, unless his 
name had received their sanction, he coidd not have 
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beea digible. But the diffefence is inexpreanbly 
great, between the power of naming a single direct' 
xepresentatiye, and that of naming a thousand per- 
nooBy any of whom may be capable of being created 
a representative ; and the popular interference in the ' 
state, which had hitherto comprehended the former 
privilege, was now restrained to the latter and more 
insignificant one. This was the main error in Sieyes's 
system, and the most fatal blow to liberty, whose con- 
stitutional safety can hardly exist, excepting in union 
with a direct and unfettered national representation, 
diosen by the people themselves. 

All the other balances and checks which the Abbe 
had designed to substitute instead of that which arises 
from popular election, had been broken and cast away ; 
while the fragments of the scheme that remained 
were carefully adjusted, so as to form the steps by 
which Buonaparte was to ascend to an unlimited and- 
despotic throne. Sieyes had proposed that his Elector 
General should be merely a graceftd termination to his 
edifice, like a gilded vane on the top of a steeple — 
a sovereign without power — a RoiJaineofU^ with two 
Consuls to act as joint Maires des palais. Buona- 
parte, on the contrary, gave the whole executive 
power in the state, together with the exclusive right 
of proposing aU new laws, to the Chief Consul, and 
made the others mere appendages, to be thrown 
aside at pteasure. 
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Neither were the other constitutional authorities 
calcuhited to offer effectual resistance to the en- 
grossbg authority of this all-powerful oiBoer. All 
these bodies were, in fact, mere pensioners. The Se- 
nate, which met in secret, and the Legislative Body, 
whose lips were padlocJted, were alike removed from 
influencing public opinion, and bebg influenced by 
it. The Tribunate, indeed, consisting of a hun« 
dred persons, retained in some sort the right of de- 
bate, and of being publicly heard. But the mem« 
bers of the Tribunate were selected by the Senate, 
not by the people, whom, except in metaphysical 
mockery, it could not be said to represent, any more 
than a bottle of distilled liquor can be said to repre- 
sent the sheaf of grain which it was originally drawn 
from. What chance was there that, in a hundred 
men so phosen, there should be courage and inde- 
pendence enough found to oppose that primary 
power, by which, like a steam-engine, the whole 
constitution was put in motion ? Such tribunes were 
also in danger of recollecting, that they only held 
their office for four years, and that the Senators had 
their offices for life ; while a transition from the one 
state to the other was in general thought desirable, 
and could only be gained by implicit obedience during 
the candidate's probation in the Tribunate, Yet, 
slender as was the power of this^Tribunate body, Buo- 
naparte showed some jealousy even of this slight 
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appearaBce of freedom ; attheugh, juStly oonndered, 
t^e Senate, tite ConservaliTo Body, and tlie Trilm* 
Bate, were but three diiPeient pipes, which, separately 
or altogether, uttered sonnd at the pleasure of him 
who presided at the instrament. 

The spirit of France must have been much Imikeii 
when this arbitrary system was adopted without de^ 
bate or contrafictioii: ; and when we remember the 
earlier period of 1789, it is wonderful to cocuntder 
hew, itt the space of ten years, the race of men, 
whose love of Kberty earned iSkem to such eztraya- 
^mces, seems to have become exhausted. Personal 
safety was now a principal object with most. They 
saw no altemalive between abscdute submission to a 
military chief of talent and power, and the return 
to- anarchy and new revolutionary excesses. 

Duiuig the sitting of Buonaparte'isi Legislative 
Committee, Madame de Stael' expressed, to a re- 
presentatiye of the people, her alarms on the Sub- 
ject of Bberty. «» Oh, madam,^ he repfied, ** we are 
arrived at an extremity in: which we must not trouble 
ourselves' abottlt saving die principles of the Revo- 
lution, but oldy the lfv«s of the men by whom thfe 
Berolutioh was ^ected."^ ■ 

Yet more than one exertiott is said to- have been 
made in the Committee, to obtahr some mocBfieatkm 
of the supreme power ^ the Chief Consul, or at least 
some remedy in case of its being abused. Several 
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ta&mherB dike Conmiiitee wKich fl^cteted the new 
coBiititu^iiy stade^ it Ur said, an ^ffinrt to persuade 
Bttomi^arte, that, in taking possession of the office 
of sd^mfe magistrate, without any preliminary elec- 
tion, he would crfince an ambition which might pre- 
judice him W^ tfce people; and, entreating him to 
be sa^fied widi the office of gaieralissimo of the 
armies, with fidl right of treating with £miign powers, 
invited him to set off to the ^ontier and resume 
his train of ticteries. *^ I will remain at Paris^^^ 
said Baonaparte, biting his nails to the quick, as 
was his custom when agitated-—" I will remun at 
Paris — I am Chief Consul.'*' 

Cfaenier hinted at adoptiiig the doctrine c^f absorp- 
^n, but was instantly interrupted—^^ I w31 have no 
such nmmmery,^' siod Buonaparte ; " blood io the 
knees rather.'*'* These expressions may be ex^ger- 
ated, bat it is certain that, whenever there was an at* 
tempt to control his wiidies,'or restrict his power, sndi 
a discontented remark as intimated '* that he wonid 
meddle no more in the bnsiness,'' was sufficient to 
overpower the opposition. The Committee saw no 
<^don betwixt sulmxitting to the authority of thi» in- 
flexible chief, Gt encenntering the horrors of a Ubo<fy 
OTxl wafF. Thus were lost at once the fruits of the 



• Memoireii de Fouch^, vol. I. p. 104. 
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virtues, the crimes, the blood, the treasure, the mass 
of human misery, which, flowing from the Revttlu- 
tion, had agitated France for ten years s and thus, 
having sacrificed almost all that men hold dear, the 
rights of humanity themselves included, in order to 
obtain national liberty, her in]uiltttants, without 
having enjoyed rational freedom, or the advantages 
which it insures, for a single day, returned to be the 
vassals of a despotic government, administered by a 
chief whose right was only in his sword. A few re- 
flections on what might or ought to have Jbeen Bue- 
naparte^s conduct in this crisis, naturally arise out of 
the subject. 

Wd are not to expect, in the course of ordinary 
life, moral any more than physical miracles. There 
have lived men of a spirit so noble, that, in serving 
their country, they had no other object beyond the 
> merit of having done so ; but such men belong to a 
less corrupted age than ours, and have been trained 
in the principles of disinterested patriotism, which 
did not belong to France, perhaps not to Europe, in 
the eighteenth century. We may, therefore, take it 
for granted, that Buonaparte was desirous, in some 
shape or other, to find his own interest in the ser- 
vice of his country, that Iiis motives were a mixture 
of patriotism and the desire of self-advancement ; and 
it remams to consider in what manner both objects 
were to be best obtained. 
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. The first alternative was ^he re* establishment of 
.thel^epublic, upon some better and less perishable 
model than those which had been successively adopt- 
ed and abandoned by the French, in the several 

. phases of the Revolution. But Buonaparte had al- 
ready determined against this plan of government, 
and seemed unalterably convinced, that the various 
misfortunes and failures which had been sustained 
in the attempt to convert France into a republic, 
afforded irrefragable evidence that her natural and 
proper constitutional government must be monarch- 
icaL . This important point settled, it remained, 1st, 
To select the person in whose hand the kingly power 
was to be- intrusted. Sdly, To consider in what 
degree the monarchical principle should be mingled 
with, and qualified by, securities for the freedom 
of the people, and checks against the encroachments 
of the prince. 

Having broken explicitly with the Republicans, 

. Buonaparte had it in his power, doubtless, to have 
united with those who desired the restoration of the 
Bourbons, who, at this moment, formed a large pro- 
portion of the better classes in France. The name of 
the old dynasty must have brought with it great 

. advantages. Their restoration would have at once 
restored peace to Europe, and in a great measure 
reconciled the strife of parties in France. There was 
no doubt of the possibility of the counter-revolution ; 
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for Hrliftt Wfts ^bne » 1814 might hftve been stall 
more easily done in 1799. QM ideas wotild hsre 
Tetained with ancient names, and at the same time 
secttrity might have 6een gtren, that the restored 
monarch shonid be pkeed within such l^al restninljB 
as were necessary for ttie protection ^ the freedotii 
4yf the subject The principal powers of Enrope^ if 
reqnmd, wonld have gladly guaranteed to the French 
people any elass of institutions which might hahre 
been thought adequate to this purpose. 

But, besides that sttch a course cut off BuonafMMe 
from any higher reward of his sendees, than iftire 
connected with the rank of a subject, the Bm^^ ob- 
jections to the restoration of the Bourbon fiitmily stfll 
prevailed, ^ich we have before noticed. The^ctreme 
confusion fikely to be occasioned by the conflicting 
claims of the restored emigrants, who'had left France 
with all the feelings and prejudices peculiar to ibeir 
Inrth and quality, and those of the numerous soldiers 
and statesmen, who had arisen to eminence during the 
revolution, and whose pretensions to rank and office 
would ho urged with jealous vefaemem^e against 
diose who had shared ^the fortunes of the exiled 
monarch, was a powerful objection to the restora- 
tion. The question concerning the national do- 
mains, remained as enAarrassbg as^ before; for, 
whfle flie sales which had been made of that pro- 
perty could scarce be cancelled without a severe 
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AiHA to nstimnl crecEt, the restored Bourbenc^emild 
not, <m thebtiter hand, fail to insist upon si» indent 
nificatioii to die spiritnafity, who had been stripfied 
of their property finr adherence to their rel^ous 
vows, and to the nobles, ^ose estates had been: fer- 
flite^for tfaeh^ *iherence to the throne. It inight 
also hare been fomrd, that, among the army, a pre^ 
jufice'against the Bonrbons had snnrtved their pre- 
dilection fbr the Republic, and that allSiough the 
French soldieto might see with pleasure ft crown 
phtced on the brow of thdor favourite genera!, they 
might be tinwilHng to endure the restoration of the 
ancient race, against whom they had hmg borne 
arms* 

AU these objeetums' against attempting to recall 
the ancient dynasty, hate weight in themselves, and 
may readily have appeared insuperable to Rtona* 
parte; especially considenng the condasion: to be, 
that if the Bourbons' werefoimd ineligible, theerei^n 
of France— with a more extended empire, and tame 
unlimited powers— ^as in that case to rest With 
Buonaparte hhnself. There is no doubt that, kjfre. 
fbrrmg the title of the Bourbons, fdtmded on ri^ht, 
to his own, which rested on fbree and opportunity 
alone, Buonaparte Would have iacted a mueh more 
noble, generous, and disinterested part, thatt in 
availing himself of circumstaneefir to estaUish his own 
power; nay, that, philosophically speaking, such a 
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choice might have been wiser and happier. But in 
the ordinary mode of viewing and acting in this world, 
the temptation was immense; and Buonaparte was, 
in some measure, unfettered hj, the circumstances 
which might have withheld some of his contempo- 
raries from snatching at the crown that seemed to 
await his grasp. Whatever were the rights of the 
•> Bourbons, abstractedly considered, they were not of 
a kind to force themselves immediately upon the 
conscioice of Buonaparte. He had not entered 
public life, was indeed a mere boy, when the gene- 
ral voice of France, or that which appeared such, 
drove the ancient race from the throne ; he had 
acted during all his life hitherto in the service of 
the French government ^,^2icto; and it was hard 
to require of him, now of a sudden, to sacrifice the 
greatest stake which a man ever played for, to the 
abstract right of the king de Jure. Candour will 
therefore allow, that though some spirits, of a he- 
roic pitch of character, might, in his place, have 
acted otherwise, yet the conduct of Buonaparte, in 
availing himself, for his own advantage, of the 
height which he had attained by his own talents, was 
too natural a course of action to be loaded with 
censure by any one, who, ifhe tekes the trouble to 
consider the extent of the temptation, must acknow- 
ledge in his heart the difficulty of resisting it. 
But though we may acknowledge many excuses 
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for the ambition whicb induced Buonaparte to as- 
sume the prindpal share of the new goTemment> and 
although we were even to idlow to his admirers that 
he became First Consul purely because his doing 
so was necessary to the welfare of France, our can- 
dour can carry us no farther. We cannot for an in- 
stant sanction the monstrous accumulation of autho- 
rity which engrossed into his own hands all the powers 
of the state, and deprived the FrencH people, from 
that period, of the least pretence to liberty, ox power 
of protecting themselves from tyranny. It is in vain 
to uige, that they had not yet learned to make a pro- 
per use of the invaluable privileges of which he de- 
prived them — equally in vain to say, that they con* 
sented to resign what it was not in their power to 
defend. It is a poor apology for theft that the per- 
son plundered knew not the value of the gem taken 
from him ; a worse excuse for robbery, that the party 
robbed was disarmed and prostrate, and submitted 
without resistance, where to resist would have been 
to die. In choosbg to be the head of a well regu- 
lated and limited monarchy, Buonaparte would have 
consulted even his own interest better, than by prefer- 
ring, as he did, to become the sole animating spirit 
of a monstrous despotism. The communication of 
common privileges, while they united discordant fac- 
tions, would have fixed the attention of all on the head 
of the government^ as their mutual benefactor. The 



Digitized 



by Google 



^SS UFB OF 

coiwtilnilOTiiiV righis irJhidi lie hid Meistml iiw:tlie 
csaiwn wonld haye been respected, nhen U was xe- 
laonhered that 4\xe freedom of the peeple had heen 
pat in a ratkoMl ibnn, and ite ptinleges xendered 
avaihiUe by jhki fibcf idtty. 

Siidi ohcdEs npen his povar would haTe iheeH as 
beneficial to himself aa ta liis siijbieots. I& in ihe 
OQKuse of his reigii« he had .met iM»uitiliitiHHial of^ 
position to the then immense fsojeete^ of eenq nest, 
which costao mneh Mood and deyaatation, to that 
oppositaon he wouU j>ave been as msdx indebted^ as 
apmrson ^ihject to -fits of Imiaoy is to the bonds fay 
which, when under ike influence of his malady^ he 
is restndnad fiBon doing nuschief Snfinaparte^a 
aetire spirit, withheld fren wari&e puxsnits, wanld 
haTe been exerased by the intenial improvement 
of his kiBgdbm. The mode in which he used his 
power would have gilded ovec, aa in many oAfor 
cases, the imperfect nature of his iMe, and if he 
was not, in «very sense, the legitimate hm of the 
monarchy, he night have been one of die onost me- 
ritorious princes that ewr ascended die throne. Had 
he permitted the existence jof a power expressiy^ of 
the national opinion to exut, co-equal with and ie~ 
strictive of his own, there woidd have been no <oocu- 
padon of Spain, no war with Bussm, no imperial de- 
crees agamst British commeEce. IThe people who first 
felt the pressure oi these violoit and ruinous mea- 
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sures, would have declined to submit lo them in the 
outset The ultimate consequence— the overthrow, 
namely, of Napoleon himself, would not have taken 
place, and he might,' for aught we can see, have 
died on the throne of France, and bequeathed it to 
his posterity, leaving a reputation which could only 
be surpassed in lustre by that of an individual who 
should render similar advantages tohis^ country, yet 
decline the gratification, in any degree, of his per- 
sonal ambition. - -t 
In short, it must always be written down, as Buo- 
«ap»te!s error as wcfU as gnflt, that misusing the 
power which the ISA Brumaite threw mto his 
hands, he totally destn>yed the liberty of France, or, 
we w^uld say, laore properly, the chance which that 
country had of attaining a free, and^ at the same 
tkae, a settled ^vemment He iaigfai hme been a 
^triot^prinoe, he chose to be an usurping despot- 
he .might have played the part pf Wa3hingt0ii, he 
preferred that of Cromwell. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Proceedings of Buonaparte in order to consolidate his Power — 
His great Success — Causes that led to it. — Canibaceres and 
Ldnrun chosen Second and Third Consuis.-^Jkilleyrand ap- 
pointed Minister for Foreign Affairs, and FowM Minister 
of Police^ Their Characters.^Other Ministers nominated, 
-^Various Changes made, in order to mark the Commence- 
ment of a new Era.— -Napoleon addresses a Letter person^ 
ally to the King of England— Answered by Lord GrenviBe, 
^-Negotiation for Peace, that followed, speedily broken off. 
'■^Campaigns in Italy, and on the Rhine — Successes of Mo- 
reau — Censured by Napoleon for Over-caution, — The 
Charge considered, — The Chief Consul resolves to bring back, 
in Person, Victory to the French Standards in Italy-^His 
Measures for thai Purpose, 



The structure of goyemment which Buonaparte 
had selected out of the broken outlines of the plan 
of Sieyes, being not only monarchical but despo- 
tic, it remiuned that its offices should be filled with 
persons favourable to the new order of things ; and 
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eo tlik tke «tte«lioB of BuoiiapMPte wm eqpMittjt^ 
tunted. In eider to seeuie the eelectieii o£ thli 
0ftael iiififidiiaif to hitta^ he ekdeAeHtiiely ihe 
fmciple hf wUch Sieyet had pio|lBMd to ebdkml^ 
hk iwfti^iuil n^ireieiitaiives eml of thsmiloin •igii.i 
ed Uiite of e^^iUlitjr, to be nade up hjr 4ie thne 
<jbwm into wldob hu Umid^ 
peopla ' "VVithout waidiifrfiff i^ 
seiiB, er takiag any other nde bat hia oim pleaaare^ 
asd that of hk eotmoiUoM, Ae teo bmt Genaiik, 
BoMapirteiiaiiied sbEtysenatovs; dMsenalniu. 
nied an hisMbed tribunes, and thiee hundied kguk 
lators ; and Ana the whole becHee of theatato wane 
frUed up, by a ehoioe emanaiing ftom the eieeathre 
governmoit, inat^ of being veated, aoete or leaa 
diiecdy, in Ae people. 

In availuig himadtf of the privikgea whkh he had ■ 
uaoiped, the Firat Cmaul, aa we muat now call him, 
ahowed a moderaden as artfiilaa it waa ooaeiliatoiy. 
Hk elgeet waa to a:rmd Ae odioM of appealing to 
hold hk rank by hk nilitavy oharaeter only. He 
derired, on the contrary/ to aaaemUe round him m 
party, in which the psedomlDant diaracter itf indhi- ' 
dnak, whaierer it had hitherto been^ waa to be mer-^ 
ged in that of the new ityatem ; aa the statuary lihre^ . 
into the furnace broken ftagmenta of bionae of t^€kf 
▼aiioua deacription, without residing th^ immedi^ 
ale appearance or form, hia purpose being to unite 

VOL. IV. r 
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them by fomm^aBri beitow ttpan Urn masa tba iie«i 
ausp& which his art destbes it «o pnesnt. • 
^ With these Views^ Napokbh said to ^yea^ whm 
refmbaled the admiai&oii of Foiich6 iako office aiui 
powinry " We are creatbg a new era. Of: tite pM, we 
muat.foffget the bad, and only. remember the gQod« 
^ Tkse, habits of bouness, and experience^ hare form^* 
ed many aUe men, and. modified many ch^raoters.''; 
These words may be regarded as the jcey-note. oC hia 
whola system. B^cmaparte did nflt ei^e what men; 
had been fonnetly, so that they Were now diaposed 
to heeome that which was suitable for his interest^. 
and for trhkh he was wilUng to reward Aem liberally. 
The former conduct of persona of talent, whether in 
pcditica or morality, was of no consequence, providmg^ 
they were wilUng, now, fidthfuUy to fiucther and ad* i 
heie to the new order of things. Tins ptospcict of 
ipmunity. for the past, and reward for the future, , 
was angularly wdl calculated to act upc^n the public : 
nund, desirous as it waa of repose, and upon that of . 
in^yiduds, i^tated by so many hope9 and fears as ^ 
the Retolution had set afloat TheCpnstdargqiven:!*: > 
mclit seemed a gaieral i^ace of refuge and sapctuary 
to pemons of all various opinidns, and in all varioua , 
predicaments. It wis only required of them, in. re-*, 
tmn for the safety which it afforded, thftt they • 
should pi^ homage to the presiding deity. 
S^ arlftilly was the system of Buonaparte eontri- - 
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Ted) tint eaeh of theumtieyoutf eliiiM cf Ftiettehmeit 
found somediiiig m it congenial to his habits, his 
fi«ling^ or his areumstances, proiriding only he was 
wii&ig to sacrifice to it die ess^stial pan of his pdli« 
tical principles* To the Royalist, it irestimd mo« 
nairchieal %rms, a court and a soTereign«^bat he 
nrastadcnowledge that sorereign in Buonaparte. Ta 
the churchman, it opaied the gates of the templesi 
reinoved the tyranny of the persecuting philosophenr 
•^promised in course of time a natkmal (Anrdi<^-^t 
by 4lie altar must b^ placed the tfhage of Buonaparte* 
The Jacolnn, dyed ilouUe red in murder and mas* 
saere, vwns welcome to safety and security fiom the 
aristocratic vengeance which he had so lately dread*^ 
ed*' TheregicUe was guaranteed against the return 
of the Bourbons<*^Uey who'had profited by the 
Revolution as' purchasers of. naflonal domains, were 
kwured against their being resumed. ^ But it waa 
ander the implied eonditi<m, that not a word was to: 
he mentioned by those ci*devant democrats, of liber« 
ty or eqnaKty: the principles for which filatures' 
had heta nnide, and revolutioniiry tribunals erected^ 
were henceforth never to be named* To all tfiesi^ 
pariaes, as to others, Buoliaparte held out die same- 
hopes under the same oonditions«-^^ All these things 
will I give you, if you will kneel down and wotshifi^ 
n^/' Siortly afl^srwards^ he was enidbled to^^ place 
before tho^e to whom the choice was submitted, tho 
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^Af^ lanptation in ito full exieiil~a displty of 
Ihe kingdoms of the e«rtb» o^er wliicli he offisned to 
extend the emimre rf Fraaee, providing alwi^a he 
wiw himself ad^iawledged as the otgect of general 
obedience, and ahneat adoxatbn. 

The system of Buonaparte, as it oomUned gieat 
art with an apparent generosity and Ubeialhy, peo^ 
Ted eminently suecessfiil among the people of France,, 
when snlg^^ to fhe sembhmce of a popokr yole. 
The natknsl qpint^ was cxhansted fay the dbanges 
and the soffetings, the wars and the crimes, of so 
many years ; and in Tranie^, as in all other coun- 
tries, parties, exhausted by the exertions and yiassi- 
tudes of dyfl war, are in Hie rery situation where 
military Qrranny becomes the next cam. The ridi 
faToured Buonaparte for the sake of pnitection,*-«4he 
poorfor that of relief,->^the emigrants, in many cases, 
because they desired to reton to France,*-<i»ihe men of 
the Be^lntion, beeauae they were afiraid of being b^ 
nished fiom it |>^y4he Bangrtine and courageous crcwrd* 
ed round his standard in hope of ▼iotary,<p^1^ timid 
cowered bdhnsdit in thedfisire of safirty. Addtotfrnse 
the vast nmMtude who fellow the opinion of others, 
and idEC the rbid whidi lies most obyious, and is 
most troddta, and it is no wonder diet Ae ISfeh Bru- 
mabe, and its comequenees, received the genenl 
sanction of the people. The constitution of iSie year 
{Sight, or Consular Govemmeirt, was fujpiptoveA by 
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the mifiageeof nctrlyfonr mOlioDs of dtkenf,— a 
more general appiobatioii than any preceding Bystem 
had been received with. The yote was doubtless a 
fiuroe in itself, considering how many constitutions 
had been adopted and sworn to within so short a 
space ; but still the numbers who expressed assent, 
more than doubling those rotes which were obtained 
fay the constitution of 1792 and of the year Three, 
indicate the superior popularity of Buonaparte^s sys- 
tem. 

. To the four millions who expressly declared their 
adherence to the new Consular constitution, must be 
added the many hundreds of thousands and millions 
more, who were either totally indi£fisrent upon the 
6nm of gpvernment, proyiding they enjoyed peace 
and protection under it, or who, thoi]^h abstractly 
preferring other rulers, were pracdcally disposed to 
submit to the pai^ in possession of the power. 
, Such and so extended beuig the principles on 
which Buonaparte selected the members of his go- 
veaanettt, he manifested, in choosing individuals, 
that wonderful penetration, by whidi, more perhaps 
than any man who ever lived, he was enabled at once 
to discover the person most c9fMe of serving Urn, 
and the means of securing his attachment Former 
crimes or exxors made no cause of exdusion ; and in 
several cases the alliance between the First Consul 
and his ndaisters might have been compared to the 
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tti«RUige8 between the settlisra on the Spanith main* 
hmd, and the unhap|>y females, the refuse of great 
cities, sent out to recruit the colony.-*^^ I ask thee 
Dot,^ said the buccaneer to the wife he had selected 
from the cargo of vice, ^' what has been thy former 
conduct ; but, henceforth, see thou continue fiiithful 
to me, or this,^ striking his hand on his musket^ 
'< shall punish thy want of fidelity."" 

For second and third Consuls, Bifonaparte chose 
Cambaceres, a lawyer, and a member of the moderate 
party, with Lebrun, who had formerly co*operated 
with the Chancellor Maupsou. The former waa-em- 
ployed by the Chief Consul as his organ of comma* 
nication with the Revolutionists, while-Lebrun ren« 
dered him the same service with the Royal party ; and 
although, as Madame de Stael observes, they preach-* 
ed very different sennons on the same texts, yet they 
were botheminently successful in detaching from their 
original £iclions many of either dass, and uniting 
them with this third, or government pai^, which was 
thus composed of deserters from both. The last soon 
became so numerous, that Buonaparte was enabled to 
dispense with the bascukj or trimming system, by 
which alone his predecessors, the Directors, had been 
»abled to support their power. 

In the ministry, Buonaparte acted upon the same 
principle, selecting and making his own the me» 
whose talents w^e most distinguished, without lefer* 
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^cnce to tlieir fbrmer €oiiclucl. TW mUce psrtiou^ 
larly distiiigiushed, as men of the most emiaent 
iaiente, and extensiye ezpericnice. Th^se were Tat* 
leyrand aiid Fouch6. The former, noble by burtfa; 
and Bishop of Autun, notwithstandi^ his high nml 
in church and state, had been deeply ingaged in the 
Rerdtttion. He had been placed on the list of emi- 
grants, from which his name was erased on the^sti- 
Uishment <^the Directorial goyemment, under which 
he be6ame Minister of FordgnAfiairs. Hereidgned 
that office in the Summer preceding 18di Bnunaure^ 
•and Bdonaparte^ finding him at variance with 'the 
Directory, readily passed over sonie personal grounds 
of complaint which he had against him, and enlisted 
in his service a supple and dexterous politician, and 
an experienced minister ; foiill, it is sdid, of pleasure, 
not insensible to views of self-interest, nor too dosdy 
fettered by prbdple, but perhaps unequalled in in- 
genuity. Talkyrand was replaced in the situation <jf 
minister for foreign iffidrs, after a short interval, as- 
dgneil for the purpose of sud^ring ihe pdbKc tocfiii- 
get Us prominent sbare in the scandslous treaty With 
the Ameriam commissioners, andcontinued for alon|^ 
tract of time one of the closest sharers olBwaapaHi^ 
Councils. • ^ 

If the eharicter of Talleyrand hore no siMmg 
^tracet of pahlie virkie or .inflexible morality,. dial ^ 
Fdtteh4 was marked with stiH^darkev shades. fiEk 
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htd ba«B dipi wiome^f die W4>x8i tenuwetiQiii'Of th^ 
JU^ of Terror^ and bis nsme is fymd MtMDgthe 
agmtM of the dreadful <QnmeB of diat uidiappy pe- 
^Eied^ Ja Ae d«ya 4^ tfie I^eclOKy, he ia stated to 
ktm profit^ by the ivlivexaal pecuktiaii vhieb iraf^ 
Ihcn ^oactiaed^ and U> have aauMMed iaige aiiiaa fey 
jAmmi lA itottraelB aid larelc^^ 
ToMoiaefoif the imperfectiaiiatff iiehwca^Mr gtaii^ 
frith p^dy» r§m^tsf9 »i ipd^r^iiMB to hi«aii 
auSfriiigy Foodhft hee^sht Uk BujuiaparteV.aeaviee 
« devo^&ni^ Mter ia» to fail the Vm% Cgmsi im- 
lOia Ua fetniM dionld ha|^^ to ehaiige> and / 
l^axfeet eaperieace with all the weafwoa ef ie?ipli|- 
iHWtiqr ^ar, aod faiowle^ of tboae who wece hfat 
dde to widU iheio* . ^e had nwiuiged wder Ban^ 
•dninhtyatioii the depiMiaeBt 1^ p^ee ; aii^ 
iKMMfte of bia. agency* hed: beopme.hetter. lo^oaiated 
ptaAM^.thao any nan in i!wiee.with attthe vaiioQs 
piKlica in tbtt duiraeled cmmtfj, the pinnta whiefa 
thqr wcpEedeiiiiMittf iMiA^ Aewedeaby whidi 
4]|^ hei^to ittaivi Ae», :ti» e^^ 
.diiidiwl JeadefeB^ Md the aiei»a|o«aw them oireeer 
tobtunidatetben* iE'otimdablerbyhia eaiep^ 
bnewledgeef the lerehitioaei; epringih avtd.tfaie nd^ 
diesa with which he oould either put them into aif^ 
t^i4or present them iStom operatiiig» Foach^ hi ^ 
latter pact of his hfe, dwpkyed ft q^ 
^which came ia pUee of morality end beiievc^tefie. 
Loving weahh and power^ he was neither a man 
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add dmq^ Ataie wm no acmple in liis Jialom to 
widdidd Um fiEom beootnbg «& i^oit ia Ae gMH 
oiBMi iribick state polkj, vndor aa atUtniry go* 
ivnuiieiit, miMtoftaijnfKira, y#t lie bad « prudMi* 
tial aiid epnatitalianal aiMcaioii to nvtuHnmnrj eni, 
and via ttimysw«t toclyHMtafiaa his owti pitodf^ 
o(«ddoii» l9sagrk]g» that lis dU as Mide 1m^ 
pMriUywdUL IjiJuBwyaladoMialidtairibleiiffisft 
irf ]Mad4>£ tha ]Nilice, he had itAn ttaan^ of gfiotiog 

""of whieh he gained the fiill credit, while the hanii 
SHBstiMs ef vhkh he was the agents wcte set down 
to die neeemty o£ his ntiuitum* By adhering to 
these ^riAcij^es of medcnUioB, he estsMighed ftr 
hfaastlf at length a diaracfeer toUAy ineoasistant idtb 
tiuit beloaging to a metaiiber of die rereltttieiiary coaph 
sdltoe^ and memhlii^ Hdm tbu of a tiimd but wellr 
disposed eervant, who, in eseeatiBghismaBter^s oom^ 
nittulsy ie derfroas to midgato as aanch as powUe 
eflfoetaaindiiidiids. It is» upon the whole, no 
r, dttt aldMnq^ Sieyes odjjeoted to Foiu&6, 
fiNMn his wsKtof pemciple^ and Talleynuid was STerae 
to him froan jealonny, intoifetenoe, and peraenal ea- 
ndly, N^NilooQ dbose^ nevertheless, to letain in the 
oadUettdal situadon of ittiiiister of poMoe, dse ponmi 
by whein that fiacnidaUaoffioe had ^ 
on an eftetnal fbedng* 
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Of the otfier nditiiCen, it is not MoeMnry to ipeak 
mdetmL Canbbaeeiws ittained the lituAlion of Min 
iiistar of Justice^ for which he was well qualified^ 
m4 the celebrated maithematiciaii^ La Place, was 
pirefened to iJiat of t;he Intericr, for which he was 
not^ acootdiBg to Bttonapaxte*s report, qualified at 
all. Bcrthier^as we have already, seen, filled the mis 
department, and shortly afterwards Camot; |Hid,GiMit 
dm administered the finances idth credit to himself. 
Forfidt, a naval architect of eminenee,. replaeed 
Bourdon in the helpless and hopeless depwtminfc of 
the French Admiralty^ ./ 

- A new constitution having been thus fimned, and 
the various bitancheil of duty distributed with mudi 
address among those best capslde of disdmging 
them, ether changes were at the same time madc^ 
which were designed to mark that a new era. was 
commenced, in which idl fi>rmer prcgudioes were to'be 
abandoned and done away. 

We have noticed 'that one of the first aet« of the 
FroviiHonal Govenunent had been to newonodify the 
national oath, and generalise its terms, so that they 
^diould be no longer confined to the oonstitutien of the 
year Three, but diould apply to that whi^ was about 
to be firamed, or to any other which might, be pash 
^uoed by the same authority. Two subsequent 
'altemtions in the etmstitutisB, whidL passed with^ 
much notice, so much was the levolotiffniiry kxc tfh 
publican spirit abated, tended to show that farther 
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ehMgiM i^vro invpendittg, ttiMl tlM tke CMsiilar tl^ 
piUie ^ifl speedQy to adupc tlie Btm<e, as it i|lm% 
liad the essence, of a monibivhy. It was scatee tkree 
months since tibe President of the DirectOTy had s«d 
to the people, oil> the aumTersary of the taknig of 
the Bastiile,r-i*<< Royalty shall never mse ita head 
agam. ■ We shall no more behold imliTidaala boast- 
hig a title from Heaven, to oppress the earth with 
more ease and security, and who coniid«red Fxaaee 
aslheb private patrimtmyj Frenchmen aa their anb^ 
jects, and^ the laws as the expression of their good 
will 4md ideasore.'^ Yet now, in contradiction to 
AisaoiindingdechmKation, the iaatioiial oath, expveas* 
iag hatred to royalty, was anniiUed, under the pse^ 
text that the Republic, bc3ng universally .admow* 
lodged, had no bccarion ftr thegiUurd of such disda-* 



In like manner, the public observance of die day 
on which Louis XVI. had snflered decapitalion, wis 
formally abolished. Buonaparte, dedinbg to pass a 
judgment on the action as just, politic, or useful^ 
{mmounced that, in any events it oould only be re* 
gaided as a national calamity, and was therefore in a 
moral, as well as a political senses an unfit epoch for 
festive celebration. An expression of the First Consul 
to Sieyes was also current at Ac same time, which, 
akhougb Buonaparte miqr not have used it, has been 
generally supposed to express his sentiments. Siey^ 
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Itfd wgtkm of homm imicr the aitiMiilMJl pbvaM of 
tk» Tyrwt ^^ He wm no ^focanlv^ Bwaapavte so^ 
|tt0d; ^'hadkobMiMdiftldioiddhttfebeenafttk 
AonH'ofiMT of onai49y, «idyoii» MoliMiir VAiabb^ 
inwUlioirofaeimii^itykigittM.^ , 
. A tUrd Mgn of appioicluiig dmngoy « 
Am$pjftemMogwlnA to Ae McteH qrMem of go^ 
tmummi iiodfir a diffcwnt Ak^ ms A* iMdovil of 
Aft JEIM CoBMul fiom ^ iqp«rt«ma 
bowg Pdaoot oooofiel liy ilbe IXiooton^ to &e Boyal 
mideBBoof theTiiilkrieg. Madame do 6«oel bo* 
Ud dM^OBtniioo of thtt fiurtaiUto M^^ 
psncdy fotidttioe of Ifce BonribofeMi. Utd mm A 
wmdj sunoitfided Iqr « vmmI e«owd» oBgw to pay 
him tlie honq^ WUoh the isfaaUtoadtB of th«K 
tpkoffid haBa had so long oUuBed as dueir dm, 
that it seemed to be coiudstent with the plase, and 
to boconde ihe right of tfaia new hihabitaat. The 
doan woe thmrtrn open lAik a bustk and riakMe, 
eipicfniTe of the inq^ortanoe of the ocoaiioB* Bnt 
die hero of Hat ooene^ in aaoending tiio nuignififont 
etairauie^ ujl whidi a A»ng of ooaxtieto feUowiod 
hun, aeemed totally indiffinnnt toali moubi^ hisfia. 
toNo bcMJng only a genetaLeDqweanen lif indiffia^^ 
to ofeatB, and ocmtcmpt tar mankind. 

The fint measoiea of Bnonapnto's now gomrn- 
mttit^ and die expectation attaehed to hia name, had 
abend^ g<nie some length in restoring dmnestic 
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be ikne to nmdm that ^pdbt permttieut; Aat Ae 
^itOBuil vahCioDs of Fiaitte with Eiupope miwt be 
minded io loduntdeUy; and dat the Freneh iK- 
pectedrfimn him eidwr tkm eimdxmm of «& henedir* 
dbiepeaeey or the teetoied on of yiolepf t» ther na- 
lifliud baMMEp. ttwasaemtsaiy, too, that adfaneee 
towaedft peaee AedUhidie finrt pjiace be nade, 'fai 
ofdaiv if diof WM vnsMcenfU^ that a nadi^ 
diaidd be axciied, whieh might leeoncile die Fietteh 
lo the leaeival of the war with freth Mia»gy; 

Hith^rto^ indipkniacyy it had been luraal td eound 
tibe way fit opeaiag treaties of peace I7 obeettve 
aad dflioet muMxmdked agents, in etder Aat the 
party wiUiiig to mdce pvopoMlionsflii^biiiot subje^ 
dMDMifee to a hM#iiy wd iBsukiiq; answer, or 
have their dente of peaeomt(»rpreted as a eoBftaden 
of weakness. Baom^iarte went into the opporiteex- 
trene, and addrel^sed the King of England in a pta^ 
mmX epistk. IMs letter, like Aat to the Axth^ 
dnioe Chalks, durii^ Ae campaign of 179T^ iali-> 
mmes Bttonaparte^s affiwtatipn of superiority to Ae 
usual forms of dipfemacy, and his pretence to a c^ 
raeter determined to emancipate itsdf from rules 
only dengned fer mere ordinary men. But the man* 
ner of Ae address was in bad taste, and ill calculated 
to obtain credit for his bebg sincere in the proposal 
of peace. He was bound to know so mueh of the 



Digitized 



by Google 



288 ' Lif^oT 

coiMiitaCMbfll atftlnifty vf the UKHHuceb^vhoRa h$ 
adUiMod; is to be aware >tllat Gebige IIL wouM 
not, and could not^ contiraet any treaty penonattyy^ 
btti muflt act by tbe adnce of those ndnisiem whottr 
reqpoflyBlbility^iras faifl guafiutee to &e nation at> 
large. ThetemiB of the letter net forth, as uinal, Ae: 
bkanngs of peace, and urged the propriety of its; 
being restored ; propositions vhich could not admir 
of dispute in die abstract, but which admit mueh> 
dfoeuiB0iDn when coupled with unieaseiiahfeor inad*^ 
misflible conditioi^ • t 

' The answer transtmtied by Lord Orcnville, in the 
fipnns.df di]domacy, to Uie Minister for Fdreign A£i 
fitftoBy' dwdt on the aggressions of France, declaMh 
that the restoilMion of the Bourboiu would haiw been- 
the best security for their smcerity,-but disayowsd^ 
d[l right to dictate to FraniSe in her intemul ooneems/* 
Some advances were Aiade to a pacific treaty; audita 
is psobsUe thut Engbmd m%;ht at that period havet 
obtained the same or belter fentis.than she sfter^- 
wteAi got by the tMity of Amiens. Itmaybeadd^ 
ed, that the' moderate jlrinciples ^pressed by thee 
CottsidargOYenunetit,' might, in the infimcy of his 
powsts and in a moment of considerable doubt, haye . 
induced Buonaparte to make sacrifices, to which, tri^ > 
umphant and esUblished, ho would not candiBscend. 
But the possession of Egypt, wfaich Btt<»iapirte 
mu9t have insisted oni were it only for his own rtf* ^ 
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piHi^M) was likely to be an inwipefaUe daHcalip 
The oonjttiictuxe alsa appeared to die Engliab mi^* 
iibt^s propNioiis for eanying on the war. Italy had 
lieea recoTeied, and the AostiiaB amy, to the niutU 
ber of lHOfiOOy were menacing Savoy, and mustor^ 
ii^ on the Kune. Buonaparte, m the check recei* 
ved befoxe Acre, had been fonnd not dbsdlntely in^ 
vmdble. The exploits of Suwaxrow oyer )the;Fr»»ch 
. were recent, and had been ded«Te. The state' of 
the inteiior of France was well known; and it was 
cottoeiYedy that though this suotiessfiil Gisneral had 
dtunbed intd the seat of supreme power whidi he 
found uaoccupied, yet that two stong parties^ of 
which the.Boyalists olgecfed to his person^ the Be- 
pttUtcans to his form of goveriunent, could not faiU 
the one or i»ther, to deprive him of his influence. > 
The toeiaty was fina% broken off, cm the score thai, 
there was [great reason to doubt j^onaparte^s Bmee*» 
rity ; and, supposing ifhat were granted, thei^ was at^ 
least equal room to doubt the stability of a power so 
hastily adknowledged, and seesEiing to contain in it-^ 
self . <be principles of decay. There may be a diffinr^ 
enoe of opinion in regard to Buonaparte^it sincerity ^ 
in the negotiatidn, but there can be none as to the 
reality of his joy at its being defeated. The voice: 
which summoned him to war was that which sound- 
ed sweetest in his ears, ance it was always fidlowed 
by exertion and by victory. He had been personally. 
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{jffemdody too, by the allnsioh lo the I^tiaiateii|^ 
of di^ Bourbcms, and iadtilged hu refl c al M c n t hj 
pasquinades in the Mmiiteinr* A suppowd letter 
fmn diekstdeeoendantof the Stiuart f amUy qppear; 
e3 there, oengntidating the King of Bxilafai on hii 
aooeding to the doctrine of Icgilimaqr^ and aummeft^ 
ing him to make good hta prineiples, 1^ an abdiea- 
tieii of his Grown in fivronr df Ae liiieal heir. 

The extenud sitnatmn ef Franoe had, as we befiite 
vemarlced, been eonsidefaUy improTed by the oenae* 
qnenoes of the battle of Zurich, and the vieteriea ef 
Moieau. But the Repablie derived yet fpeuksx ad« 
▼entires' from the breach between the Enqpeiem of 
Austria and Russia. Paul, naturally of an uiiMrtHiit 
t^nper, and <tfimded by the management of the last 
campaign, m which Eorsakow had been defeated, 
and Snwinow cheeked, in conse^enee of their be- 
ing imsupported by the Austrian army, had with- 
dvawn his tvoqps, so distinguished for their own fanu 
Tory as well as for the talents of their leader, froas 
the eeat of war. But the Austriana, possessing a 
firmness of character undismayed bj defeat, and en- 
coiin^ged by the late success of their arms under 
the Teheran Melas, had made such gigantic exertions 
as to counterbalance the loss of their Russian cbn^ 
federates. 

Thrir principal force was in Italy, mid it was on 
the Itdian iiMtier that they meditated a gmnd efbrt. 
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by wh]di» lupported bjr Ae British fleet, they pia<. 
posed to zaduce Genoa, and penetrate across the Var 
mto Provence, where existed a strong body of Roy-^ 
alists ready to take arms, under the command of Ge-. 
neial Willot, an emigrant officer. It was said die 
celebrated Pichegru, who, escaped Gnm Guiana, had 
taken refuge in England, was also with this army, 
and was proposed as a chief leader of the expected 
inannreetion. 

To execute this pkm, Melas was placed at the 
head of an army of 140,000 men. This army was 
quartered for the winter in the plains of Piedmont, 
and waited but the approach of spring to commence 
operations. 

Opposed to them, and occupying the country 
betwixt Genoa and the Var, lay a French army of 
40,000 men ; the relics of those who had been re- 
peatedly defeated in Italy by Suwarrow. They were 
quartered in a poor country, and the English squa- 
dron, which blockaded the coast, was vigilant in pre- 
venting any supplies &om being sent to them. Dis- 
tress was therefore considerable, and the troops were 
in prop(»rtion dispirited and disorganized. Whole 
corps abandoned their position, contrary to orders ; 
and with drums beating, and colours flying, returned 
into France. A proclamation from Napoleon was 
almost al(me sufiident to remedy these disorders. He 
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'called on the soldiers, and particularly those corps 
who had formerly distinguished themselves under his 
command in his Italian campaigns, to remember the 
confidence he had once placed in them. The scat- 
tered troops returned to their duty, as war-horses 
when dispersed are said to rally and form ranks at 
the mere sound of the trumpet. Massena, an officer 
eminent for his acquaintance with the mode of car- 
rying on war in a mountainous country, full of passes 
and strong positions, was intrusted with the com- 
mand of the Italian army, which Buonaparte resol- 
yed to support in person with the army of reserve. 

The French army upon the Rhine possessed as 
great a superiority over the Austrians, as Melas, on 
the Italian frontier, enjoyed over Massena. Moreau 
was placed in the command of a large army, aug-^ 
mented by a strong detachment from that of General 
Brune, now no longer necessary for the protection of 
Holland, and by the army of Helvetia, which, after 
the defeat of Korsakow, was not farther required for 
the defence of Switzerland. In bestowing this great 
charge on Moreau, the First Consul showed himself 
superior to the jealousy which might have dissuaded 
meaner minds from intrusting a rival, whose militaiy 
skill was often compared with his own, with such an 
opportunity of distinguishing himself. But Buona- 
parte, in this and other cases, preferred the employ-* 
ing and profiting l^y the public service of m^i of 
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talents, and especially men of military eminence, to 
any risk which he could run from their rivalry. He 
had the just confidence in his own powers, never to 
doubt his supremacy, and trusted to the influence of 
discipline, and the love of their profession, which in- 
duces generals to accept of command even under 
administrations of which they disapprove. In this 
manner he rendered dependant upon himself even 
those officers, who, averse to the Consular form of 
government, inclined to republican principles. Such 
were MassenU, Brune, Jourdan, Lecourbe, and 
Championnet. He took care at the same time^ by 
changing the commands intrusted to them, to break 
off all combinations or connexions which they might 
have formed for a new alteration of the government. 
General Moreau was much superior in numbers to 
Kray, the Austrian who commanded on the Rhine, 
and received orders to resume the offensive. He was 
cautious in his tactics, though a most excellent officer, 
and was starded at the plan sent him by Buonaparte, 
which directed him to cross the Rhine at Schaff hau- 
sen, and, marching onUlm with his whole force, place 
himself in the rear of the greater part of the Austrian 
army. This was one of those schemes, fraught with 
great victories or great reverses, which Buonaparte 
delighted to form, and which often requiring much 
sacrifice of men, occasioned his being called by those 
who loved him not, a general at the rate of ten 
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thouMod men pet day. Such ^terprises reBeraUe 
desperate passes in fimdng, and must be executed 
with the same decisive resolution with which they are 
formed. Few even of Buonaparte's best generals 
could be trusted with the execution of his master- 
strokes in tactics* unless under his own immediate 
superintendence. 

Moreau invaded Germany on a more modified 
plan ; and a series of marches, counter-marches, and 
desperate battles enstied, in which General Kray, 
admirably supported by the Archduke Ferdinand, 
made a gallant defaice against superior numbers. 

In Buonaparte's- account of this campaign he 
blames Moreau for hesitation and timidity in fol- 
lowing up the advantages which he obtained. Yet 
to a less severe, perhaps to a more impartial judge, 
Moreau's success might seem satisfactory, since, 
crossing the Rhine in the end of April, he had his 
head-quarters at Augsburg upon the l£th July, 
ready either to co-operate with the Italian army, or to 
march into the heart of the Austrian territory. Nor 
can it be denied that, during this whole campaign^ 
Moreau kept in view, as a principal object, the.pro- 
tecting the operations of Buonaparte in Italy, and 
saving that chief, in his dauntless and desperate iur 
vasion of the Milanese territory, from the danger 
which might have ensued, had Eray found an oppor- 
tunity of openbg a communication with the Austrian 
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•rmy in Italy, and dispatching troops to its lup^ 
port. 

It may be remarked of these two great generals, 
that, as enterprise was the characteristic of Buona^ 
psrte's movements, prudence was that of Moreau's ; 
«id it is not unusual, even when there occur no 
other motives for rivals undervaluing each other, 
diat die enterprising judge the prudent to be timid, 
and the prudent account the enterprising rash. 

It is not ours to decide upon professional ques- 
tions between men of such superior talents ; and, 
having bardy alluded to the topic, we leave Moreau 
at Augsburg, where he finally concluded an armi- 
stice with General Kray, as a consequence of that 
which Buonaparte had established in Italy after the 
battle of Marengo. Thus much, therefore, is due in 
justice to Moreau. His campaign was, on the whole, 
crowned in its results with distinguished success* 
And when it is considered, that he was to manoeuvre 
both with reference to the safety of the First Consults 
operations and his own, it may be doubted whether 
Buonaparte would, at the time, have thanked him 
(or venturing on more hazardous measures ; the re- 
sult of which might have been either to obtain more 
brilliant victory for the army of the Rhine, in the 
event of success, or, should they have miscarried, to 
have ensured the ruin of the army of Italy, as well as 
of that commanded by Moreau himself. There must 
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have been a wide difierrace between the part which 
Moreau ought to act as subsidiary to Buonaparte, (to 
whom it will presently be seen he dispatched a rein- 
forcement of from fifteen to twenty thousand men,) 
and that which Buonaparte, in obedience to his da- 
ring genius, might have himself thought it right to 
perform. The Commander-in-chief may venture 
much ^ on his own responsibility, which must not be 
hazarded by a subordinate general, whose motions 
ought to be regulated upon the general plan of the 
campaign. 

We return to the operations of Napoleon during 
one of the most impoitant campaigns of his Hfe, and 
in which hp added — if that were still possible—to 
the high military reputation he had acquired. 

In committing the charge of the campaign upon 
the Rhine to Moreau, the First Consul had reserved 
for himself the task of bringing back victory to the 
French standards, on the fi.^lds in which he won bis 
earliest laurels. His plan of victory again included 
a passage of the Alps^ as boldly and tmexpect- 
edly as in 1795, but in a different direction. That 
earlier period had this resemblance to the present, 
that, on both occasions, the Austrians menaced 
Grenoa ; but in 1800, it was only from^ the Italian 
frontier and the Col de Tentle, whereas, in 1795, 
the enemy were in possession of the mountains of Sa- 
voy, above Genoa. Switzerland too, formerly neutral, 
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and allowing no paisage for amies, was now as open 
to the maich of French troops as any of their own 
provinces, and of this Baonaparte determined to ayul 
himself. He was aware of the Austrian plan of ta* 
king Grenoa and entering Provence ; and he fiwmed 
the daring resolution to put himself at the head of 
the army of reserve, surmount the line of the Alps, 
even where they are most difficult of access, and^ de- 
scending into Italy, place himself in the rear of the 
Austrian anny, interrupt thor communications, car- 
ry off thdr magassines, parks, and hospitals, coop 
them up betwixt his own army and that of Massena, 
which was in their front, and compel them to battle, 
in a situation where defeat must be destruction. But 
to accomplish this daring movement, it yma necessary 
to march a whole army over the highest chain of 
mountains in Europe, by roads which afford but a 
dangerous passage to the solitary traveller, and 
through passes where one man can do more to de- 
fend, than ten to force their way. Artillery was to 
be carried through sheep* paths and over precipices 
impracticable to wheel carriages; ammunition and 
baggage were to be transported at the same disadvan- 
tages ; and provisions were to be conveyed through 
a country poor in itself, and inhabited by a nation 
which had every cause to be hostile to France, and 
might therefore be expected prompt to avail them- 
selves of any opportunity which should occur of re- 
venging themselves for her late aggressions. 
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The ttrietesl aeevecjr wat ntoeautjf to piocwe 
cfcn the opportunity of sttemptmg this andacbin 
plan of operationfi ; and to enfiiuo this seerecyy Buo- 
naparte had recourse to a smgular mode of deceiving 
die enemy* It was made as public as posdble, bf 
erders> decrees^ proclamations, and the lihe> that ike 
First Consul was to jdace himself at the head of the 
aimy of reserre, and that it was to assemble at £&• 
jon. Accordingly, a numerous staff was sent to 
Aat pbice, and much apparent bustle took place in 
assembUng tax or seven thousand men there, wiA 
great pomp and fracas. These, as the spies of Aus- 
tria truly reported to their employers, were either 
conscripts, or veterans unfit for service ; and carica- 
tures were published of the First Consul reviewing 
troops composed of children and disabled soldiers, 
which was ironically termed his army of reserve 
When an army so composed was reviewed by the 
First Consul himself with great ceremony, it im- 
pressed a general belief ihat Buonaparte was only 
endeavouring, by making a show of force, to divert 
the Austrians from thdr design upon Genoa, and 
thus his real purpose was effectually concealed. 
Bulletins, too, were privately circulated by the agents 
of police, as if scattered by the Royalists, in which 
specious aigumeiits were used to prove that the 
French army of reserve neither did, nor could exist 
•^--and these also were designed to withdraw atira- 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 24$ 

tion from the Tarioto points^on which it was at the 
▼ery moment collectbg. 

The pacification of the west of France had placed 
many good troops at Buonaparte^s disposal, which 
had previously been engaged against the Chouans; 
the quiet state of Paris pdmitted several regiments 
to be detached from the capital. New levies were 
made with the utmost celerity ; and the divisions of 
the army of reserve were oiganised separately, and 
at different places of raidezvous, but ^eady to fbrm 
a junction, when they should receive the signal for 
commencing operations. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

The Chief Onuulleaves Paris on 6th May ISOO^Has an In* 
terview with Neckar at Geneva on Sth — Arrives at Lausanne 
on the 13th — Various Corps put in motion to cross the Alps* 
-^Napoieon, at the head ofths Main Army, marches on the 
. ISth, and ascends Mont St Bemard-^DijgficuUies qf the 
march surmounted. — On the I6th, the Van^guard takes pos^ 
session of Aosta.-^Fortress and Town of Bard threaten to 
baffle the whok Plan — The Town is capltured—andNa^poleon 
contrives to send his Artillery through it, under the fire of 
the Fort, his Infantry and Cavalry passing over theAlbaredo. 
— Lannes carries Ivrea. — Ilecapitulation,'''»Operations of 
the Austrian General Melas'^At ^ commencement of the 
Campaign Melas advances towards Genoa—Many Actions 
betwixt himand Massena.^^In March, Lord Keith blockades 
Genoa-'-^Melas compelled to retreat from Gemoa^Enters 
Niee-^RecaUed from thence by the news of Napoleon's ha* 
ving crossed Mont St Bernard— Genoa surrenders— Buo^ 
naparte enters Mikm— Battle ofMontdfello, and Victory of 
the Frenchr—The Chief Consul is joined by ^Dessaix on the 
nth June.'-Great Battle of Marengo on the lUh, and 
complete Victory if ^ French — Death of Dessaix — Capi-^ 
tukUion on the ISth, by which Genoa, 6^., are yielded to the 
French. — Napoleon returns to Paris on the 2d July, and is 
received with all the acclamations duetoagreat Conqueror. 

On the 6tli of May 1800, seeking to renew the 
fortunes of France, now united with his own, the 
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Chief ConstQ Icfk Paris, and, having reviewed the 
pretended army of reserve at Dijon on the 7th, ar- 
rived on ther 8th at Geneva. Here he had an inter- 
view with the celebrated financier Nefckar. There 
was always doomed to be some misunderstanding 
between Buonaparte and this accomplished family. 
Madame de Stael believed that Buonaparte spoke to 
her father with confidence on his future prospects ; 
while the First Consul affirms that Neckar' seemed 
to expect to be intrusted with the management of the 
French finances, and that they parted with mutual 
indifference, if not dislike. Napoleon had a more 
interesting conversation with General Marescot, dis- 
patched to survey Mont Bernard, and who bad, with 
great difficulty, ascended as far as the convent of the 
Chartreux. <^ Is the route practicable ?^ said Buo- 
naparte. — " It is barely possible to pass,** replied 
the engineer.— -^^ Let us set forward then,^ said 
Napoleon, and the extraordinary march was com- 
menced. 

On the ISth, arriving at Lausanne, Buonaparte 
joined the van of his real army of reserve, which con- 
sisted of six effective regiments, commanded by the 
celebrated Laimes. These corps, together with the 
rest of the troops intended for the expedition, had 
been assembled from their several positions by forced 
marches. Camot, the minister at war, attended the 
First Consul at Lausanne, to report to him that 
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l$fiOOf er from that to the number of 130,000 men, 
detadied from Moiesu^s army,, were in the act of de- 
scending on Italy by St Gt)thard, in order to form 
the left wing of his army. . The whole army, in its va- 
rious divisions, was now united under the command 
€f Berthier nominally, as Cfeneral-in-chief, though 
in reality under that of the First Consul himsd£ 
This was in compliance with a regulation of the Con- 
stitution, which raidered it inconsistent for the First 
Consul to command in person. It was a form which 
Buonaparte at present evaded, and afterwards laid 
aside ; thinking truly, that the name, as wdl as office 
of Generalissimo, was most fittingly vested in his own 
person, since, though it might not be the loftiest of 
his titles, it was that which best expressed his power. 
The asrmy might amount to 60,000 men, but one- 
thiid of the number were conscripts. 

During the interval between the 15th and 18th 
of May, all the columns of the French army were 
put into motion to cross the Alps. Tureau, at the 
head of 5000 men, directed his march by Mount Ce- 
nis, on E^^illes and Susa. A similar division, com- 
manded by Chahran, took the route of the Little St 
Bernard. Buonaparte himself, on the 15th, at the 
head of the main body of his army, consisting of 
30,000 men and upwards, masched from Lausanne 
to the little village called St Pierre, at which point 
there ended everything resemblii^ a practicable road* 
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An immense, and apparently baceesdble mountain^ 
reared its head among general desolation and eternal 
frost ; while precipices, glaciers, ravines, and abound-* 
less extent of fiutbless snows, which the slightest con- 
cussion of the air converts into avalanches capable of 
burying armies in their descent, appeared to forbid 
access to all living things but the chamois, and his 
scarce less wild pursuer. Yet foot by foot, and man 
by man, did the French soldiers proceed to ascend 
this formidable barrier, which Nature had erected in 
vain to limit human ambition. The view of the val- 
ley, emphatically called *^ of Desolation,^ where no- 
thing is to be seen but snow and sky, had no tenoars 
for the First Consul and his army. They advanced 
up paths hitherto only practised by hunters, or here 
and there a hardy pedestrian, the infantry loaded 
with their arms, and in full military equipment, the 
cavalry leading their horses. The musical bands 
played from time to time at the head of the regi- 
ments, and, in places of unusual difficulty, the drums 
beat a charge, as if to encourage the soldiers to en- 
counter the opposidon of Nature herself. The ar- 
tillery, without which they could not have done ser^ 
vice, were deposited in trunks of trees hollowed out 
for the purpose. Each was dragged by a hundred 
men, and the troops, making it a point of honour 
to brmg forward their gnns, accomplished this se- 
vere duty, not with cheerftdness only, but with en 
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tbuftiasm. The carriages were taken to pieces, and 
harnessed on the backs of mules, or committed to the 
soldiers, who relieved each other in the task of bear* 
bg them with levers ; and the ammunition was trans- 
ported in the same manner. While one half of the 
iroldiers were thus engaged, the others were obliged 
to carry the muskets, cartridge-boxes, knapsacks, 
and provisions of their comrades, as well as their 
own. Each man, so loaded, was calculated to carry 
from sixty to seventy pounds weight, up icy preci- 
pices, where a man totally without encumbrance could 
ascend but slowly. Probably no troops save the 
French could have endured the fatigue of such a 
march ; and no other general than Buonaparte would 
have ventured to require it at their hand. 

He set out a considerable time after the march had 
begun, alone, excepting his guide. He is described 
by the Swiss peasant who attended him in that capa- 
city, as wearing his usual simple dress, a grey sur- 
tout, and three-cornered hat. He travelled in silence, 
save^a few short and hasty questions about the coun- 
try, addressed to his guide from time to time. When 
these were answered, he relapsed into silence. There 
was a gloom on his brow, corresponding with the 
weather, which was wet and dismaL His counte- 
nance had acquired, during his Eastern campaigns, 
a swart complexion, which added to his natural severe 
gravity, and the Swiss peasant who guided him felt 
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fear as he looked on him.* Occasionally his route was 
stopt by some temporary obstacle occasioned by a 
halt in the artillery or baggage ; his commands on 
such occasions were peremptorily given, and instant- 
ly obeyed, his very look seeming enough to silence 
all objection, and remove every difficulty. 

The army now arrived at that singular convent, 
where, with courage equal to their own, but flowing 
from a much higher source, the monks of St Bernard 
have fixed their dwellings among the everlasting 
snows, that they may afford succour and hospitality 
to the forlorn travellers in those dreadful wastes. Hi- 
therto the soldiers had had no refreshment, save when 
they dipt a morsel of biscuit amongst the snow. The 
good fathers of the convent, who possess consider- 
able magazines of provisions, distributed bread and 
cheese, and a cup of wine, to each soldier as he pass- 
ed, which was more acceptable in their situation. 



• Apparently the guide who conducted him from the Grand Char- 
treux found the Chief Consul in better humour, for Buonaparte said 
he conversed freely with hun, and expressed some wishes with respect 
to a little farm, &c which he was able .to gratify. To his guide 
from Martigny to St Pierre, he was also liberal ; but the only spe- 
cimen of his conversatioR which the latter remembered, was, when, 
shaking the ram-water from his hat, he exclaimed — ^^ There, see 
what I have done in your mountains — spoiled my new hat. Pshaw, 
I will find another on the other side." See, for these and other in- 
teresting anecdotes, Mr Tennent's Tour through the Netherlands 
Holland^ Germany ^ Switzerland, &c. 
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thMi, Bcooiding to one ^ho shiured thdir fat%ues»^ 
would have been the gold of Mexico. 

The descent on the other side of Mont St Bernard 
was as difficult to the infantry as the ascent had been, 
and still more so to the cavahry. It was, however, 90- 
complished. without any material loss, and the army 
took up their quarters for the night, after having 
marched fourteen French leagues. The next morn- 
ing, 16th May, the vanguard took possession of Aos« 
ta, a village of Piedmont, from which extends the 
valley of the same name, watered by the river Dorea, 
a country pleasant m itself, but rendered delightful 
by its ccmtrast with the horrors which had been left 
behind. 

Thus was achieved the celebrated passage of 
Mont St Bernard, on the particulars of which we have 
dwelt the more willingly, because, although a miU- 
tfiity operation of importance, they do not involve 
the unwearied details of human slaughter, to which 
our narrative must now return. . 

Where the opposition of Nature to Napoleon^s 
inarch appeared to cease, that of man commenced. A 
body of Austrians at Chatillon were overpowered and 
defeated by Lannes ; but the strong fortress of Bard 
offered more serious opposition. This little citadel is 
situated upon an almost perpendicular rock, rising 



* Joseph Petit» Fourrier de« grenadiers de la garde, author of Ma. 
rengo, ou Campagne d*ItaUe, 8vo. an. ix. 
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out Iff the met Ddrea^ at a place irhere the raSey of 
Aosta is rendered so very narrow by the approach of 
two mountains to each other, that the fort and wall- 
ed town of Bard entirely close up the entrance. This 
formidable obstacle threatened for the moment to shut 
up the French in a valley, where their means of sub« 
sistence must have been speedily exhausted. Gene* 
ral Lannes made a desperate effort to carry the fort 
by assault ; but the advanced guard of the attacking 
party were destroyed by stones, musketry, and hand- 
grenades, and the attempt was relinquished. 

Buonaparte in person went now to reconnoitre, 
and for that purpose. ascended a huge rock called 
Albaredo, being a precipice on the side of one of the 
mountains which form the pass, from the summit of 
which he could look down into the town, and into the 
fortress. He detected a possibility oftaking the town 
by storm, though he judged the fort was too strong to 
be obtaiiied by a coup»de*mai]i. The town was accord- 
mgly carried by escalade ; but the French who ob- 
tained possessbn of it had litCle cover from the artil- 
lery of the fort, which fired furiouidy on the houses 
where they endeavoured to shelter themselves, and 
which the Austrians might have entirely demolished 
but for respect to the inhabitants. Meanwhile, Buo- 
naparte availed himsdf of the diversion to convey 
a great part of his army m single files, horse as well 
as fi>pt, by a precarious path formed by the pioneers 
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over Ae tremendous Albaredo, and so down cm the 
other 8ide» in this manner avoiding the eannon of 
Fort Bard. 

Sdll a most important difficulty remained. It was 
impossible, at least without great loss of time, to carry 
the French artillery over the Albaredo, while, with* 
out artillery, it was impossible to move against the 
Austrians, and evoy hope of the campaign most be 
given up. 

In the meantime, the astoniahed commandant of 
•the fort, to whom the appantion of this large anny 
was like enchantment, dispatdied messenger after 
messenger to warn Mclas, then opposed to Sucbet, 
that a French army of 90,000 men and upwards,, 
descending from the Alps by ways hitherto deemed: 
impracticable for military movemaits, had occupied 
the valley of Aosta, and weie endeavouring to de- 
bouchebyapathofstepscutintheAIbaaedo. But 
he pledged himsdf to his cemmander-in-due^ that 
not a single gun or ammuniUon-wag^n should pasa 
tknogfa the town ; and as it was impossible to drag 
diese along the Albavedo^ he eonduded, that, being 
widiout his artillery, Buonaparte would not reaattae 
to descend into the plain. 

But while the commandant of Bard thus argued, 
he was mistaken in his premises, though r^lit m his 
mftrenoe. The artiUtoy of the French army had 
abeady passed through the town of Bard, and under 
the guns of the citadel, without bdng discovered' to 
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have done so. This important manoeuvre was ac- 
complished by previously laying the street with dung 
and earth, over which the pieces of cannon, conceal- 
ed under straw and branches of trees^ were dragged 
by men in profound silence. The garrison, though' 
they did not suspect what was going on, fired never* 
theless occasionally upon some vague suspidon, and' 
killed and wounded artillerymen in sufficient numbibr 
to show it would have been impossible to pass undeir 
a severe and sustahied discharge firom the ramparts. 
It seems singular that the commandant had kept up 
no intelligence with the ioim. Any signal previously 
agreed upon— a light shown in a window, for etam^ 
pie — ^would have detected such a stratagem. 

A division of conscripts, under General Chabl!ttn, 
was left to reduce Fort Bard, which oontinuied te 
hold out, until, at the expense of greiit labour, b^tte*- 
ries were established on the top of the Albaredo, by 
which it was commanded, and a heavy gun placed 
on the steeple of the church, when it was compelled 
to surrender. It is not fihoitless to observe, that the 
resistance of this ftmali place, which had been over-^ 
looked or miderValtied in the plan of the campli%iii 
was very nearly rendering the march over Mottt St 
Bernard worse than useless, and might have ooca- 
sioned the destruetidn of all the Chief ConsuFs anfty . 
So little are even the most distinguished generals 
aUe to caleukte with certahtlgr uffon all the chanced 
of war. 
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From this dangerous pass, the vanguard of Buo- 
naparte now advanced down the valley to Ivrea, 
where Lannes carried the town by storm, and a second 
time combated and defeated the Austrian division 
which had defended it, when reinforced and situated 
on a strong position at Romano. The roads to Turin 
and Milan were now alike open to Buonaparte — ^he 
had only to decide which he chose to take. Mean- 
while he made a halt of four days at Ivrea, to rew 
fresh the troops aftor their fatigues, and to prepare 
them for future enterprizes. 

During this space, the other columns of his army 
were advancbg to form a junction with that of the 
main body, according to the plan of the campaign. Tu- 
reau, who had passed the Alps by the route of Mont 
Cenis, had taken the forts of Susa and La Brunette. 
On the other hand, the huge corps detached by Can- 
not from Moreau'*s army, were advancmg by Mount 
St Gothard and the Simplon, to suj^rt die opera- 
timis of the First Consul, of whose army they were 
to form the left wing. But ere we prosecute the ac- 
count of Buonaparte'*s mov^nents during this mo- 
mentous campaign, it is necessary to trace the pre- 
vious operations of MeUs, and the situation in which 
that Austrian general now found lumself. 

It has been already stated, that, at the commence- 

ment of this campaign of 1800, the Austrians enter- 

• tained the highest hopes that th^ Italian army. 
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having taken Genoa and Nice, might penetrate into 
Provence by crossbg the frontier at the Var, and 
perhaps make themselves masters of Toulon and Mar- 
seilles. To realize these hopes, Melas, having left in 
Piedmont a sufficient force, as he deemed it, to guard 
the passes of the Alps, had advanced towards Genoa, 
which Massena prepared to cover and def<^d. A 
number of severe and desperate actions took place 
between these generals ; but bemg a war of posts, 
and fought in a very mountainous and difficult coun- 
try, it was impossible by any skill of combination 
to insure on any occasion more than partial success, 
since co-operation of movements upon a great and 
extensive scale was prohibited by the character of 
the ground. There was much hard fighting, how- 
ever, in which, though more of the Austrians were 
slain, yet the loss was most severely felt by the 
French, whose numbers were inferior. 
" In the month of March, the English fleet, under 
Lord Kdth, appeared, as we have abeady hinted, be- 
fore Genoa, and commenced a blockade, which strict- 
ly prevented access to the port to all vessels loaded 
with provisions, or other necessaries, for the besieged 
city. 

On the 6th of April, Melas, by a grand move- 
ment, took Vado, and intersected the French line. 
Suchet, who commanded Massena^s left wing, was cut 
off from that g^eral, and thrown back on France. 
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Mftrchcsy miuioeuvres^ and bloody combats, fidlowed 
each other in close detail ; but the French, though 
obtaining advantages in several of the actions, could 
never succeed in restoring the communicadon between 
^uchet and Massena. Finally, while the former re* 
treated towards France, and took up a line on Bor- 
ghetta, the latter was compelled io convert his army 
into a garrison, and to shut himself up in Genoa, or 
at least <mcamp in a position close under its ramparts. 
Mektft, in the meantime, approached the dty more 
plosely, when Massena, in a desperate saUy, drove the 
Austrians irom thdr advanced posts, forced them to 
retreat, made prisonera twelve hundred m^, and 
carried off some warlike trophies. But the French 
were exhausted by their very successy and obliged to 
remiun withb, or under the walls of the dty, where 
the apfnoach of famuie began to be felt Men were 
ahready compelled to have recourse to the flesh of 
horses, dogs, and ether unclean animals, and it was 
seen that the place must soon be necessarily obliged 
tosnrreo^e?. 

Satiiafi^d with the approaching fall of Genoa, Me- 
Ifts, in th^ beginning of May, left the prosecution of 
the blockade to General Ott, and moved himself 
^gm$t Suchet, whom he drove before him in disor- 
der, and who, overborne by numbers^ retreated to- 
w«^rds the French frontier. On the 11th of May,. 
Melas entered Nice, and thus commenced the put- 
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pot^dmvaabiioftheFmidifioiitier. OnthelMi, 
the Aiistrums agnn attadsed Suchet, who now had 
concentrated his fbvoes upon the Var, in hopes to 
protect the French territory. Fmdmg this a more 
difficult task than he expected, Melas next prepared 
to pass the Var Ugher up, and thus to turn the 
portion oceiqpied by Sudiet 

But on the 21st, the Austrian veteran reoayed 
inteUigenee whidi put a stop to all Ins operatkms 
against Suchet, and recalled him to Italy to fiice a 
much more fimnidaUe antagmiist Tidings arrived 
tha the First Consul of France had crossed St 
Bernard, had extricttbed hhnself from Ae valley of 
Aosta, and was threatening to over-run Piedmont and 
the Milanese territory* These tidings were as unex« 
pected as embarrasnng. The artillery, the equipage, 
the provisions of Melas, tc^ether with his communis 
cations with Italy, wore all at the mercy of this 
unexpected invader, who, though his fiarce was not 
accurately known, must have brought with him an 
army more than adequate to destroy the troops left 
to guard die frontier ; who, besides, were necessarily 
divided, and exposed to be beaten in detail. Yet, 
if Melas marched back into Piedmont against Buo« 
naparte, he must abandon the attack upon Suchet, 
and raise the blockade bf Genoa, when that unpor tant 
city was just on the eve of surrender. 

Persevering in the belief that the French army of 
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resenre could not exceed twenty thousand men,, or 
thereabouts, in number, and supposing that the prin- 
cipal, if not the sole object of the First Consul's da- 
ring irruption, was to raise the mgp of Genoa, and 
disconcert the invasion of Provence, Melas resolved 
on marching himself against Buonaparte with such 
forces, as, united with those he had left in Italy, 
might be of poiier to face the Froich anny, accord- 
ing to his computation of its probabk strength. At 
the same time, he determined to leave before Genoa 
an army sufficient to insure its fidl, and a corps of ob- 
servation in firont of Suchet, by means of which he 
might easily resume his plans agamst that geneial, a0 
soon as the Chief Conmil should be defeated or dri- 
ven back. 

The corps of observation already mentioned was 
under the command of General EUsnits, strongly 
posted upon the Roye, and secured by entrenchments. 
It served at once to watch Suchet, and to cover the 
siege of Genoa from any attempts to relieve the city, 
which might be made in the direction c£ France. 

Massena, in the meantime, no sooner perceived 
the besieging army weakened by the departure of 
Melas, than he conceived the daring plan of a gene- 
ral attack on the forces of Ott, who was left to cany 
on the siege. The attempt was unfortunate. The 
French were defeated, and Soult, who had joined 
Massena, was wounded and made a prisoner. Yet 
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Genoa sdll held put. An X)fficer had found his way 
into the place^ brought intdligence of Buonaparte^s 
descent upon Piedmont, and inspired all with a new 
spirit of resistance. Still, however, extreme want 
prevailed in the city, and the liope of deliverance 
seemed distant The soldiers received little food, 
the inhabitants less, the Austrian prisoners, of whom 
they had about 8000 in Genoa, almost none.* At 
length, the situation of things seemed desperate. 
The numerous population of Genoa rose in the ex« 
treioity of their despair, and called for a surrender. 
Buonaparte, they said, was not wont to march so 
slowly ; he would have been before the walls sooner, 
if he was to appear at all ; he must have been defeat* 
ed or driven back by the superior force of Melas. 
They demanded the surroider of the place, there- 
fore, which Massena no longer found himself in a 
condition to oppose. 

Yet could that brave general have suspended this 
measure a few hours longer, he would have been spa- 
red the necessity of making it at all. General Ott 
had just received commands from Melas to raise the 



* Napoleon says, that Massena proposed to General Ott to send 
in provisions to feed these unhappy men, pledging his honour they 
should he used to no other purpose, and that General Ott was dis- 
pleased with Lord Keith for declining to comply with a proposal so 
utterly unknown in the usages of war. It is difficult to give credit 
to this story. 
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blockade with all dupalek, and to ftU baek upon iha 
Po, in Older to withstand Buimaparte, who, in un- 
expected strength, was nmrching upon Milan. The 
Austrian staff-officer, who brought the order, had just 
received his audience of General Ott, whe^ Gaiend 
Andrieux, presenting himself on the part of Massena, 
announced the French general^s desire to surrender 
the place, if his troops were permitted to march out 
with their arms. There was no time to debate upon 
tenuis; and those granted to Massena by Melas were 
so unusually fitvouraUe, that perhaps they should, 
have made him awaxe of the precarious state of the 
besiq^garmy. He was permitted to evacuate Gre- 
noa without laying down his arms, and the omven- 
tion was signed 5th June ISOO. Meantime, at this 
aj^tating and interesting period, evrats of still greater 
importance than those which concerned the fiite of 
the once princely Genoa, were taking place with 
frightful raindity. 

Melas, with about one half of bis army, had reti- 
red from his opera^ons in the Genoese territory, and 
retreated on Turin l)y the way of Coni, where he 
fixed his head-quarters, expecting that Buonaparte 
would either advance to possess himself of the capi- 
tal of Piedmont, or that he would make an effort to 
relieve Genoa. In the first instance, Melas deemed 
himself strong enough to receive the First Consul ; 
in the second, to pursue him ; and in either, to as- 
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fembk auch numerous forces as might harass and 
embarrass either his adyance or his retreat But 
Buonaparte^s plan of the campaign was different from 
what Melas had anticipated. He had formed the re- 
solution to jMss the rivers Sesia and Tesino, and thus 
living Turin and Melas behind him, to push straight 
for Milan, and form a junction with the division of 
about S0,000 men, detached from the right wing of 
^iorean'sarmy, which, commanded by Monc^, were 
on their road to join him, having crossed the moun- 
tains by the route of St Gothard. It was necessary, 
however, to disguise his purpose from the sagadous 
vetenui. 

With this view, ere Buonaparte broke up from 
Iv^ea, Lannes, who had commanded his vanguard 
with so much gallantry, victorious at Romano, seem* 
ed aboiiit to improve his advantage. He had marched 
on Chiavaso, and seising on a number of boats and 
Ismail vessels, appeared desirous to construct a bridge 
over the Fo at that place. This attracted the atten- 
tion of Melas. It might be equally a preliminary to 
an i^ttack on Turin, or a movement towards Genoa. 
But as the Austrian General was at the same time 
.alarmed by the descent of General Tureau^s division 
froiQ Mount Cenis, and their capture of Susa and La 
Brunneta, Turin seemed ascertained to be the olgect 
of the French ; and Melas acted on this idea. He 
sent a strong force to oppose the establishment of 
the bridge, and while bis attention was thus occu* 
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pied, Buonaparte was left to take the road to Milan 
unmolested. Vercelli was occupied by the cavalry 
under Murat, and the Sesia was crossed without 
obstacle. The Tesino, a broad and rapid river, of- 
fered more serious opposition ; but the French found 
four or five small boats, in which they pushed across 
an advanced party under General Gerard. The Aus- 
trians, who opposed the passage, were in a great mea- 
sure cavalry, who could not act on account of the 
woody and impracticable character of the bank of the 
river. The passage was accomplished; and, upon 
the second of June, Buonaparte entered Milan, where 
he was received with acclamations by a numerous class 
of citizens, who looked for the re-establishment of the 
Cisalpine Republic. The Au&(trians were totally un- 
prepared for this movement. Pavia fell into the 
hands of the French ; Lodi and Cremona were oc- 
cupied, and Pizzighitone was invested. 

Meantime, Buonaparte, fixing his residence in the 
ducal palace of Milan, employed himself in receiving 
the deputations of various public bodies, and in re- 
organising the Cisalpine government, while he wait- 
ed impatiently to be joined by Moncey and his di- 
virion, from Mount St Gothard. They arrived at 
length, but marching more slowly than accorded 
with the fiery promptitude of the First Consul, who 
was impatient to relieve the blockade of Genoa, which 
place he concluded still held out. He now issued a 
proclamation to bis taroops, in which he described, as 
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the result of the efforts he expected from them, 
^' Cloudless glory and solid peace.**^ On the 9th of 
June his armies were again in motion. 

Melas, an excellent oiBScer, had at the same time 
some of the slowness imputed to his countrymen, or 
of the irresolution incident to the advanced age of 
eighty years, — ^for so old was the opponent of Buo- 
naparte, then in the very prime of human life,— or, 
as others suspect, it may have been orders from 
Vienna which detained the Austrian general so long 
at Turin, where he lay in a great measure inactive. 
It is true, that on receiving notice of Buonaparte^s 
march on Milan, he instantly dispatched orders to 
General Ott, as we have already stated, to raise the 
siege of Genoa, and join him with all possible speed ; 
but it seemed, that, in the meantime, he might have 
disquieted Buonaparte^s lines of communication, by 
acting upon the river Dorea, attacking I vrea, in which 
the French had left much baggage and artillery, and 
relieving the fort of Bard. Accordingly, he made an 
attempt of this kind, by detaching 6000 men to Chia- 
vaso, who were successful in delivering some Aus- 
trian prisoners at that place; but Ivrea proved 
strong enough to resist them, and the French retain- 
ing possession of that place, the Austrians could not 
occupy the valley of the Dorea, or relieve the be- 
sieged fortress of Bard. 

The situation of Melas now became critical. His 
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communicationi with the left, or north bank of the 
Po, were entirely cut off, and by a line stretching 
from Fort Bard to Phicentia, the French occupied 
the best and fairest share of the north of Italy, while 
he found himself confined to Piedmont. The Aus- 
trian army, besides, was divided into two parts,— one 
under Ott, which was still near Genoa, that had so 
lately surrendered to them,— one with Melas himself, 
which was at Turin. Neither were agreeably situa- 
ted. That of Genoa was observed on its right by 
Suchet, whose army, reinforced with the garrison 
which^ retaining their arms, evacuated that city un- 
der Massena, might soon be expected to renew the 
offensive. There was, therefore, the greatest risk, 
that Buonaparte, pushing a strong force across the 
Po, might attack and destroy eidier the division of 
Ott, or that of Melas himself, before they were able 
to form a junction. To prevent such a catastrophe, 
Ott received orders to march forward on the Tesino, 
while Melas, moving towards Alexandria^ prepared 
to resume his communications with his lieutenant- 
general. 

Buonaparte, on his part, was anxious to relieve 
Genoa ; news of the fall of which had not reached 
him. With this view he resolved to force his passive 
over the Po, and move against the Austrians, who 
were found to occupy in strength the villages of Cas- 
teggio and Montebello. These troops proved to be the 
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greater part of the very army which he expected to 
find befosre CreHoa, and which was comikianded hy 
Ott, but which had moved westward, in conformity 
to the orders of Melas. 

Greneral Lannes, who led ihe vanguatd of the 
French, as usual, was attached early in the momiiig 
by a superior force, which he had mudi £fficulty in 
tesnsting; The nature off the ground gare advantage 
to the Austrian cavalry, and the French were barely 
able to support their charged. At length the division 
of Victor came up to support Lannes, and thevio 
tory became no longer doubtful, though the Aus^ 
trians fought most obstmately. . The fields being 
covered with tall crops of grain, and especially of 
rye, the difl^ent bodies were frequently bid. until 
they found themselves at the bayonet^spcint, without 
having had any previous opportunity to estimate each 
oth^'^s force ; a circumstance which led to niiieh, dose 
fighting, and necessarily .to much slaughter. At 
length the Austrians- retreated^ leaving th^ fiekLof 
battle covered with their dead, and above 5000 pri^ 
soners in the hands of their enemies. 

General Ott rallied the remains of his army under 
the walls of Tortona. * Ftom theprisoners taken at 
the battle of Montebello, as this actioa was called^ 
Buonaparte learned, for the first time, the surrender 
df Genoa, which apprised him that he was too late 
for the enterprise which he had meditated. Hethoe. 
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fore halted hi« army for tkree days in the positi^i of 
Stradella, uawilUng to advance into the open plain 
of Marengo, and trustiog that Melas would find hiia- 
self compelled to give him battle in the poiation which 
he had (^osen, as most onfavourable for the Austriaa 
cavalry. He dispatched messengers to Snchet, cora*- 
manding him to cross the mountains by theCd de 
Cadibona, and march on the river Scrivio^ which 
would place him in the rear of the Austrians. 

Even during the very battle of Montebello, the 
Ohief Consul was joined by Dessm^, who had j ust nr- 
rived from Egypt. Landed at Frgus, after an hun*^ 
dred interruptions, thatseedied as if intended to with- 
hold him irom the fate he was about to meet, he 
had received lett^^ from Buonaparte, inviting him 
to come to him without delay. The tone of the let- 
Cers expressed discont»it and embarrassment. *^ He 
has gained all,"^ said Dessaix, who was much attach- 
ed to Buonaparte, << and yet he is not happy."' Im. 
mecitiately afterwards^ on reading the account of his 
inarch over St Bernard, he added, ^* He will leave 
us nothing to do.^ He immediately set out post to 
place himself under the command of his ancient ge- 
neral, and, as it eventually proved, to encounter an 
early death* They had an interestmg conversaticm 
on the subject of Egypt, to which Buonaparte con- 
tinued to cling, as to a matter in which his own fame 
was intimately and inseparately concerned. Dessaix 
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immecliiifedy reeeiTed the command of the division 
hi Aerto under that of Bondet. 

In the meanwhile, the head-quarters of Melas had 
beenr^noved from Turin, and fixed at Alexandria 
for the space of two days ; yet he did not, as Buona- 
parte had ei^ected, attempt to more forward on the 
Frrabch position at Stradella, in order to force his 
way to Mantua ; so that the First Consul was obliged 
to advance .towards Alexandria, apprehensive lest 
the Anstrians should escape from him, and either, 
by a march to the left flank, move for the Tesino, 
cross.that river, and,, by seizing Milan, open a com- 
munication with Austria in that direction ; or, by 
marching to the right, and falling back on Genoa, 
overwhelm Suchet, and take a position, the right of 
which might be covered by that city, while the sea 
was open for supplies and provisions, and thmr flank 
protected by the British squadron. 

£ither of these movements might have been at- 
tended with alarming consequences.; and Napoleon, 
impatient lest his enemy should give him the slip, 
advanced his head-quarters on the ISth to Voghera, 
and on the 18th to St Juliano, in the midst of the 
great plain of Marengo. As he still saw nothing of 
the enemy, the Chief Consul concluded that Melas 
had actually retreated from Alexandria, having, not- 
withstanding the temptation affi>rded by the level 
ground around him, preferred withdrawing, . most 
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probAbljr to Oenoft) to the haiatd of « bifttle.. He 
was still more confirmed in this beKef, when, podi* 
ilig (otwttd as far as the tillage of Maiengo, he 
found it only occupied by an Austnan near-guavdy 
whieh offered ilo petseyenng defience against the 
Fiiendb, but retreated from the iriUage without mtich 
opikmtion. The Chi^f Consul could no longer doubt 
that Melas had eluded him, by marching off by one 
of his flanks, and pr6baUy by hii right. He gave 
Qvders to Desswx, whom he had intnisted with the 
command of the reserve, to. mafch towards RiTolta,r 
wHh a view to obsetve the eommlmicatiohs with Go* 
noa ; and in this manner the reserre was removed 
half a day^s iaaith from the rest of the anny, which 
had like to hare produced most sinister effects upon 
the event of the great battle that followed. 

Contrary to what Bnonaparto had anticipated^ the 
Austrian general, finding the First Consul in hia 
front. Slid knowuAg that Suchel was in his rear, had 
adopted, with the consent of a council of war, the 
reablution of trying the fate of arms in a general bat- 
tle. It wasr a bold, but not a rash resolution. The 
AAstrians were more numerous than the Frendi in 
infantry and artillery ; much superior in cavalry , both 
in point of numbers and of discipline ; and it has 
been ahfeady said, that the extensive plam of Ma- 
rengo was favouraUe for the use of that description 
of iorce, Melas, therefore, on the etening of die 
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I'Sdi, coBOOitrtted his forces in fibi^ of AlezandriH, 
diTided 1^ the riTer Bomida fix)m the piirj^sed field 
of fight ; and I>^Bpde6n, undeceived concerning the 
intentions of his enemy, made with all haste the ne- 
cessary preparations to receiye battle, and fiiiled not 
to send orders to Dessaix to return as speedily as 
possible and join the army. That general was so far 
adranced on his way towards Rivolta before these 
Counter orders readied him, that his utmost haste 
only brought him back after the battle had lasted 
several hours. 

Buonaparte'*s disporition was as follows :— The 
village of Marengo was occupied by the divisions of 
Gardanne and Chambarlhac. Victor, with other twa 
divisions, and commanding the whole, was prepared 
to support them. He extended his left as far as 
Castel Ceriolo, a small village which lies almost pa- 
lallelwidi Marengo. Behind this first line was placed 
a brigade of cavaky, under EeUermann, ready to pro- 
tect the flanks of the line, or to debouche through 
ihe intervals, if opportunity served, and attack the 
enemy. About a thousand yards in the rear of the 
first line was stationed the second, under Lannes, 
supported by Champeaux^s Mgade of cavalry. At 
the same distance, in the rear of Lannes, was placed 
a strong reserve, or third line, consisting of the divi- 
sion of Carra St Cyr, and the Consular Guard, ni 
the head of whom was Buonaparte himself. Thus 
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the French vere drawn up on this meynorable day 
in three disdi^ct divisiong, each cmnposed of a corps 
d'armie^ distant about three quarters of a mile in the 
rear of each other. 

The force which the French had in ike field in the 
eommenoement of the day, was above twenty thou* 
sand men ; the reserre, under Dessaix, upon ita arri* 
vid) might make the whole amount to thirty thou- 
sand. The Austrians attacked with nearly forty 
thousand troops. Both armies were in high spirits^ 
determined to fight, and each confident in theii: gen^ 
ral — the Austnans in the bravery and experience of 
Melas, the i^rench in the genius and talents of Buo-r 
naparte. The immediate stake was the possession of 
Italy, but it was impossible to guess how many yet 
more important consequences the event of the day 
might involve. Thus much seemed certain, that the 
battle must be decisive, and that defeat must prove 
des^ctioDi to the party who should sustain it. Buo^ 
mparte, if routed* could hardly have accomplished 
his retr^t upon Milan ; and Meks, if defeated, had- 
Suchet in his rear. The fine plain ou ifhich the 
French wer6 drawn up, seemed lists formed by natiyre 
for such an encouQter, when the fate of kkigdonis waa 
at issue. 

Early in the morning the Austrians crossed the; 
Bormida, in three cdumns, by three military bridges, 
aftd advanced in (he same ordeir. The light aj^d t}^ 
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jeentre columiui, consisting of infantry, were com- 
manded by Grenerals Haddick and Eaine ; the left» 
composed entirely of light tiaops and cavaky, made 
4 detour round Castel Ceriolo, the village mentioned 
as forming the extreme right of the Frendi position* 
Ahout seven in the mornings Haddidk attacked Ma- 
rtego with fury, and Gardanne^s division, after fight- 
ing bravely, proved inadequate to its defence. Victor 
supported Gardanne, and endeavoured to cover the 
villi^e by an oblique movement Melas^ who com* 
manded in person the c^tral column of the Aus- 
trians, moved to support Haddick; and by their 
imited efforts, the village of Marengo, after having 
been once or twice lost and won, was finally carried. 
The broken divisions of Victor and Gardanne, 
driven out of Marengo, endeavoured to rally on the 
second line, commanded by Lannes. This was about 
nme oVlock. While one Austrian column manoeuvred 
to turn Lannes'^s flank, in which they could not suc- 
ceed, another, with better fortune, broke through the 
centre of Victor'^s division, in a cbnsiderable degree 
disordered them, and thus uncovering Lannes's left 
wing, compiled him to retreat. He was able to do so 
in tolerably good order ; but not so the broken troops 
of Victor on the left, who fled to the rear in great 
confusion. The column of Austrian cavalry who had 
eome round Castel Ceriolo, now appeared on the field, 
and threatened the right of Lannes, which alone re- 
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mained Standing finn. Napoleon detached two bttt*- 
lioha of the Cmsular Guard firoia the third Ime, or 
resenre, which, formiBg squares behind the right 
wing of Lannes, supported its resistance, and witb*- 
drew from it in part the attention of the enemy^s c#- 
Taby. The Chief Consul himself whose post was 
distinguished by the furred caps of a guard of two 
hundred grenadiers, brought up Monnier^s ^vision, 
which had but now entered the field at the moment 
ci extreme need, bcdng the advance of Dessaix^s re- 
serve, returned from their half day^s march towards 
Rivolta. These were, with the guards, directed to 
support Lannes^s right wing, and a brigade detached 
from them was thrown into Castel Ceridio, which now 
became the point of support on Buonaparte^s extreme 
right, and which the Austrians, somewhat unaccount- 
ably, had omitted to occupy in force when their left 
column passed it in the beginning of die engagement 
Buonaparte, meantime, by several desperate charges 
of cavalry, endeavoured in vain to arrest the prc^ess 
of the enemy. His left wing was put completely to 
jBight ; his centre was in great disorder, and it was 
only his right wing, which, by strong support, had 
been enabled to stand thehr ground. 

In these circumstances the day seemed so entirely 
against him, that, to prevent his right wing from 
being overwhelmed, he was compelled to retreat in 
the face of an enemy superior in numbers, and par* 
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fioobrly in ctndry jod arlilleiy. It nas^ beweTcr^ 
rather a change ofpoidtkin, than an afasohite retseat 
to ibui rear. The Ficmch right, still resting on Cifr> 
tel Ceriolo^ which finrmed the pivot of the manoeuvre^ 
had orders to retreat very slowly, the ceutre fastekv 
the left at ordinary quick time. In this manner the 
whole line g£ battle was changed^ and instead of ex- 
tending diagonally across the plain, as when the fi^t 
beganr the Fr«ich now occujoed an oblong position, 
the left being withdrawn as far back as St Juliano, 
where it was protected by the advance of Dessaix's 
troops. This division, bemg the sole remaining re^- 
serve, had now at length arrived on the field, and, by 
Bucmaparte's directions, had taken a strong position 
in front ot Saint Juliano, on which the Frendi we^ 
obliged to retreat, great part of the left wing in M 
disorder of utter flight, the right whig stc^adily, and 
by interval frontmg the enemy, and sustaining with 
firmness the attacks made upon them. 

At this time, and when victory seemed within his 
grasp, the strength of General Melas, eighty years 
old, and who had been many hours on horseback, 
Med enthrely ; and he was obliged to leave the field, 
and retire to Alexandria, committbg to General 
Zach the charge of completing a victory which ap- 
peared to be abeady gained. 

But the position of Dessaix, at Saint Juliano, af- 
forded the First Consul a rallying point, which he 



Digitized 



by Google 



StSO LIFE OF 

nov greatly needed. His army of resenre lay formed 
in two lines in front of the village, their flanks sustain** 
ed by battalions/Ti^^^nce, formed into close columns 
of infantry ; on the left was a train of artillery ; on 
the right, Kellermann, with a large body of French 
cavalry, which, routed in the beginning of the day, 
had rallied in this place* The ground that Dessaix 
occupied was where the high road forms a sort of 
defile, haying on the one hand a wood, on the.other 
a thick plantation of vines. 

The French soldier understands better perhaps 
than any other in the world the art of rallying* 
after having been dispersed. The fugitives of Vic- 
tor'^s division, though in extreme disorder, threw 
themselves into the rear of Dessaix's position, and, 
covered by his troops, renewed their ranks and their 
courage. Yet, when Dessaix saw the plain filled 
with flying soldiers, and beheld Buonaparte himself 
in ftdl retreat, he thought all must be lost They 
met in the middle of the greatest apparent confusion, 
and Dessaix said, ^^ The battle is lost — I suppose I 
can do no more for you than secure your retreat P"^ 

*^ By no means,"^ answered the First Consul, 
*^ the battle is, I trust, gained — the disordered troops 
whom you see are my centre and left, whom I will 
rally in your reat — Push forward your column.^^ 

Dessaix^ at the head of the ninth light brigade, 
instantly rushed forward, and charged the Aus* 
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trians, weftried with fighting the vhole day, and dig*' 
mdered by their hasty pursuit; The moment at 
which he advanced, so critically favourable for Buo- 
naparte, was fatal to himself. He fell, shot through 
the head.* But his soldiers continued to attack 
with fury, and Eellermann, at the same time chai^ 
gbg the Austrian column, penetrated its ranks, and 
separated firom the rest six battalions, which, sur-* 
prised and panie^struck, threw down their arms; 
2ach, who, in the absence of Mehis, commanded in 
chief, bdng at their head, was taken with them. The 
Austrians were now driven back in their turn. Buo- 
naparte galloped along the French line, calling on 
the soldiers to advance. ^' You know,^ he said, << it 
is always my practice to sleep on the field of battle."' 
The Austrians had pursued their success with 
incautious hurry, and without attending to the due 
support which one corps ought, in all circumstances, 
to be prepared to a£Pord to another. Their left flank 
was also exposed, by their hasty advance, to Buona- 
parte's right, which had never lost order. They 



• The Moniteur put in the mouth of the dying general a mes- 
sage to Buonaparte, in which he expressed his regret that he had 
done so little for history, and in that of tlie Chief Consul an answer, 
lamenting that he had no time to weep for Dessaix. But Buona- 
parte himself assures us, Ihat Dessaix was shot dead on the spot ; 
nor is it probable that the tide of battle, then just upon the act of 
turning, left the (Consul himself time for set phrases, or sentimental 
cjaeulations* 
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were, thercfiir^ totaUy iiiiprep«red to renit tbb §^ 
ngnlf fbrious, and unexpectod attack. Thejr wnra 
ftroed back at all points, and pursued along dw 
plain» suffi»ring immense loss ; nor were they again 
able to make a stand until driven back over the Ban 
mida. Their fine cavalry, instead of being drawn 
op in squadrons to cover their netreat, fled in dis* 
OBBkr, and at fiill gallop, riding down all that was 
in their way. The confusion at passing the river waa 
inextricable>-«Jarge bodies of men were abandoned on 
the left side, and surrendered to the French in the 
ooiorse of the night, 4>r next momii^. 

It is evident, in perusing the aooouqts of this bat- 
tle, that the victory was wrested out of the hands oi 
the Austrians, after they had become^ by the fatigues 
of the day, too weary to hold it. Had they sus- 
tained their advance by reserves, thdr disaster would 
not have taken place. It seems also certain, that 
the fate of Buonaparte was determined by the iur«- 
rival of Dessaix at the moment |ie dU, and that im 
spite of the skilful disposition I7 which the Chiaf 
Consul was enabled to support the attack so long^-lie 
must have been utterly defeated had Dessaix put less 
dispatch in his counter-march. Military men have 
been farther of opinion, that Melas was guilty of a 
great error, in not occupying Castel Ceriolo on the 
advance ; and that the appearances of early victory 
led the Austrians to be by far too unguarded in thdbr 
advance on Saint Juliano. 
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. In oomeqiieiioe of a loss which seemed in the dr*- 
ouvsuiices altogether iarreparable, Melasresolyed to 
pave the remains of his army, by entering, upon the 
loth June 1800, into a convention, or rather captu* 
lation, by which he agreed, on receiving permission: 
to retire behind Mantua, to yield up Genoa, and 
all the fortified places which the Austrians possessed 
in Piedmont, Lombardy, and the Legations. Buo. 
naparte the laore readily granted ^these turns, that 
an, English army was in the act of arriving on the 
coast. His wisdom taught him not to drive a power- 
ful enemy to despair, and to be satisfied with the 
l^lory of having regained, in the affairs c^ Monte- 
hello and of Marengo, almost all the loss sustained 
by the French in the disastrous campaign of 1799. 
Enough had been done to show, that, as the fortunes 
<of France appeared to wane and dwindle after Bao> 
.naparte's departure, «o they revived with even more 
than their original brilliancy, as soon as this Child of 
, Destiny had returned to pre^de over them. An ar- , 
mistice was also agreed upon, which it was supposed 
might afford time for the conclusion c^ a victorious 
peace with Austria; and Buonaparte extended this 
truce to the armies on the Rhine, as well as thoseia 
Italy. 

Two days having been spent in the arrangements 

which the convention with Melas rendered neoes* 

. sary, Bugsiaparte, on the 17th June, returned to 
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Myaa, where be agatn renewed the repoWean con- 
ftitution, which had been his original gift to the 
Cisalpine State* He executed several other acts of 
authority. Though displeased with Massena for th6 
surrender of Grenoa, he did not the less constitute him 
Commander-in-chief in'Italy'; and though doubtful 
of Jourdan^s attachment, who, on the 1 8th Brumaire, 
seemed read j' to espouse the Republican interest, he 
did not on that account hesitate to name him Mini*, 
ster of the French Republic in Piedmont, which was 
equivalent to giving him the administration of that 
province. These conciliatory stqps had the effect of 
making men of the most opposite parties see theilr 
own interest in supporting the government of the 
First Consul. 

The presence of Napoleon was now eagerly de- 
sired at Paris. He set out from Milan on the 24th 
June, and in his passage through Lyons, paused to 
lay the foundation-stone for rebuilding the Place 
Bellecour ; a splendidsqnare, which bad been destroy, 
ed by the frantic vengeance of the Jacobins when 
Lyons was rteaken by them from the insurgent party 
of Gtrondins and RoyiAsts. Fkially, the Chief Con- 
sul returned to Paris upon the ^ July. He had 1^ 
it on the 6th of May ; yet in the space of not quite 
two months, how many hopes had he realized I All 
that the most sanguine paruzans had ventuxed to an- 
tidpate of his success had been exceeded. It seem- 
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ed that his mere presence in Italy was of itself suffi- 
cient at once to obliterate the misfortunes of a disas- 
trous campaign, and restore the fruits of his own 
brilliant victories, which had been lost during his ab- 
sence. It appeared as if he was the sun of France-— 
when he was hid firom her^ aU was gloom^^-^when he 
appeared, light and serenity were restored. All the 
inhabitants, leaving their occupations, thronged to the 
Tttilleries to obtain a glimpse of the wonderful man> 
who appeared with the laurel of victory in the one 
hands and the olive of peace in the other. Shouts 
of welcome and congratulation resounded from the 
gardens, the courts, and the quays, by which the 
palace is surrounded ; high and low illuminated their 
houses ; and there were few Frenchmen, perhaps, that 
were not for the moment psrtdcers of the general ^y . 
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CHAPTER X. 

Napoleon offers, and the Austrian Envoy accepts, a new Treaty 
— The Emperor refuses it, unless England is included.-^ 
Ney&HaHeni then attmpied with Enyland^They faU, and 
AfuMa is encouraged to a renewal if the War.r-^]iea»on»ng 
on the Policy qfihis Conclusion. — An Armistice o/forty-Jive 
Days is followed hy the resumption of Hostilities. — Battle of 
HohenUnden gained hy Moreau onthe Sd December 180a 
"--Other BaiUee take place, by which theAueMan Affhire aH 
made desperate, and they agree to a separate Peace.^-'An 
Armistice takes place, which is followed hy the Treaty of 
LunetjiUc-^Convention between France and the United 
Skaes.^EwpkaMOory HM^piMoHoii.— 7%e Qmen if No* 
pies repairs to Petersburgh to intercede with the Emperor 
Paul-~His capricious Character : originally a violent Anti* 
CfaUiCan, he grows cold and hostile to the Austrians, and at* 
. tached to thcFameand Charmcier i/thc CSUtf Conevl-^Itc* 
ceives the Q^een qf Naples with cordiality, and applies in 
her behalf to Buonaparte^His Envoy received at Paris with 
the utmost distinction, and the Royal Family of Naples 
saved for <A« present, though en severe Conditions, — The 
Neapolitan (^feneral compelled to evacuate the Boman Terri* 
tories.'^Rome restored to the Authority qfthe Popc-^Napo* 
lean demands of the King of Spain to declare War against 
Portugal.^-^0{ivensfa and Almeida taken. — Buonaparte's 
conduct towards the Penineular Powers overbearing andpem 
remptory.-^The British alone acHve in opposing the Frent^ 
^^Malta, after a Blockade of two Years, obliged to eubmit 
to the English* 

Napoleon proceeded to manage with great skill 
and policy the popularity which his success had gain- 
ed for him. In war it was always his custom, after 
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he had struck some vmtunmi and apparently decisive 
Uow, to offer such conditions as might induce the 
enemy to submit^ and separate his interest from that 
of his allies* Upon this system of policy he offered 
the Count de St Julian an Austrian envoy, the con« 
ditiMa of a treaty, having for its basis that of Campo 
Fonaio, which, after the loss of Italy on the fiital field 
of Marengo, aflfiirded terms much more favourable 
than the Emperor of Greimany was entitled to have 
ezpeoted ftom the Actors. The Austrian envoy ac- 
cordingly took upon him to subscribe these prelimi-> 
naries; but they did not meet the approbation of the 
Emperor, who placed his honour on observing accu- 
rately the engagements whidi he had formed with 
England, and who refused to accede to a treaty in 
which she was not included. It was added, however, 
that Lord Minto, the British ambassador at ^enna, 
had intimated Britain^s willingness to be included in 
. a treaty fixr general pacificadon. 

This proposal occasioned a communication between 
France and Britain, through Monsieur Otto, coisimis* 
sioner for the care of French prisoners. The French 
envdy intimated, that as a preliminary to Britain^ 
entering on the treaty, she must consent to an ar^ 
mbtice by sea, and suspend the advantages which 
die received fimn her naval superiority, in the same 
manner as the First Consul of France had dispensed 
with prosecuting his victories by land. This demand 
would have withdrawn the Mockade of the British 
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vessels from the French uearfOttSf aad allawed the 
sailing of reinforcements to Egypt and Malta, whidi 
last important plftce was on the point of surrendering 
to the English. The British ministers wese also sen^ 
sible that there was, besides, a great difference be* 
tween a truce betwixt two land armies, stationed in 
presence of each other, and a. suspension of naval 
hostilities over the whole world ; since in the one case, 
on breaking off^the treaty, hostilities can be almost 
instantly resumed ; on the other, the di»tanoe.and un-^ 
certaintjr of conununication may prevent the war beiiig 
recotnmenced for many months ; by which chance of 
delay, the French, as being inferior at sea^ were sure 
to be the gainers. The British statesmen, therefore, 
proposed some modifications, to. prevent the obvious 
inequality of such armistice. But it was replied on 
the part of France, that though they would accept of 
such a modified armistice, if Great Britain would 
enter into a separate treaty, yet the Chief Consul 
jwould not consent to it if Austria was to be partici* 
pant of the negotiation. 

Here, therefore, the overtures of peace betwixt 
France and England were shipwrecked, and the Aus- 
trian Emperor was reduced to the alternative of re- 
newing the war, or entering into a treaty without his 
allies. He appears to have deemed hinnelf oUiged to 
prefer the more dangerous and more honouraUe course* 

This was a. generous resolution on the part of 
Austria ; but by no means politic at the period, when 

13 
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«lmr«n»ie8 were dcfetted, dieir aadicniftl spirit de^ 
jmssed, and tidwn tlw French anmealiad penetrated 
ar faciiito Gectniny. Ey>en Pitt bimaeU; upon whose 
Oaolkiii^ health the nisfertane made a most nnfie. 
^MuraUb ipipressimi, had oonuderod i^e defeat tf 
Mi^iiga M a ooDcksiM to dbe hopes of success 
qp^ut^OPranoafer'scoiHideriUe period. ^* Fold up 
flttinap^^'he.aiidjppinting to that of Europe; *^il 
oeednot bef again opened (br these twenty years.^ " 
r Y^^toiwiilii^ to xerfgn the contest, even while a 
s^k of b^ lemaiaed^ it was reaolTed upon in the 
Bi^iafa councik to eqoourage Austria to farther priiU 
aecolion of iho war. Perhaps, in recommending such 
a measure to her ally, at a period when she had sua- 
tsined such great losses, and was In the state of de- 
jection to which they gave rise, Great Britaia too 
much resembled an eager and^ orer^ealous second, 
who uiges his prindpal to contiinie a coioSbat after 
his strength is exhausted* Austria, a great and 
jpowerfiil nation, if left to repose, would have ik time 
recruited her strength, and constituted once again 
a balance against the power of France on the eon« 
tinent ; bat if urged to farther exertions in the honr 
of her extremity, she was hkely to sustain su(^ far- 
ther losses, as might render her compara^dy in- 
rignificffir^t for a number of years* Sudi at least is 
the conchiaion which we, who have the advantage 
of considering the measure wirif t^erenoe to its con- 
vox.. IV. T 
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sequences,' are now enabled to fintn. At Ae emergen'^ 
cy, things were viewed in a different light. The vk^ 
tories of Suwarrow and of the Archduke Charies were 
remembered, as weU as the recent defeats sustained 
by France in the year 1799, which had greatly tar^- 
hished the fame of her arms. The character of Buo- 
naparte was not yet sufficiently estimated. His failure 
before Acre had made an impression in England, 
which was not erased by the victory of Marengo; 
the extreme prudence which usually tempered his 
most venturous undertakings was not yet generally 
known ; and the belief and hope were recdved, that 
one who ventured on such new and daring mancBuvres 
as Napoleon employed, was likdy to behold them 
miscarry at lengthy and thus to fall as rapidly as he 
had risen. 

Influenced by such motives, it was determined in 
the British caUnet to encourage the Emperor, by a 
loan of two miUicms, to-place himself and his brother^ 
the Archduke John^^in command of the principdi 
army, raise the whole national force of his mighty 
empire, and at the head of the numerous forces which 
he could summon into the field, either command a 
more equal peace, or try the fturtunes of the most 
desperate war. 

• The money was paid, and the Emperor joined the 
army ; but the negotiations for peace ware not broken 
off. On the contrary, they were carried on much 
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on tbe tetttm wbSdi Saint JuUen bad snbwribed to» 
with thiff additional and discreditable circumstance, 
that the First Consul^ as a pledge of the Austrian 
ainoerityi required that the three fortified towns of 
Ingoldstadt^ Ulm, and Philipstadt» should be placed 
tonporarily in the bands of the French ; a condition 
to which the Austrians were compelled to submits 
But tbe only advantage purchased by this surren- 
der^ which greatly exposed the hereditary dominions 
of Austria, was an anabtice of forty-five days, at 
the end of which hostilities were again renewed. 

In the action of Haag, the Archduke John, 
whose credit in the army almost rivalled that of his 
brother Charles, obtained considerable advantages ; 
and, encouraged by them, he ventured on the &d of 
December 1800, two days aifterwards,.a great and de* 
cisive encountejr with Moreao. This was the occa- 
sion on which that general gained over the Austrians 
the bloody and moat important victory of Hohcn- 
linden, an achievement which did much to keep his 
reputation for military talents abreast with that of the 
First Consul himself. Moreau pursued his victory, 
and obtained possession of Salsburg. At the same 
time Augereau, at the head of tbe Gallo-Batavian 
army, pressed forward into Bohemia; andMacdonald, 
passing from the country of the Grisons into the 
Valteline, forced a division of his army across the 
Mincio, and communicated with Massena ^nd iihfi 



Digitized 



by Google 



S9S , UFB OT 

Ffendk aniiy in Italy* The Austrkn dUni seen* 
ed utterly desperate. The Archduke Charles was 
again placed at the head ef her ferees, but they weve 
ao totally discouraged, that a retreat en all points 
was il^e oidy measure which could be ezeeutod. 

Anodier and a inal cessaiadn of arma wis now 
the eniy resource of the Aiistriatis; and, ini«der«a 
obtain it, the Empsmnr waa ixtepetted. to agree to 
make a peape aepatate fium his a^M. Britahi^ in 
eonsideradon ofUbe extremity to wlueh her ally wis 
reduocd, TohmtsoeUy rdieved him ftom the engage^ 
ment by whidi he waa xestrained fnmi doii%^ so 
without her partitiq>atMDi. An armistice shordy aS. 
tcrwards took ^ace, and the Austrians being now 
auffimently faumUed, it^ waa speedily followed by e 
peiace. Josi^ Buoniq^arte, ifbr diis purpose, met 
with the Austrian minister. Count Cobent^d, at 
liunenlle, where the negotiations were carried on. 

There were two oonditions of the treaty, which 
were peculiarly gallmg to the Empehnr. Buona« 
parte peremptorily exacted the cession of Tuscany^ 
die boreditary dominions of the brother of Frauds, 
which were to be jpTcn up to a prinoa of ihe House 
of Parma, while the Archduke was to obtain an in- 
demnity in Germany. The French Consul demand- 
ed, with no less pertinadty , that Frands (though not 
empowered to do so fay die Geimanic constitution) 
diould confirm the peaces a« well in his eapadty of 
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Emperor of Gennany, as in that of sorerrigu of his 
own hereditary dominions. Thia demand, from whidi 
Buonaparte would on no account dep^ involved a 
point of great difficulty and delicacy. One of Ihe 
principal dauses of the treaty included the cession 
of the«whoIe temtories on the left bank of the Rhine 
to the Frendi Republic ; thereby depriving not only 
Aivitria» but Prussia, and various other p^rinces of 
tibe German empre, of their possesaons in the di»» 
tricto, which were now made over to France It was 
provided that the Princes who should sufBsr such 
deprivations, were to be remunerated by indenittides, 
as they were termad, to be allotted to them ai the 
expenseof the Germanic body in general Now, the 
Emperor had no poKwer to authorial the alienation of 
these fieft of Ao empise, wiUiont consent of the Diet, 
and diis wiUi strongly urged by his envoy. 

Buonaparte was, however, determined to makb 
peace on no other terms th«i those of theEmperor'*i( 
giving away what was not his to bestow. Frandiwas 
compelled to submit, and, as the necessity of the case 
|deaded its apology, the act of the Emperor. waa.af> 
t^rwards ratified by the IKet. Except in these mor- 
tifying claims, the submission to whidi plainly inti* 
mated the want of power to resist compulabn, the 
treaty o{ Luneville was not much more advantagtous 
toFnince than that of Campo Formio; and the mo- 
deration of the First Consul indicated at once his 
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desire of peace upon the continent, and considerable 
respect for the htSLjefty and strength of Austria, 
though enfeebled t)y such losses as those of Marengo 
and Hohenlinden. 

We have already noticed the disputes betwixt 
France and America, and the scandalous turn of 
the negotiations, by which the f rendh Directory at« 
tempted to bully or wheedle the United States out 
of a sum of money, which, in part at least, was to be 
dedicated to their own private use. Since that time 
the aggressions committed by the French on the 
American navy had been so numerous, that the two 
republics seemed about to go to war, and the United 
States actually issued letters of marque for middng 
reprisals on the French. New communicaUons and 
negotiations, however, were opened, which Buona* 
parte studied to bring to maturity. His broths 
Joseph acted as negotiator, and on the 80th of Sep- 
tember 1800, a convention was entered into, to sub- 
sist for the space of eight years, agreeing on certain 
modifications of the right of search, declaring that 
commerce should be free between the coimtries, and 
that the captures on either side, excepting such as 
were contraband, and destined for an enemy''s har- 
bour, should be mutually restored. Thus Buona- 
parte restored peace between France and the United 
States, and prevented the latter, in all probability^ 
from, throwing themselves into a closer union with 
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Biitaiii, to which theb oommoit desoent, with the d- 
mihurity €i manaen^'hiigoage, and law8,«OYCToaming 
the recollection of reo^t hostilitiefli, might have 
otherwise strongly indmed them. 
, Still more important results were derived by Na- 
poleon, from the address and political sagacity, with 
which, in accommodating matters with the court of 
Naples, he contrived to form what finally beontte a 
strong and predominating interest in .the .eoundls, 
and even the affections of a -monarch, whose amity 
was, of all others, the most important to his pUms. 
The prince alluded to was the Emperor of B4iS8ia, 
who had been, during the preceding year, the most 
fonnidahle and successfid enemy encountered by 
France since her revolution. A short resumption of 
&cU is necessary, to understand the drcumstances in 
which the negotiation with Naples originated. 

When Buonaparte d^arted for Egypt, all Italy, 
excepting Tuscany,. and the dominions assigned to 
Austria by the treaty 4)f Campo Formio, was in the 
hands of the 'French ; while Naples was governed by 
the ephemeral Parthenopean Republic, and the city 
of the Popes by that which assumed the superb titie 
of Roman. These authorities, however, were oaly 
nominal^ the French generals exercised the real 
authority in bothcountries. Suddenly, and as if by 
magic, this whole state of affairs was changed by the 
military talents of Suwarrow. The Austrians and 
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«Mi General Macdanald ifiwii lumacit dUqinl ito^ 

eYMuate Naples, ada tQCoanentrate tha priBcifial^s^ 

astance of the Frencb m lioiftbar^^afid PioiiiHiiik* 

GairdmalR«ffb^«j8idcBer^dHii^^ ' 

pot hipndtf atihebeadof • nmncniiis body of in* 

'suqiettts, oad.cbmHieBoed n^.^if^ttiBat andkiFiehfeh 

triKifht as liad:beeii le&ikivAfe adnth^ and in Ae 

laiddle of Italjrs . This moffinnt #«i acltnely sup. 

gorted by th^iBi&iidL;fleeti laotd Hchnit nciyrdied 

NafAes; .BonctaumiideBed to: Cemittoddie Tivm^ 

Ivi^i;^ ThMB» theJ^agthcaopcan and Hobmbbt Tepdb- 

Kca weiiB (SoedBgiDidied. for. erec* :The* nyd ftniljr 

]d;uihwd..toJ6iapl«iv <Bd .thal.fia» d^imd eMmtqr 

*irere<awsn0re«^fciiigdom«HBkiaBe^ the eapttalfif th^ 

world, was oooiipka by Nea|K)Htaa.tiMpt9 geomd^ 

supposed the mostiBj^SSerenfr of inodeiai/tiHiss. 

/ Replaced ia his ncheat territcinea hf the dHes» 

the King of Na|^ jvas bound by eiro^ ti^- tp as* 

mt them indie campugnof 1800« ;. He aotadingfy 

sent a& army into the March of Aneona^ nUder the 

eommaad of Cdimt Bt>ger de Damfs, whiv ifith the 

assbtanoe of insnireetionavy fexeea* among^ the in^ 

I^febitwits, and a body of Anstriatis, was to delur 

Jntti f..ii.i ■■■ ,. - ; • I 1 ' ■ I 

\ ' ^*^-I%^e were, at diis period, easily xaifled m any part of Italy. 
,ljhe exjiotioos of the French had eotiiely alienated the afiections of 
the natives, who had long since seen through their pretexts of af* 
foidmg them the benefit of a free government. 
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^ qf MiUE^^KQy tbq Qpvat ,de Qmw mardbed againsl^ 
tbe .Ft^oh. g^Ei^ Mi(4U8» who commaiided ip 
'I'uacany:^ 4Qd ^4lUii]i€4 a 4efeat I^ him imx SieHBs« 

' Bj9l3r!eiitl)e<M)eiioir]|»M9ftiyy 
tbp arioistii?^ irjii^b wiis stored mto by Genesal Me- 
laa d^xlTe^ t|be.N^p€}u«n$ of any awost^nce &o^ 
tl|0 AuslriimAy fuid iTffidei^ their whok ezpe^itipii 
«HterJlyj)i(4»d$8S4 T]]^.w0r€ iiot eifeaiiud^d^ I^ 
i^ioe.iti the itriiiistlce^ and werer tbti4 left expos^ to 
tbewhol^Y^i^aiiGeof iheFri^cK DiffMs iretmUf^ 
ed ipta Ib^ t^toxiea of the Chinch^ which w^ar^ BtiU 
QCCfU{>ied l^tte N^pohtaitforcea. Xhoconse^tt^we 
dE; the^e e^jsnts w|» easi]^ fov^se^i^ The' NeitpoU- 
m^M^P$y¥yiMm «9;tbe Fcwoh oo^ild find leMnw 
(o look loi^iiidd.di^i >Wi9^ be ej^her destsoj^ eih 
tirely/ oc djriyeii b^ upon Nf^les^ and that city 
wnk^ be. again forsaken by the xoyalfamifyi 1^^^ 
if libey . were ono<^ more aUe, to make th^ esbiqpe^ ti» 
Sieily» as c^ th0 £>n9er.oecasion. 

At this dei^rate crifis, the Queen of the two 
Sicilies took a relolution which seeined almost aa dea« 
pe»^te, and could only )^n bceui adopted by a. wo. 
man pf a bold and dedaiTe duuractecw She xesolved^ 
Qotwithatanding the severii^ of the season, to repair 
In person to the court <^ the Emperor Paul, and 
inhere his intercesdon with the First Consul, in be* 
half of her husband and his territories. 
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We have not hitherto mentmed, exeept cunoiily^ 
the powerful prince whose mediation ahe imploied. 
The aon md miocessor of the celebrated Catherine, 
far fiom possessing the prudence and political sagaci* 
ty of his mother, seemed rather to display the heady 
passions and imperfect judgment of his unfortunate 
father. He was capridous in the choice of his ob- 
jects, pursuing for 'the time, with uncommon and ir- 
i^egular seal and pertinacity, projects which he afker- 
wards discarded and abandcmed, swelHi^ trifles of 
dress or behaviour into matters of importance, and 
neglecting, ^n the other hand, what -was of real con- 
sequence ;— ^yemed, in short, rather by imaginati<m 
than by his reasoning qualities, and sometimes afford- 
ing room to believe diat he actually laboured under a 
partial aberration of mind. Such characters are ofiien 
to be met with in private sodbty, the restndnts of 
which keep them within such limits, that they pass 
thropgh life without attracting much notice, unless 
when creating a littie niirth, or giving rise to some 
passing w<mder. But an absolute prince, possessed 
of such a disposition, is like a giddy perscm placed 
on the verge of a precijnce, which would ^ly the 
soundest head, and must overpower a weak one. 

The Emperor had first distinguished himself by 
an energetic defence of the rights of sovereigns, and 
a hatred of whatever belonged to or was connected 
with the French Revolution, from a political maum 
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to the shape of a coat or a hat. The brother of 
Louis XVI., and inheritor of his rights, found a re- 
fuge in the Russian dominions ; and Paul, fond, as 
most princes are, of military glory, promised himseflf 
that *of restoring the Bourbon dynasty by force of 
arms. 

The train of victories acquired by Suwarrow was 
•well calculated to foster these original partialities of 
the Emperor ; and, accordingly, while success conti- 
nued to wait on his banners, he loaded his general 
with marks of his regard, elevated him to the rank of 
a prince, and coitferred oniiim the title of Italinsky, 
or Italicus. 

The very first and only mii^ortune which befell Su- 
warrow, seems to have ruined him in the opinion of 
' his capricious master. The defeat of Korsakow by 
lilassena, near Zurich, had involved Suwarrow in 
great momentary danger, as he advanced into Swit- 
zerland, reckoning on the support of that general, 
whose disaster left his right uncovered. Now, al- 
though Suwarrow saved his army on this occasion 
by a retreat, which required equal talent to that which 
achieved his numerous victories, yet the bare fact of 
his havitag received a check, was sufficient to ruin 
him with his haughty sovereign. Paul was yet more 
offended with the conduct of the Austrians. The 
Archduke Charles having left Switzerland to descend 
into Germany, had given octasion and opportunity 
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for Massoia to cross the timmat and surprise Kor*- 
sakow ; and this, notwithstanding every explanation 
and apology, rankled in the mind of tlie Czar. He 
recalled his arniiea from tho frontiers of Germany, 
Mid treated his Teteran and victorious general with 
such marks of neglect and displeasure, that the old 
man^s heart sunk under them. 

In the meanwhile, Paul gathered up farther liub* 
jects of complaint against the Austrian goyemment, 
and complained of ibeir having neglected to pi^vidb 
for some Russian, prisoners, undar a capituliltion 
which they made 'm, behalf of thdbr own» at th6 sur- 
render of Ancona to the French. 

The Aostrians could not afford to lose so power- 
ful and effident an ally in the day of thw advemty. 
Th^y endeavoured to ez|dain, that the movement <if 
the Archduke Charles was inevitably necessary, in 
consequence of an invasion of the Austrian temtoqr 
-—they laid the blame of the omissi(m of the Busdaiiis 
in the capitulation upon ihe commandant Frcelidi, 
and offered to place him under arrest* The Em- 
peror of Austria even proposed^ in despite of the 
natural pride wUch is proper to his di^gDisbed 
House, to place Suwarrow at thie head of the Aus- 
trian armies,—- a pro£fer which, if it had beeti accept- 
ed, might have given rise to an eiiittaotdinavy. strug- 
gle betwixt the experience, detennhiation, and war- 
like skill of the veteran Scythian, and the f<Hrmidabte 
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talents of Buonapttrte, and which perhaps contain- 
ed the only chance which Earope posaesBed at the 
time, of oppomng to the latter a rival worthy of 
himself; for Suwarrow had nerer yet been conquer- 
ed, and possessed an irresistible influence oTer the 
minds of his soUiefs. These great generals, how- 
ever, were not destined ever to decide the fkce of the 
world by their meeting. 

Suwarrow, a Russian in all his feelings, broke his 
heart, sad died under the unmerited displeasure of his 
Emperor, whom he had served with so much fidelity. 
If the memory of his unfortunate soTcreign were to 
be ju^^ed of according to ordinary rules, his conduct 
towards his distinguished sulgect would have left mi 
it an indelible sdgma. As it is, the eyent must pass 
as another inroef, that the Emperor Paul was not 
amenable, from the construction df his understand*- . 
ing and temperament, to the ordinary rules of cen- 
sure. 

Meanwhile, die proposals of Austria were in vain. 
The Czar was not to be brought baick to his former 
sentunents. He was Hke a spoiled child, who, tired 
of hiiii fiivourite toy, seems bent to break asunder 
and destroy what was lately the dearest olgect of his 
aroction. 

When such a character as Paul dbanges his opi- 
nion of his friends, he generally runs into the oppo- 
rite extreme, and alters also his thoughts of his ene- 
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Biies. Like hb fiitber, and othen whose imagtnaltoii. 
is indifferently regulated, the Czar had need of some* 
one of whom to n^ake his idol. The extravagant ad- 
miration which the Emperor Peter felt for Frederick 
of Prussia, oould not well be entertained for any one 
now alive, unless it were the First Consul of Fiance ;. 
and on him, therefore, Paul was now disposed to 
turn his eyes with a mixture of wonder, and of a wish 
to imitate what he wondered at. This extravagance 
of admiration is a passion natural to some minds, (n&> 
yer strong ones,) and may be compared to that ten- 
dency which others have to be in love all th&i lives, 
in defiance of advancing age and other obatacies* 

When Paul was begging to entertain this hu-» 
mour, the arrival of the Queen of Sicily at his court 
gave him a graceful and even dignified opportunity 
to approach towards a connexion with Napoleon 
Suonaparte. His pride, too, must have been grati* 
fied by seeing the daughter of the renowned Maria 
Theresa, the sister of the Emperor of Austria, at his 
court of St Petersburgh, soliciting from the Czar of 
Russia the protection which her brother was totally 
unable to afford her ; and a successful interference in 
her behalf would be a kind of insult to the misfortunes 
of that brother, against whom, as we have noticed, 
Paul nourished resentful feelings. He therefore re- 
solved to open a communication with France, in be- 
half of the royal family of Naples. Lewinshoff, Grand 



Digitized 



by Google 



KAPOtEON BUONAPARTE. SOS 

HuBtdman of Busaia, was dispatched to< make the 
OTertures of mediation. He was recelyed with the 
utmost distiaclion at Paris, and Baonaparte made 
an instant and graceftd concession to the request of 
the Empesos Paul^ The First Consul agreed to sus- 
pend his military operations against Naples, and to 
leave Ae royal family in possession of their sotc- 
reignty ; reserving to himself, however, the ri^tof 
dictating the terms under whieb he was to grant 
them such an amnesty. 

I^ was time that some effectual interposition should 
take place in drfioice of the King of Naples, who; 
though he had around him a nation individually 
brave and enthusiastic, was so ill->served, that his res- 
galar army was in the worst and most imperfect state 
of disdpline. Murat, to^ whom Buonaparte had com- 
mitted the task of executing bis vengeance on Ntqiles, 
had abready crossed the Alps, and placed himself at 
the bead of an army of ten thouiond chosen m^[i ; 
a force then j udged sufficient not only to drive the Nea« 
politan general Damas outof the Ecclesiastical States^ 
but to pursue him as- far as Naples, and occuf^ that 
beautiful cai»tal of a prince, whose regular army^coB'* 
sisted of more than thirty thousand soldiers, and whose 
irregular forces might have been increased to any 
number by the mountaineers of Calabria^ who. form 
excellent light troops, and by the numerous Lauaroni 
Df Naples, who had displayed their valour against 

10 
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Cbaaqnonet, upon the fint invinion of the French. 
Bat the seal of a nation availB Utile when the spirit 
of the goireniment bean so ptoportioA to it. The 
gov^nment of Naples dxttaded Ae approach of Mu;- 
rat as that of the Angel ef Beiath ; a&d they received 
die news that Lewinshoff had joined die French ge^ 
neral at Florence as a oondemned eriminid might 
have heard the news of a repriere*^ . The Bussian 
enrogr was received with distbgnkhed honours at 
Florence. Murat appeared at the theatre with Lew« 
inshoffy where the Italians, who had so lately seen 
the Russian and French banners placid in bloody 
opposition to each other, now beheld them formaliy 
united in presence of diese dignitaries'; in sign; it 
was said^ that the two nations were combined for A^ 
peace iQf die ipoild and general benefit of humanity. 
Untimely augury f How often after that period did 
diese standaids meet in the bloodiest fields history 
evter recorded; and what along and desperate ^tnig'- 
gle was yet in reserte eiie die general peiip^ no boldly 
predicted was at length restoiied t 

The respect paid by the First Consul to the wishes 
of Paul^ saved for die present the royal family of 
Naples ; but Murat, nevertheless, made them expe- 
rience a full portion of die bittet cup which die Tan* 
quidied are generally doomed to swallow. General 
Damas was commanded in the haughtieet terms to 
evacuate the Roman States, and not to presume to 
11 
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claim any benefit firom the umistiee which had toen 
extended to the Austrians. At the same time, while 
the Neapolitans were thus compelled hastily to eva*- 
cuate the Roman territories, g^end surprise was ex-< 
hibitad, when, instead of marching to Rome, and re- 
establishing the authority of the Roman Republic, 
Murat, according to the orders which he had feoM* 
▼ed from the First Consul, carefiilly respected the 
territory of the Church, and reinstalled the officers 
of the Pope in what had been long termed the patri- 
mony of St Peter^s. This unexpected turn of dr- 
cumstances originated in high policy on the pmrt ei 
Buonaparte* 

We certainly do Napoleon no injustice in sup- 
posing, that personally he had little ot no influen- 
tial sense of religion. Smne obscure yet rooted doc* 
trines of fatality, seem, so far as we can judge, to 
have formed the extent of his metaphysical creed. 
We can scarce term him evod a ddst; and he was 
an absolute stranger to every modification of Chris- 
tian belief and worship. But he saw and valued the 
use of a national religion as an engine of state policy. 
In Egypt, he was desirous of being thought an en* 
▼oy of Heaven ; and though uncircumdsed, drink 
ing wine and eating pork, stUl claimed to be account- 
ed a follower of the law of the Prophet. He had 
pathetically expostulated with the TurJcs on their 
hostility towards him. The Frendi, he said, had 

VOL. iv^ u 
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oeiMed to be followers of Jesus; and now that 
they were almost^ if not altogether, Moslemah, would 
Hm true believers make war on those who had over- 
thipwn the eross, dethroned the Pope, and extirpa- 
ted the order of Malta, the sworn pwsecators of the 
Moslem £mh? On his return to France, all this 
was to be forgotten, or only remembered as a triek 
playM upon the infidels* He was, as we have said, 
aware of the necessity of a national faith to support 
the civil government; and as> while in Egypt, he 
affected to have destroyed the Catholic religion in 
honour of that of Mahomed, so, returned to Europe, 
he was now desirous to become the restorer of the 
taaporal temtories of the Pope^ in order to obtain 
such a settlement of church affairs in France, as 
might procure fos his own government the counte- 
nance of the Sovereign Pontiff, and for himself an 
admission into the pale of Christian princes. This 
restitution was in some measure consistent with his 
policy in 1798, when he had spared the temporalities 
<^^the Holy See. Totally indifferent as Napoleon 
was to religion in his personal capacity, his whole 
€<Hiduct shows his sense of its importance to the ex- 
istence of a aettled and peaceful state of society* 

Besides evacuating the Ecclesiastical States, the 
Neapolitans were compelled by Murat to restore 
various paintings, statues, and other objects of art, 
which they had, ia imitation of Buonaparte, taken 
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forcibly firom the Romaii8,«-HSo oaptivadDg is the in- 
fluence of bad example. A French army of about 
eighteen thousand men was to be quartered in Cala- 
bria, less for the purpose of enforcing the conditions 
of p^ice, than to saye France the expense of support- 
ing the troops, and to haye them stationed vhere 
they might be embarked for Egypt at the shortest 
notice. The harbours of the Neapolitan dominions 
were of course to be closed against the English. A 
cession of part of the isle of Elba, and the relinquish- 
ment of all pretensions upon Tuscany, summed up 
the sacrifices of the Sang of Naples, who, consider- 
ing how often he had brayed Napoleon, had great 
reason to thank the Emperor of Russia for his effec- 
tual mediation in his fiiyour. 
. These yarious measures respectbg foreign rebk 
tions, the treaty of Luneyille, the acquisition of the 
good* will of the Emperor Paul, the restoration of 
Borne to the Pope^s authority, and the mildness of 
the penalty inflicted on the King of Naples, seemed 
all to spring firom a sound and moderate system^ the 
object of whidi was rather the cimsolidation of Na- 
poleon's goyemment, than any wish to extend its in- 
fluence or its conquests. His plans, in after times, 
often exhibited a mixture of the greatest good sense 
and prudence, with rash and splenetic exploaons of 
an oyer-eager ambitbn, or a temper irritated by op- 
poation ; bat it is to be remembered that Buonaparte 
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W88 not yet so firm in the anthoiity which he had 
bat just acquired, as to encourage any display of the 
infirmities of his mind and temper. 

His bdiaviour towards Portugal was, however, 
of a character deviating firom the moderation he had 
in general displayed. Portugal, the ancient and 
faithful ally of England, was on that account the 
especial object of the First Consurs displeasure. I{e, 
therefore, demanded of the King of Spain, who, 
since the peace between the countries, had been the 
submissive vassal of France, to declare war on the 
Prince Rq^t of Portugal, although the husband 
of his daught^. War accor^gly was declared, 
in obedience to the mandate of the First Consul, 
and the Spamsh armies, together with an auxiliary 
army of French under Leclerc, entered Portugal, 
took Olivensaand Almeida, and compelled the Prince 
K^ent, 6th of June 1801, to sign a treaty, enga- 
ging to shut his ports agamst the English, and sur- 
rendering to Spun, OlivenaEa, and other places on the 
frontier of the Guadiana. Buonaparte was highly 
discontented with this treaty, to which he would not 
accede; and he refused, at the same time, to with- 
draw firom Spain the army of Lederc. On the 29th 
September, he condescended to grant Portv^al peace 
under some additional terms, which were not in them- 
selves of much consequence although the overbear- 
ing and peremptory conduct which he exhibited 
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towards the pemnsular powers^ was a sign of the die. 
tatorial spirit which he was prepared to assume in 
the aifurs of Europe. ' ' 

The same dispodtion was mimifested in the mode 
by which Buonaparte wais jileased to show his sense 
of the King of Spain^s comphiisance. He cho^e for 
that purpose to create a kingdom and a king->-4i king, 
too, of ihe house of Bourbon. An Infant of Spaid 
obtained the throne of Tuscany, under the name of 
Etruria, rent from the house of Austria. Madatne 
de Stael terms this the commencement of the great 
masquerade of Europe ; but it was more properly the 
second act The stage, during the first, was occufned 
by a quadrille of republics, who were how to be re- 
placed by ah anti-mask of kings. ' This display o£ 
power pleased the national vanity, and an uproar of 
applause ensued, while the audience at the duMtre 
applied to Buonaparte the welUknown line-— 

. ^' J*ai fiOt dcs rob, niidame, et n*ai pas vonlu rdtre.'' 

While all the continent appeal thiis willing to 
submit to one so ready to avail himdelf of their sub* 
jection, Britain alone remained at war ; without aUie% 
without, it might seem, a direct object ; yet on the 
grand and unalterable principle, that no partial dh* 
tress should induce' her to submit to the system o£ 
degradation, which seemed preparing fat all nations 
under the yoke of France, and which had placed 
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France herself, with all her affected zeal for liberty, 
under the goyemment of an arbitrary rulei*. On eVery 
point the English squadrons annihilated the' com* 
meroe of France, crippled her revenues, blockaded 
her ports, and prevented those combinations which 
would have crowned the total conquest of Europe, 
could the Master, as he might n6w be called, of the 
Liuid, have enjoyed, at the same time, the facilities 
which can only be afforded by commumcation by sea. 
It was in vain that Buonaparte, who, besides hi^ 
natural hardiness rof perseverance, connected a pari 
of his' own glory with the preservation of Egypt, en-? 
deavoored by various means to send supplies to that 
dtttant province. His convoys were driven back' 
into harbour by the English fleets ; and he directed 
against hb admirals, who could not achieve impossi-^ 
bilities, the unavailing resentment natural to one what 
was so little accustomed to disappointment. 

The chance of relieving Egypt was rendered yet 
more precarious by the loss of Malta, which, after a 
dfstresnng blockade of two years, was obliged to sub- 
mit to the English arms on the 5th of September 
1800. The English were thus in possession of a 
stirbng, and almost impregnable citadel, in the midst 
of the Mediterranean, with an excellent harbour, and 
everything reqmred for a naval station of the first 
importance ; above all, they had obtained the very 
spot which Buonaparte had fixed upon for maintain^ 
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ing the communication with £gypt« which was now 
in ^eater danger than ever. 

The capture of Malta was, however, by its conse- 
quences, favourable to Napoleon'^s views in one im- 
portant respect. The Emperor Paul imagined he 
had rights upon that island, in consequence of his* 
having declared himself Grand Master of the Order 
of Saint John ; and although, by his deserting the 
coalition, and abandoning the common cause, he had 
lost all right to expect that Great Britain should 
surrender to him an important acquisition made by 
her own arms, yet, with his usual intemperate in ' 
dulgence of passion, he conceived himself d^ply 
injured by its b^g withheld, and nourished from 
that time an implacable resentment against England 
and her government, the effects of which are after- 
wards to be traced. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Internal Gtwemment of Francc^^Genetal attachment to (he 
Chief Consul, though the two Factions of Republicans and 
JRayaUsts are hostile to him, — Plot of the former to remove 
him bif Assassination — Defeated. — Fain hopes of the Boy- 
alists, that Napoleon would be the instrument of restoring 
the Bourbons-^Jpplications to him for that effect disap- 
pointed^Royalists methodixe the Plot of the Infernal Ma^ 
chine^^Deseription of it-^lt fails.'^Suspicion first falls 
on Uie RepubHeans, and a decree qf transportation is pass* 
ed against a great number of their Chief s-^but is not car^ 
rf«l into eJsecution.-^The actual Conspirators tried and 
emcutedi-^Use made by Buonaparte of the Conspiracy to 
consolidate Despotism.^Varims Measures devisfidjbr that 
purpose.^System of the Police.'^Fouchi-'His Skill, In- 
fluence, and Power, — Napoleon becomes jealous of him, and 
organizes measures of precaution against him^-^-Appreihen- 
sion entertained by the Chief Consul of the ^ects of Litera- 
ture, and his efforts against it—Persecution of Madame de 
Stael,^The Concordat-^Farious Fiews taken ofthatMea- 
sure.'^Planfor a general System of Jurisprudencc-^Am-^ 
nesty granted to the Emigrants.-^Plans of Public Educa- 
tion — Other Plans of Improvement.'— Hopes of a General 
Peace* 

We return to the internal govemment of France 
under the Chief Consul. 

The events subsequent to the revolution of the 18th 
Brumaire, seemed to work a miraculous change on 
the French nation. The superior talents of Napo- 
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leon, with the policy exereised by Talleyrand and 
FiNich69 and the other statesmen of ability whom he 
had called into administration, and who desired at 
all events to put an end to further revolutionary 
movements — but, above all, the victory of Marengo, 
had at once created and attached to the person of 
the Chief. Consul an immense party, which might 
be said to comprehend all those, who, bebg neither 
decided Royalists nor determined Republicans, were 
indifferent about the form of the government, so they 
found ease and protection while living under it. 

But, on the other hand, the heads of the two fac- 
tions continued to exist; and, as the power of the First 
Consid became at once more absolute and more con- 
solidated, it grew doubly hateful and formidable to 
them. His political existence was a total obstruction 
to the systems of both parties, and yet one which it 
was impossible to remove. There was no national 
council left, in which the authority of the First Consul 
could be disputed, or his measures impeached. The 
strength of his military power bid defiance alike to 
popular commotions, if the Democrats had yet pos- 
sessed the means of exerting ikem, and to the scatter- 
ed bands of the Royalist insurgents. What chance 
remained for ridding themselves of the autocrat, in 
whom the Republicans saw a dictater, the Royalists 
an usurper? None, save that, being mortal. Napoleon 
was subject to be taken off by assassination. 
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The Democrats were naturally the first to niedi- 
tate an enterprise of this nature. The right of ta- 
kbg off a tyrant was, according to their creed, as 
proper to any private dtizen as to those who oppo- 
sed him armed in the field. The act of Harmodius 
and Aristogiton*— the noble deed of Brutus and his 
assodates— were consecrated in history, and esteem* 
ed so congenial to the nature of a free constitution, 
that the Convention, on the motion of Jean de Brie, 
had at one time determined to raise a I^on of assas-> 
sins, armed with poniards, who should devote them*> 
selves to the pious task of exterminating all foreign 
princes, statesmen, and ministers— in short, all who 
were accounted the (oes of freedom, without pity or 
distinction. In a party entertaining such principles, 
there could be no scruple on the score of morality ; 
and where they had been so lately professed by tiiou- 
sands, it seemed natural tiiat, amid the multitude, 
tiiey must have made a deep impression on some 
enthuoastic and. gloomy disposition, which nught be 
easily provoked to act upon them* 

It is no wonder, therefore, that some obscure Ja- 
cobins should have emfy nourished the purpose of 
assassmating Napoleon, as tiie enemy of his coun- 
try's freedom, and tiie destroyer of her liberties; but 
it is singular, that most of the conspirators against 
his person were Italians. Arena, brother of the de- 
puty who was said to haveaimed adaggv at Buona- 
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parte in the Council of Five Hundred, was at the 
head of the conspiracy. He was a Corsican. With 
him, Ceraschi and Diana, two Italian refugees; a 
painter, called Topino Lebrun; and two or three 
enthusiasts of low condition, formed a plot for the 
purpose of assassinating the Chief Constd at the 
Opera-house. Their intention was detected by the 
police ; Ceraschi and Diana were arrested behind the 
scenes, armed, it was said, and prepared for the at* 
tempt, and Napoleon was congratulated by most of 
the constituted authorities upon having escaped a 
great danger. 
Crassous, President of the Tribunate, made a sin- 
- gular speech on the occasion, which would almost 
bear a double interpretation. ^' There had been so 
many conspiracies,^ he said, ^' at so many different 
periods, and under so many different pretexts, which 
had never been followed up either by inquiry or pu- 
nishment, that a great number of good citizens had 
become sceptical on the subject of their existence. 
This incredulity was dangerous,^ he argued ; *^ it 
was time it should be ended.'*' With this view. Mon- 
sieur Crassous recommended, that the persons guilty 
on the present occasion should be prosecuted and 
punished with all the solemnity and rigour of the 
laws. 

Buonaparte replied, with military indifference, 
that he had 4)een in no real danger. '^ The con* 
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temptible wretches,^ he said, in somethiiig like a re- 
newal of his Egyptian vein, " had no power to com- 
mit the crime they meditated. Besides the assist- 
ance of the whole audience, I had with me a piquet 
of my brave guard, from whom the wretches could 
not have borne a look.'*' So ended this singular dis- 
course; and it is remarkable that neither were the 
circumstances of the plot made public, nor the con- 
spirators punished, till the more memorable^ attempt 
on Napoleon's life by the Royalists. 

The Royalists, as a party, had far more interest 
with Buonaparte than the Democrats. The former 
approved of the principles and form of his govern- 
ment,— it was only necessary for their conversion, 
that they should learn to endure his person ; where- 
as the Jacobins being equally averse to the office to 
which he aspired, to his power, and to himself, there 
were no hopes of their being brought to tolerate either 
the monarch or the man. Of the latter, therefore. 
Napoleon entertained' equal dislike and distrust ; 
while, from obvious causes, his feelings towards the 
former were in some measure friendly. 

The Royalists, too, for some time entertained a 
good opinion of Buonaparte, and conceived that he 
intended, in his own time and his own way, to act 
in behalf of the exiled royal family. The enthu- 
siastic of the party were at a loss to conceive that 
the throne of France should be agaift erected, and 
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^at any one but a Bourbon should dare to ascend 
it It seemed to them impossible that Ae monar- 
chy should reviye without the restoration of the legi- 
timate monarch, and they could not believe that, 
a Corsican soldier of fortune would meditate an 
usurpation, or that France would be for a moment 
tolerant of his pretensions. The word liberty had, 
indeed, misled the people of France for a time, butt 
that illusion being dissipated, their natural love to 
the royal race would return like a reviving spring, 
and again run in its old channel. 

So general was the belief among tiiis class, that 
Buonaparte meditated the restoration of the Bour- 
bons, that several agents of the family made their 
way 80 far as to sound his own mind upon the sub- 
ject Louis himself, afterwards XVIII., addressed 
to the First Consul a letter of the following tenor :— 
^^ You cannot achieve the happiness of France with- 
out my restoration, any more tiian I can ascend the 
throne which is my right, without yoiur co-operation. 
Hasten then to complete the good work, which 
none but you can accomplish, and name tiie rewards 
which you claim for your friends.^ 

Buonaparte answered the letter with cold civility. 
He esteemed the person, he said, and pitied the mis- 
fortunes, of his Royal Highness the Compte de 
Provence, and should be glad to assist him, did an 
opportunity permit. But as his Royal Highness 
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eonld net be restored to Fruioe, save at the expense 
of an hundred thousand liyes, it was an enterprise 
in which he, Buonaparte, must decline to aid him. 

A less direct, and more artful^course, is said to 
have been attempted, by the mission of the Duchesse 
de Guiche, one of the most beautiful and pleasing 
women of the time, who, obtauiing permission to 
come to Paris under pretext of her private affairs, 
was introduced at the Tuilleries, and delighted Jo- 
sephine with the elegance of her manners. Napo- 
leon did not escape the fSskscination, but the instant 
she touched on the subject of politics, the interest- 
ing Duchesse received an order to quit Paris. 

As soon as the Royalists discovered, by the failure 
ci these and similar applications, as well as by the 
gradual tendency of Buonaparte^s measures, that the 
restoration of the Bourbons was the thing farthest 
from his purpose, their disappointment exasperated 
them againi^ the audacious individual, whose single 
person seemed now the only obstacle to that event. 
Monarchical power was restored, in spirit at least, if 
not in form ; was it to be endured, the more zealous 
followers of the Bourbons demanded of each other, 
that it should become the prize of a military usurp- 
er ? This party, as well as that of the Jacobins, con- 
tained doubtless many adherents, whom the enthu- 
siasm of their political prindples disposed to serve 
their cause, even at the expense of great crimes. 
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The fioititneals of the j^mees of the royal finnUy 
upou such a fulgect^ w^e becoming their high 
raiik."*^ They were resolved to combat Biumaparte's 
pretendons irith open force* such as befitted their 
pretensions as head of the chivaky of France, but 
to leave to Jacobins the schemes of private assassina-^ 
tion* Still there must have been many, among those 
diaractors which are found during the miseries and 
crimes of civil war, who conceived that the assassina* 
tion of the Chief Consul would be received as good 
service when accomplished, although it might not 
be authorized beforehand. Nay, there may have 
been partisans zealous enough to take the crime and 
punishment on themselves, without looking fartha 
than the advantage which their party would receive 
by the action. 

A homble invention, first hatched, it is said, by 
the Jacobins,f was adopted by certain Royalists of a 



* The opinions of the n^al family were nobly expiesaed, in a leU^ 
ter written by the Prince of C!ond^ to tlie Compte d'Artois, at a 
later period, 24th January 1802, which will be hereafter quoted at 
length. 

f It is said, in the Memoirs of Fonchd, that the iDferaal machine 
was the invention origimllly of a Jacobin named Chevalier, assisted 
by Veycer, one of the same party ; that they even made an experi- 
ment of its power, by exploding an engine of the kind behind th^ 
Convent de la Salpetriere ; that this circumstance drew on them the 
7 
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low deseription, remarkable as actors in the wan of 
the Chouaas, vt whom the leaders were named Car- 
bon and St Regent. It was a machine consisting of a 
barrel of gunpowder, placed on a cart to whiA it- 
was strongly seoored, and chained with gnpe-diot 
80 disposed around the barrel, as to be dispersed in 
every direction by the explosion. TBe fire was to 
be communicated by a slow match. It was the par- 
pose of the conspirators, undeterred by the indiscri* 
minato slaughtor which such a discharge must occa- 
sion, to place the machine in the street through 
whidi the First Consul was to go to the Opera, ha* 
ying contrived that it should explode, exactly as his 
carriage should pass the spot; and, strange to say, 
this stratagem, which seemed as uncertain as it was 
atrodous, was within an hairVbreadth of success. 

On the evening of the 10th October 1800, Buo- 
naparte has informed us, that though he himself felt 
a strong desire to remain at home, his wife and one 
or two intimate friends insisted that he should go to 



attention of the police, and that they were arrested. It does not ap- 
pear by what means the Royalists became privy to the Jacobin plot, 
nor is the story in all its parts veiy probable; yet it would seem 
it must be partly true, since the attempt by means of the infernal 
jnachine was at first charged upon the Jacobins, in consequence of 
Chevalier^s being known to have had some scheme in agitation, to 
be executed by similar means, in the oomie of the pforioos year. 

5 
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tlie Opera. He was dulnberiiig imder a catiopy when 
they awaked him. One brought his hat, another his 
sword. He was in a manner forced into his carrkige, 
where he again slumbered, and was dreaming of the 
danger which he had escaped in an attempt to pass 
the river Tagliamento some years before. On a sud- 
den he awaked amidst thunder and' flame. 

The cart bearing the engine, which was placed in the 
street St Nicaise, intercepted the progress of the Chief 
ConsuTscoachywhich passed it with some difficulty. St 
Regent had fired the match at ^e appointed instant ; 
but the coachman, who chanced to be somewhat in- 
toxicated, driving unusually fast, the carriage had 
passed the machine two seconds before the explosion 
took place ; and that almost imperceptible fraction of 
time wais enough to save the life which was aimed at. 
The explosion was terrible. Two or three houses 
were greatly damaged — twenty persons killed, and 
about fifty-three wounded ; among the latter was the 
incendiary St Regent. The report was heard several 
leagues from Paris. Buonaparte instantly exclaimed 
to Lannes and Bessieres, who were in the carriage, 
^' We are blown up r The attendants would have 
stopped the coach, but with more presence of mind 
he commanded them to drive on, and arrived in safety 
at the Opera ; his coachman during the whole time 
never discovering what had happened, but concei- 

VOL. IV. X 



Digitized 



by Google 



822 T-TFE OF 

Vmg the Consul had only received a salute of ardl- 
lery. 

A public ofSccr, escaped from such a peiB, became 
an olgect of yet deeper interest than formerly to the 
citizens in general ; and the reception of the Consul 
at the Opera, and elsewhere, was more enthusiasm 
tic than ever. Rdief was ostentatiously distributed 
amongst the wounded, and the relatives of the slain ; 
and every one, shocked with the wild atrocity of such 
a reckless plot, became, while they execrated the 
perpetrators, attached in proportion to the object of 
their cruelty. A disappointed conspiracy always adds 
strength to the government agamst which it is direct* 
ed ; and Buonaparte did not fail to push thiis advan- 
tage to the uttisrmost. 

Notwithstanding that the infernal machine (for 
so it was not unappropriately termed) had in fact 
been managed by the hands of Royalists, the first 
suspicion fell on the Republicans ; and Buonaparte 
took the opportunity, before the public were unde- 
ceived on the subject, of dealing that party a blow, 
from the effects of which they did not recover du- 
ring his reign. An arbitrary decree of the Senate 
was asked and readily obtained, for the transporta- 
tion beyond seas of nearly one hundred and thirty of 
the chiefs of the broken faction of the Jacobins, 
among whom were several names which belonged to 
the celebrated Reign of Terror, and had figured in the 
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rolls of the National Conrentioii. These men were so 
generally hated, as connected with the atrodous sc^es 
during the reign of Robespierre, that the unpopu- 
larity of their characters excused the irregularity of 
Ae proceedings against them, and their fate was view- 
ed with complacency by many, and with indifference 
by alL In the end, the First Consul became so per- 
suaded of the political insignificance of these relics 
ef Jacobinism, (who, in fact, were as harmless as the 
fragments of a bomb-shell after its explosion,) that 
the decree of deportation was never enforced against 
them ; and Felix Lepelletier, Chaudieu> Talot, and 
their companions, were allowed to live obscurely in 
France, watched closely by the police, and under the 
condition that they should not venture to approach 
Paris. 

The actual conspirators were proceeded against 
with severity. Chevalier and Veycer, Jacobins, said 
to have constructed^he original model of the infernal 
machine, were tried before a military commission, 
condemned to be shot, and suffered death accord- 
ingly. 

Arena, Ceraschi, Le Brun, and Pemerville, were 
tried before the^ ordinary court of crimbal judicature, 
and condemned by the voice of a jury ; although there 
was little evidence against them, save that of their 
accomplice Harel, by whom they had been betrayed. 
They also were executed. 
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At a later period, Carlxm and St B^nt, Royal- 
Uts, the agents in the actual attempt of 10th October, 
were also tried, condemned, and put to death. Some 
persons tried for the same offence were acquitted ; and 
justice seems to have been distributed with an impar-* 
tiality unusual in France since the Revolution. 

But Buonaparte did not design that the conse^ 
quences of these plots should end with the deaths of 
the wretches engt^ed in them. It afforded an op* 
portunity not to be neglected to advance his principal 
object, which was the erection of France into a despo* 
tic kingdom, and the possessing himself of tmcontrol- 
led power over the lives, properties, thoughts, and opi* 
nions, of those who were bom his fellow-subjects, and 
of whom the very meanest but lately boasted himself 
his equal. He has himself expressed his purpose 
respecting the Constitution of the year Eight, or 
Consular Government, in words dictated to General 
Gourgaud. 

" The ideas of Napoleon were fixed ; but the wd 
of tim^ and events were necessary for their realiza* 
tion. The organization of the Consulate had pre- 
sented nothing in contradiction to them ; it taught 
unanimity, and that was the first step. This point 
gained. Napoleon was quite indifferent as to the form 
and denominations of the several constituted bodies. 
He was a stranger to the Revolution. It was natu^ 
ral that the will of these men, who had fdlowed it 
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through all its phases, should prevail in questioin as 
difficult as they were abstract. The wisest plan was 
to go (m from day to day*— i^ the polar star by which 
Napoleon meant to guide the Revolution to the 
hayen he denred."^ 

If there is anything obscure in this passage, it 
Bfieetved but too luminous a commentary from the 
course of Buonaparte^s aictions ; all of which tend to 
diow that he embraced the Consular government bA 
a mere temporary arrangement, calculated to prepare 
the minds of the French nation &r his ulterior views 
of ambition, as young oolts are ridden with a light 
bridle until they are taught by degrees to endure the 
curb and bit, or as water-fowl taken in a decoy are 
first mtroduced within a wider circuit of nets, in or- 
der to their being gradually brought within that strict 
enclosure where thejr are made absolute prisoners. 
He tells us in plain terms, he let the revolutionary 
sages take their own way in arranging the constitu- 
tion ; determined, without regarding the rules they 
laid down on the chart, to steer his course by one 
fixed point to one derired haven. That polar star 
was his own selfish interest— that haven was despotic 
power. What he considered as most for his own in« 
terest, he was determined to consider as the govern- 
ment most suited fer France also. Perhaps he may 
have persuaded himself that he was actually serving 
his country as well as himself; and, indeed;, justly 
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considered, he was in both instances eqnally grievous* 
ly mistaken. 

With the views which he entertuned, the Chief 
Consul regarded the conspiracies against his life as 
affording a pretext for extending his power too favour^ 
able to be neglected. These repeated attacks on the 
Head of the state made it desirable that some mode 
should be introduced of trying such offences, briefer 
and more arbitrary than the slow forms required by 
ordinary jurisprudence. The prompt and speedy 
justice to be expected from a tribunal freed from the 
ordinary restraint of formalities and juries, was stated 
to be more necessary on account of the state of the 
public roads, infested by bands called Chauffeurs, 
who stopped the public carriages, intercepted the 
communications of commerce, and became so formi* 
dable, that no public coach was permitted to leave 
Paris without a military guard of at least four sol- 
diers on the roof. This was used as a strong addi- 
tional reason for constituting a special Court of Ju- 
dicature. 

Buonaparte could be at no loss for models of such 
an institution. As. hero of the Revolution, he had 
succeeded to the whole arsenal of revolutionary wea- 
pons forged in the name of Liberty, to oppress the 
dearest rights of humanity. He had but to select 
that which best suited him, and to mould it to the 
temper of the times. The country which had so Icmg 
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endured the Revdiiiionary Tribunal, was not likely 
lo wince under any less stem judicature^ > 

The Court which government now proposed to 
establish, was to consist of eight members thus qua^ 
Med. 1. The president and two judges of the ordi* 
nary criminal tribunal. % Three military men, bear* 
ing at least the rank of captain. 3. Two citizens, 
to be suggested by goyemment, who should be sdect? 
ed &om such as were by the constitution qualified to 
act as judges. Thus five out of eight judges were 
directly named by the government for the occasion. 
The Court was to decide without jury, without api> 
peal, and without revision of any kind. As a boon 
to the accused, the Court were to have at least six 
members present, and there was to be no casting 
vote ; so that the party would have, his acquittal, 
unless six members out of eight, or four membert 
out of six, should unite in finding him guilty ; where- 
as in other courts, a bare majority is sufficient for 
condemnation. 

With this poor boon to public opinion, the spe- 
cial Commission Court was to be. the jurisdiction 
before whom armed insurgents, conspirators, and 
in general men guilty of crimes against the social 
compact, were to undergo their trial. 

The CounseUor of State, Portalis, laid this plan 
before the Legislative Body, by whom it was, accord- 
ing to constitutional form, referred to the considera- 
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tion of the Tnbiumlbe. It wai in thb body, the onty 
existbg brandi of the constkatioii where was pie- 
itrved flome shadow of popolar fbrmg and of free de- 
tale, that ihofie who oimtiiiiied to entertttii fiee senti* 
aMDts couU have any opportunity of expressiDg theos. 
BeBJaaun Constant, Daimon, Chenier, and others, the 
glssningsasitwereof theliberslparty, made an ho- 
nourable but unayailing defence i^gainst this invasion 
of the constitution^ studying at the sune time to ex^ 
press dieir oppondon in lai^piage and by arguBKnts 
kast likely to {^veeffiBnoe to the government ToiJm 
hononr of theTribonate, whidi was tfaefiail but sok 
vemaining barrier of liberty, the project had nesrly 
made shipwreck, and was only passed by a small m»- 
joriQrofforty-mne over forty-one. In the Legislative 
Body there was also a strong minority. It seemed as 
if the friends of liberty, however deprived of direct 
popular represoitation, and of all the means of in* 
flnendng public opinion, were yet detamined to 
nnuntain an opposition to the First Consul, 8ome> 
iriiat on the plan of that of England. 

Anodier law, passed at this time, must have had a 
ooolii^ effect on the zeal of some of these patriots* It 
was announced that there were a set of persons, who 
were to be regarded rather as public enemies than as 
eiiminab, and who ought to be provided against rather 
by anticipating and defeating their schemes than by 
punishing their o&nces. These consisted of Repub- 
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ficans, Royali8ts> or my od»n ^stertaimng, or snp*^ 
poBed to entertUD, opinions iftimicat to the present 
sUte of affiurs ; and the law now passed ^ititled the 
govenimmit to treat them as suspected persons, and 
as such, to banish them from Paris or from Franceu 
Thus was the Chief Consul intiested widi fiill power 
over the. personal liberty of erery person wiiom he 
chose to consider as the enemy of his goyemiiient. 

Buimi^arte was enabled to ayail himself, to the ut*> 
termost of the powers which he had thus eac t racted 
from the Constitutional Bodies, by the fiigfatM 
agency o{ the police. This institution may, eren in 
its mildest form, be regarded as a necessary evil ; fiir 
althoi^h, while great cities continue to aSbid ob* 
scure retreats for vice and crime of every description^ 
there must be men, whose profession it is to discover 
and bring criminals to justice, as while there ace 
vermin in the animal world, there mmt be Idles and 
carrion*crows to diminish their number ; yet, as the 
excellence of these guardians of the public depends 
in a great measure on their &miliarity with the arts^ 
haunts, and practices of culprits, they cannot be ex- 
pected to feel the same horror for crimes, or orimi* 
nals, which is common to other men. On the con-» 
trary, they have a sympathy with them of die same 
kind which hunters entertain for the game which is 
die object of their pursuit Besides, as much of their 
business is carried on by the medium of spies, they 
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must be able to personate the manners and opinions 
of those whom they detect ; and are frequently indu- 
ced, by their own interest, to direct, encourage, nay, 
tu^;est crimes, that they may obtun the reward due 
for conyiction of the offenders. 

Applied to state offences, the agency of such per- 
sons, though sometimes unayoidable, is yet more 
frightftdly dangerous. Moral delinquencies can be 
hardly with any probability attributed to worthy or 
innocent persons ; but there is no character so pure* 
that he who bears it may not be supposed capable of 
entertaining false and exaggerated opbions in polir- 
tics, and, as such, become the victim of treachery ' 
and delation. In France, a prey to so many factions, 
the power of the police had become overwhelming ; 
indeed the very existence of the government seemed 
in some measure dependent upon the accuracy of 
their intelligence ; and for this purpose their num* 
bers had been enlarged, and their discipline perfect- 
ed, under the administration of the sagacious and 
crafty Fouch6* This remarkable person had been 
an outrageous Jacobin, and dipped deep in the hor« 
rors of tibe revolutionary government*— an adherent 
of Barras, and a partaker in the venality and pecu- 
lation which characterized that period. He was, 
therefore, totally without principle ; but his nature 
was not of that last d^ree of depravity, which de« 
lights in evil for its own sake, and his good sense 
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told bim, that ait unnecessary crime was a political 
blonder. The lenity with which he exercised his ter- 
rible office, when left in any d^ree to his own dis- 
cretion, while it never prevented his implicit execu* 
tion of Buonaparte^s commands, made the abomina- 
ble system over which he presided to a certain ex- 
tent endurable ; ahd thus even his good qualities, 
while they relieved individual suffering, were oS dis- 
service to his country, by reconciling her to bmid- 
age. 

The hauie potke, as it is called by the Frendb, 
meaning that department which applies to politics 
and state affairs, had been unaccountably neglected 
by the ministers of Louis XVI., and was much dis- 
organised by the consequences of the Bevoluticm* 
The demagogues of the Convention had little need 
of a regular system of the kind. Every affiliated dub 
of Jacobins supplied them with spies, and with in- 
struments of their pleasure. The Directory stood in 
a different situation. They had no general party 
of their own, and maintamed their authority, by ba- 
lancmg the Moderates and Democrats against each 
other. They, therefore, were more dependent upon 
the police than their predecessors, and they intrust- 
ed Fouch6 with the superintendence. It was then 
that, destroying, or rather superseding, the separate 
offices where the agents of ibe police pretended to 
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a certain ladependenoe ot acdng, he broiiglit At 
whole system to oonoentxmte within his own caboMt. 
By combining the leportB of his agents, toad of the 
various individuals with whom under vsrions pi»- 
texts he maintained oorraspondence, the Minister of 
Police amyedat so accurate a knowledge of the puv- 
pose, disposidon, adherents, and tools of the different 
parlies in France, that he could anticipate their mode 
of acting upon all occanons that were likely to occur, 
knew what measures were likely to be proposed, and 
by whom they were to be supported ; and when any 
pariacnlar accident took place, was able, irom Us 
previous geneial infimnation, to ass^ it to the real 
cause, and the true actors. 

An unlimited system of espial, and that strefedi- 
ittg through society in all its ramificationB, was ne- 
cessary to the perfection of this system, whidi had 
not arrived to its utmost height, till Napoleon as- 
cended the throne. Still, before his reign, it existed 
all through France, controlling the most confiden- 
tial expressions of opinion on puUic affairs, and, like 
some mephitic vapour, stifling the breath though it 
warinvisible to the eye, and^ by its mysterious ter- 
rors, putting a stop to all discussion of pnblic mea- 
sures, which was not in the tone of implicit appro- 
badon. 

The expense of maiataming this establishment 
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was imiaeiuie; finr Foochi comprriieiided annonggfc 
hift spies and mfonners persons, whom no ordinary 
gratuity would have moved to act such a part. But 
this expense was ptovid^ for by the large sums 
which the Minister of Police received for ihe tolera- 
tion yielded to brothels, gambling- houses, aiid other 
pUces of ]nrofi]gacy, to whom he granted lic^ses, in 
consideration of their observing certain regulations. 
His system of espial was also extended, by the in- 
formation which was collected in these haunts of de- 
bauchery ; and thus the vices of the capital were 
made to support the means by which it was subject- 
ed to a despotic government. His auto-biography 
contains a boast, that the private secretary of the 
Chief Consul was his pensioner, and that the lavish 
profosion of Josephine nlade even her willing to ex- 
change intelligence concerning the Chief ConsuPs 
views and plans« Thus was Fouche not only a spy 
upon the people in behalf of Buonaparte, but a spy 
also on Buonaparte himself. 

Indeed, the power of the director of this terrible 
en^nery was so great, as to excite the suspicion of 
Napoleon, who endeavoured to counter-balance it by 
dividing the department of police into four distinct 
offices. There were estaUished, 1st, The military 
police of the palace, oy&c which Duroc, the grand 
master of the hous^old, presided. Sd, The police 
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maintained by the inspector of the gens-d^armes. 8d, 
That exercised over the dty of Paris by the Pre- 
fect 4th, The general police, which still remained 
under the control of Foach6. Thus, the First Con- 
sul received every day four reports of police, and 
esteemed himself secure of learning, through some 
one of them, information which the others might have 
an interest in concealing. 

The agtots of these different bodies were fre- 
quently unknown to each other ; and it often hap^ 
pened, that when, in the exerdse of their office, 
they were about to arrest some individual who had 
incurred suspicion, they found him protected against 
them, by his connexion with other bureaux of po- 
lice. The system was, therefore, as complicated as 
it was oppressive and unjust; but we shall have 
such frequent opportunity to refer to the subject, 
that we need here only repeat, that, with refe- 
rence to his real interest, it was unfortunate for Buo- 
naparte that he found at his disposal so ready a 
weapon of despotism as the organized police, wield- 
^ by a hand so experienced as that of Fouch6. 

It was the duty of the police to watch the pro- 
gress of public opinion, whether it was expressed in 
general society, and confidential communication, or 
by the medium of the press. Buonaparte entertain- 
ed a feverish apprehension of t^ie eflfeets ©f litera- 

9 
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lure on the general mind, and in doing so acknow-^ 
ledged the weak points in his goTernment The 
public journals were under the daily and constant 
superintendance of the police, and their editors were 
summoned before Fouchfe when anything was insert- 
ed which could be considered as disrespectfiil to his 
authority. Threats and promises were liberally em- 
ployed on such occasions, and such journalists as 
proveid refractory, were soon made to feel that the 
former were no viun menaces. The suppression of 
the offensive newspaper was often accompanied by 
the banishment or imprisonment of the editor. The 
same measure was dealt to authors, booksellers, and 
publishers, respecting whom the jealousy of Buona- 
parte amounted to a species of disease/ 

No one can be surprised that an absolute govern- 
ment should be disposed to usurp the total manage* 
ment of the daily press, and such other branches of 
literature as are immediately connected with politics ; 
but the interference of Buonaparte^s police went 
much farther, and frequently required from those 
authors who wrote only on general topics, some express 
recognizance of his authority. The ancient Christiana 
would not attend the theatre, because it was neces- 
sary that, previous to enjoying the beauties of the 
scene, they should sacrifice some grains of incense 
to the false deity, supposed to preside over the 
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|Jace. In lik^ nfmn^, men of genercms mindft in 
France were often obliged to Biippress wodks on sub- 
jecto the most alien to politics, because ihey coold 
not easily obtain a road to the public unless they con- 
sented to recognise the right of the individual, who 
had usurped the supreme authmty, and extinguish- 
ed the liberties of his country. The circumstances 
which subjected Madame de Stael to a long persecu- 
ii<m by the police of Buonaparte, may be quoted as 
originating in this busy d^ire* of connecting his 
government with the pubUoations of all persons of 
genius. 

We have been ahready led to notice, that there 
existed no cordiality betwixt Buonaparte and the 
gifted daughter of Neckar. Their characters were 
far fsom suited to each other. She had manifestly 
regarded the First Consul as a subject of close and 
curious observation, and Buonaparte loved not that 
^any one should make him the subject of minute 
{Kmitiny. Madame de Stael was the centre also of 
a distinguished circle of society in France, several 
of whom were engaged to support the cause of liber- 
ty ; and the resolution of a few members of the 
Tribunate, to make some efforts to check the ad- 
vance of Buonaparte to arHtrary power, was sup- 
posed to be taken in her saloon, and under her 
encouragement. For this she was only bamshed 
from Paris. But when she was about to publish her 
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excellent and spirited book on German manners and 
literature, in whichy unhappily, there was no men- 
tion of the French nation, or its supreme chief, 
Madame de StaePs work was seized by the police, 
and she was favoured with a line from Fouch6, ac- 
quainting her that the air of France did not suit her 
health, and inviting her to leave it with all conve- 
nient speed. While in exile from Paris, which she 
accounted her country, the worthy Prefect of Geneva 
suggested a mode by which she might regain favour. 
An ode on the birth of the King of Rome, was re- 
commended as the means of conciliation. Madame 
de Stael answered, she should lunit herself to wishing 
him a good nurse ; and became exposed to new rigours, 
even extending to the friends who ventured to visit 
her in her exile. So general was the French influ- 
ence all over Europe, that, to shelter herself from 
the persecutions by which she was everywhere fol- 
lowed, she was at length obliged to escape to Eng- 
land, by the remote way of Russia. Chenier, author 
of the Hymn of the Marseilloise, though formerly 
the panegyrist of General Buonaparte, became, with 
other literary persons who did not bend low enough 
to his new dignity, objects of persecution to the First 
Consul. The childish pertinacity with which Nape- 
leon followed up such unreasonable piques, belongs 
indeed, chiefly, to the history of the Emperor, but it 
showed its blossoms earlier. The power of indulging 
VOL. IV. y 
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snch petty pasmiii, goes, in a great measure, to fos« 
ter and eneoim^ their progress ; and in the case of 
Buonaparte, this power, great in itself, was increa- 
sed by i^ dangerous facilities which the police off^- 
ed, fcr gratifying the spleen, or the reTcngc, of the 
offended soTereign. 

Another support, of a very different kind, and 
gi^unded on the most opposite prindples, was afford- 
ed to the rising power of Napdeon, through the re- 
establishment of religion in France, by his trea^ 
with the Pope, called 'the Concordat. Two great 
steps had been taken towards this important peiaat, 
by the edict opening the churches, and renewing the 
exercise of the Christian religion, and by die resto- 
radon of the Pope to his temporal dominions, lifter 
the battle of Marengo. The ftirther objects to be 
attained were the sanction of the First ConsuFs go- 
yemment by the Pontiff on the one hand, and, on the 
other, the re-establishment of the rights of the churdi 
in France, so far as should be found consistent with 
the new order of things. 

This important treaty was managed by Joseph 
Buonaparte, who, with three colleagues, held con- 
ferences for that purpose, with the plen^tentiaries of 
the Pope. The ratifications were exchanged on the 
18th of September 1801 ; and when they were pub- 
lished, it was smgular to behold how submissively 
the once proud See of Rome ky prostrated before 
the power of Buonaparte, and how absolutely he 
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muft have dictated all the terms of the treaty. Erery 
article innoTated on some of those rights and claims, 
wUch itihe Churdi p£ Rota^ had for igeA asserted as 
die unalienable {xriTil^es of hex infalliUe head. 

I. It was provided, that the Catholic reli^n 
ahodld be fioeely easBrcutfl m France, acknowledged 
as the naidopial faith, and its service i^i«nly prac- 
t^ied, salgeqt to such regulations of police as the 
French goi^enmient aWld judge necess«7. 11. The 
Pope, in concert with the French government, was 
to make a new division of dioceses, and to require of 
the edsting bishops even the resignation of their 
sees, ahould that be found necessary to complete die 
new arrangement. III. The sees which should be- 
eome vacant by such resignatioQ, or.by.jdeprivation, 
in case a voluntary abdication was rd^ed, as also 
all future vacandes, were to be fiUbd up by die P(^, 
on nonunations proceeding from the Frendh govern- 
ment. IV. The new bidbops were to take an oadi 
of fidelity to the government, and to deserve a ritual, 
in which there were to be espedal forms of prayer for 
the Consuls. V. The church-livings were to undergo 
a new division, and the bishops were to nominate to 
them, but only such persons as should be approved 
by the government. VI. The govenunent was to 
make suitable provision for the national cl^gy, while 
die Pope expressly renounced all right competent to 
him and his successors, to challenge or dispute the 
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sales of church property which had been made since 
the Revohition. 

Such was the celebrated compact, by which Pius 
YII. surrendered to a soldier, whose name was five 
or six years before unheard of in Europe, those high 
claims to supremacy in spiritual affairs, which his 
predecessors had maintained for so many ages against 
the whole potentates of Europe. A puritan might 
have said of the Power seated on the Seven Hills— 
" Babylon is fallen, it is fallen that great city T 
The more rigid Catholics were of the same opinion. 
The Concordat, they alleged, showed rather the 
abasement of the Roman hierarchy than the re-erec- 
tion of the Gallic church. 

The proceedings against the existing bishops of 
France, most of whom were of course emigrants, were 
also but little edifying. Acting upon the article of 
the Concordat already noticed, and caused, as the 
letter itself states, " by the exigencies of the times, 
which exercises its violence even on us,^ the Pope 
required of each of these reverend persons, by an 
especial mandate, to accede to the compact^ by sur- 
rendering his see, as therein provided. The order 
was peremptory in its terms, and an answer was 
demanded within fifteen days. The purpose of this 
haste was to prevent consultation or combination, 
and to place before each bishop, individually, the 
choke of compliance, thereby gaining a right to be 
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provided for in the nc?w hierarchy ; or of refiisal, 
in which case the Pope would be obliged to declare 
the see vacant, in.conformity 4;o his engagement with 
Buonaparte. 

The bifihops in general declined compliance with 
a request, which, on the part of the Pope, was evi- 
dently made by compulsion. They offered to lay 
their resignation at his Holiness^s feet, so soon as 
they should be assured that there was regular canon- 
ical provision made for. filling up their sees; but 
they declined, by any voluntary act of theirs, to 
give countenance to tibe surrender of the rights of 
the church implied in the Concordat, and preferred 
exile and poverty to ai^ provision which they might 
obtain, by ccxnsenting.to compromise the privileges of 
the hierarchy. These proceedings greatly increased 
the. unpopularity of the Concordat among the more 
xealous Catholics. 

Others of that faith there were, who, though they 
oonddered the new system as very imperfect, yet 
thought it might have the effect of preserving in 
France some sense of the Christian religion, which, 
under the total disuse of public worship, stood a 
chance of being entirely extinguished in the minds 
of the rising generation. They remembered, that 
though the Jews in the days of Esdras shed tears of 
natural sorrow when they beheld the inferiority of 
the second Temple, yet Providence had sanction^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



34S Lira of 

ed ilil ^r^ctim, uiidtf Ai wanrmt^ nd Iky pMnoN 
dM, («r«ittilbdlkviit^t«di^]Bi8tto. They gvaiktedy 
diai llie ecruiit€»i£mde bhown by Baonpvte t» ikto 
religious establishment, was entirely from mothrsB tt 
self-intetest; bttt^ ttifi th^ hoped thai God^ #ho 
ifoAw his ^mH will by tlw selfish paiMoiu of mffirih 
dtiahfy ^B» how tifliiig those of the First Consld to 
tMHtnom^ i^nie of fe^bntof^Ruicej and they a^«* 
tkip$f^d itM r^o% H^ tie beKrfiiend of all tbtt 
k good and gfa«ii(ul i^ haa&a&iiyy was hhcfy^^ m 
thwfm of thme, to faringf back and efacdimgepa senfe 

Tih^ r^YdluAdiliiry p&rt of Ffthioe bAeld the 
CdMoi^dM Willi t6ry liKflefOBt tyetr^ The Ckm^ 
ti)&tt i^iigibn wai, 8d fo tho Jaws and Gfecfca 6f 
old^ &'Mi!ii)tiUiiig-bIo6k to the Jadobins, ted fiioiish^ 
nes§ to ihifr pMlosopbiM. It VImi a system which 
they had attacked with a zeal even Bk tsg^ as Ihael 
whi^h they had direeted against mona^bical iiistitu- 
flons I liild hi the re0toi<atkm of the ait«>, thliy ftr^ 
thei'^.rr6<^]oiiofthefthroiie. fiUonaparta defindcd 
hin^ielf iklAotig the philoj^ophets, by eomparbg hili 
CdficoMat to a sort df iracehiatisQ of roligioii^ whioh^ 
b^ introducing A slighter kind into the ilystem tf 
the state, Wefuld gradoilly prepare for its entbi ex- 
tinction. 

In the meantime, he proo^eded to renew the an* 
cient league biftilrixt the ehorch and ctown, with 
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9» much solennity as possible. PorUUs wa# pre«,< 
ted Minister of Religion, a new office, for managing 
the afiiurs of the church. He l^ad deserred thia pre- 
ferment, by a learned and argumentative speech to the 
Legislatiye Body, in which he proved to the French 
statesmen, (what in other countries is seldom consi- 
dered as matter of doubt,) that the exeecise (^religion 
is congenial to human nature^ and worthy of bemg 
cherished and protected by the state. The Concor- 
dat was inaugurated at Netre Dame with the utmost 
magnificence. Buonaparte attended in person, with 
all the badges and pomp of royalty, and in the style 
resembling as nearly as possible that of the former 
Kings of France. The Archbishop of Aix was ap- 
pointed to preach upon the occasion, being the v^y 
individual prelate who had delivered the sermon 
upon the coronation of Loi^is XVI. Some adf^ress, 
it was said, was employed to procure the attendance 
of the old Republican Generals. They were iQvi);e4 
by Berthier to breakfast, and thence cairried to th^ 
First Consul's levee ; afiier which it became impossible 
for them to decline attending him to th^ Church of 
Notre Dame. As he returned from the ceremony, 
surrounded by these military Amctionaries, Bupn^ 
parte remarked with complacency, that the former 
order of things was fast returning. One of his gene- 
rals boldly answered,-^" Yesl-^all r<5tunis— ex- 
cepting the two millions of Frenchmen, who have 
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died to procure the proscription of the veiy system* 
now in the act of being restored.*^ 

It is said that Buonaparte, when he found the 
Pope and the clergy less tractable than he desired, 
regretted having taken the step of re-establishing re- 
ligion, and termed the Concordat the greatest error 
of his reign* But such observations could only escape 
him in a moment of pique or provocation. He well 
knew the advantage which a government must derive 
from a national church, which recognises them in its 
ritual ; and at Saint Helena, he himself at once ac- 
knowledged the advantage of his compact with the 
Pope as a measure of state, and his indifference to it 
in a religious point of view. *< I never regretted the 
Concordat/^ he said. << I must have had either that 
or something equivalent. Had the Pope never before 
existed, he should have been made for the occasion.^" 

The First Consul took care, accordingly, to make 
his full advantage of the Concordat, by introducing 
his own name as muoh as possible into the catechism 
of the church, which, in other respects, was that 
drawn up by Bossmet. To honour Napoleon, the 
catechumen was taught, was the same as to honour 
and serve God himself— to oppose lus will, was to 
incur the penalty of eternal damnation. 

In civil affairs, Buonaparte equally exerted his ta- 
lents, in connecting tlie safety and interests of the na- 
tion with his own iiggrandisement. He had already 
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laughed at the idea of a free constitution. ^'^ The only 
free constitution necessary,'' he said, " or usefid, was 
a good mil code ;"' not considering, or choosing to 
have it considered, that the best system of laws, 
when held by no better guarantee than the pleasure 
of an arbitrary prince and his council of state, is as 
inseciure as the situaticm of a pearl suspended by a 
single hair. Let us do justice to Napoleoisi, however, 
by acknowledging, that he encountered with manly 
firmness the gigantic labour of forming a code of in- 
stitutions, which, supplying the immense variety of 
provincial laws that existed in the different depart^ 
ments of France, and suppressing the partial and 
temporary regulations made in the various political 
crises of the Revolution, were designed to be the 
basis ofawiiform national system. For this purpose, 
an ord^ of the Consuls convoked Messrs Portalis, 
Tronchet, Bigot, Preamenu, and Maleville, juris- 
consults of the highest character, and associated 
them with the Minister of Justice, Cambaceres, in 
the task of adjusting and reporting a plan for a ge- 
neral system of jurisprudence. The progress and ter^ 
mination of this great work will be hereafter noticed. 
The Chief Consul himself took an active part In the 
deliberaticms. 

An 4wdinance, eminently well qualified to heal the 
civil wounds of France, next manifested the talents 
of Buonaparte, and, as men hoped, his nuHleration. 
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Thig was Uie generid amnesty granted to the emi- 
grants. A decree of the senate, 26th April 1801, 
permitted the retom of these unfertnnate persoiis to 
France, providbg they did so, and took the oath of 
fidelity to government, within a certain period. There 
were, however, five chissea of exceptions, containing 
such as seemed too deeply and strongly pledged to 
the house of Bourbon, ever to reconcile themselves 
to the government of Buonaparte. Such w^re, 1st, 
Those who had been chiefs of bodies of armed royal- 
ists;— -Sd, Who had held rank in the armies of the 
allies ;— 3d, Who had belonged to the household of 
the princes of the blood;— 4th, Who had been agents 
or encouragers of foreign or domestic war ;— ^fitb, The 
generals and admirals, together with the representa- 
tives qI the people, who had hem guilty of treason 
against the BepuUie, together with the prelates, who 
declined to resign their sees in terms i^ the Concor- 
dat. It was at the same time declared, that not more 
than five hundred in all should be excepted from tioie 
amnesty. Bucmaparte truly judged, that the m«»s of 
emigrsnts, thus winnowed and purified fimn all who 
had been leaders, exhausted in fortune, and wearied 
out by exile, would in general be gratefiil for permis- 
sion to return to France, and pasrive, nay, confeented 
and attached aabjeets of his dominion ; and the event 
in a great measure, if not fiiUy, justified hisexpecta- 
tioiis. Such part of their property as had not been 
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wMf nm d«Mct«a to be iwtored to Umbi ; but tbey 
wer^ sidbjdeted 10 the ^leeWJr superinleiidaiiGe of tbe 
pdioc fb# the speoe of ten jeuB aftet their return* 

With ttmihtf wd most kudtble attentiMi to die 
duties of h^ high office Buosapfttte founded pUuis 
of educirdcMl, and particularly^ with Moil's assist- 
anoe^ eatoblished die Petytechnia school, which has 
psoducedsomanymeiioftdi^iit H^ udquised anxi- 
ous^ into abuses, and was particularly aotiiTe in oet- 
secting thoae which had crept into die prisons during 
the Revolution, where great tyranny was exercised l^ 
nieilo]^ ^pnmsioitti, and otherwise. In amending 
sndi ^viib, Buoilaparte^ tirtidgh net 6{ kingly bivdi, 
riiowed aiidnd worttrjr of the rink to which he bad 
aaaended. Itiseiflyioberqpretfed^dlilt inwhaiin- 
tcfffered with his personal wiehes or interest, he utn- 
forinly fidled to mloiifest the sound and coittect views, 
whicfc ott idbstilaetfutotiQnii heeouldfemiso dcwrly. 
Othdr sehemcB of a pdilic character were held out 
as occupying the atttotion of die Chief Consul. Like 
Augustus, whose rituation his own is some meaaure 
resembled. Napoleon radtevoured, by the mapiyi- 
cence of his projects for the improvement of the state, 
to withdraw attention from his inroads upon public 
freedom. The inland navigation of Languedoc was 
to be completed, and a canal, joining the river Yonne 
to the Saonne, was to connect the south part of the 
republic so completely with the north, as to establish 
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a oomnmnication tiy water between. Marshes and 
Amsterdam. Bridges were also to be built, roads to 
be laid put and improved, museums founded in the 
^principal towns of France, and many other public 
'labours undertaken, on a scale which should put to 
shame even the boasted days of Louis XIY. Buo- 
naparte knew the French nation well, and was aware 
that be should best reconcile them to his government, 
by indulging his own genius for bold and magnifi. 
cent undertakings, whether of a military or a civil 
character. 

But alt}iough these sjdendid proposals filled the 
public ear, and flattered the national pride ei France, 
<»mmerce continued to languish, under the effects of 
n constant blockade, provisions became dear, and 
-discontent against the Consulate b^an to gain ground 
over the favourable sentiments which had hailed its 
commencement. The eiFectual cure for these heart- 
burnings was only to be found in a general peace ; 
«id a variety of evaits, some of them of a character 
very unpleasmg to the First Consul, seemed gradually 
preparing for this desirable event. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Hfftum to the external Bdations of France* — Her universal 
Aieendancjf,— Napoleon's advances to the Emperor Paul, — 
Plan of destroying the British Power in India, — Right of 
Search at Sea.'^Death ofPaul.'^Its effects on Buonaparte, 
— Affairs of Egypt, — Assassination ofEMer, — Menou ap* 
pointed to succeed himj^BrUish Army iands in Egypt-^ 
Battle and Victory of Alexandria. — Death of Sir Ralph 
Abercromby. — General Hutchinson succeeds him. — The 
French General Belliard capitulates — as does JIfeiMW*.— 
War in Egypt brought to a vietorious Conclusion. 

Having thus given a glance at the internal affairs 
of France during the commencement of Buonaparte^s 
domination, vre return to her external relations^ 
which, since the peace of Luneville, had assumed the 
appearance of universal ascendency, so much hAd 
the current of hiiman affairs been.alteredr bv the 



Digitized 



by Google 



S50 LIPS OF 

talents and fortunes of one man. Not only was 
France in secure possession, by the treaty of Lune- 
yille, of territories extending to the banks of the 
Rhine, but the surrounding nations were, under 
the plausible names of protection or alliance, as 
submissiye to her goYemment as if they had made 
integral parts of her domimons. Holland, Switzer- 
land, and Italy, were all in a st^te of subjection to 
her will ; Spain, like a puppet, moved but at her 
signal ; Austria was broken-spirited and dejected ; 
Prussia still remembered her losses in the first revo* 
lutionary war ; and Russia, who alone could be con- 
sidered as unmovedby an/fear of Fraoce, was yet m 
a situation to be easilj managed, 1>y flittering mid 
ciyoling the peculiar temper of the Emperor Paul. 

We iiave abfiady obstxYed^ that 3iioBaparte had 
artfiilly availed himself of the misimdefstan^ng be- 
tween Austria and Russia, to insinuate himself into 
the good graces of the Czar. The disputes between 
Russia and England gave bun atiil fiirther advan- 
tages over the mind of that incautious monarch. 

The refusal of Bfitun to cede the almost impreg- 
nable fortress of Malta, and widi it the cunmand of 
die ICediterranera, to a power who was no longer 
Iriendly, was aggravated by her dedining to admit 
iRussiaa prisoners into the cartel of exchange betwixt 
the French «»d British. Buonaparte contrived to 
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make Ms approaches to the Cxar in a maimer calcu- 
faited to bear upon both tliese subjects of grierance. 
He presented to Paul, who nfleoted to be considered 
as the Grand Master of Ae Ordor of St John of Je- 
rusalem, the smrd given by die Pope to the heroic 
Jolmde la Valette^iwho was at the head of the Order 
during the cdefarated deftnoe of Malta against the 
Turks. With the same view of pladng his own con- 
dnct in a fii/iraivable contrast widi that of Great Bri- 
tain, lie new-cbthed and armed eight or nine thou- 
sand Russian prisoners, and dismissed them freely, m 
token of Us persond esteem for the diaracter of the 
tBmpenxr* 

A jmooeisecret and scandalous mode of acquiring 
interest is said to luuve been .attained, through the at- 
tachment of the unfortunate Prince to a Frendh ac- 
tress of tslents and ^beauty, who liad been >sent from 
Pans ibr .the>e3cpress purpose of acquiring his aflfec- 
tions. iFfom these oooourring reasons, Paul began 
new.qpenly sto manliest himself as the warm friend 
of iPrance, and the bitter enemy of Britain. In 
the former capacity, he had the weak and unworthy 
'Complaisance to withdraw the hospitality which -he 
had hitherto afforded to the relics of the Royal 
Family of Bourbon, who were compeUed to remove 
from Mittau, where they had been hitherto permitted 
torende. 
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To gratify his pique against England, Paul gave 
hearing at least to a Tnagnificent scheme, by which 
Buonaparte proposed to accompKsh the destruction 
of the British power in India, whidi he had in Tain 
hoped to assnl by the possession of Egypt. The 
scheme was now to be effected by the unicm of the 
French and Russian troops, which were to force thcSr 
way to British India oycrhmd, through the kingdom 
of Persia ; and a plan of .such a campugn was seri- 
ously in agitation. Thirty-five thousand French were 
to descend the Danube into the Bkck Sea *, and 
then, being wfced across that sea and the sea of 
Asof, were to march by land to the banks of the 
Wolga. Here they were again to be embarked, and 
descend the river to Astracan, and from^ thence 
were to cross the Caspian Sea to Astrabad, where 
they were to be joined by a Russian army, equal in 
force to their own. It was thought that, marching 
through Persia by Herat, Ferah, and Candahar, the 
Russo-Gallic army mi^t readi the Indus in forty- 
five days from Astrabad. This gigantic project woidd 
scarce have beien formed by any less darifijg genius 
than Napoleon ; nor could any prince, with a brain 
less infirm than PauFs, have agreed to become his 
tool in so extraordinary an undertaking, from whidi 
France was to derive all the advantage. 
A nearer mode of injuring the interests of Eng- 

* 10 
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hnd than thk overland marcli to India^ vas in the 
power of the Emperor of Rassia. A controversy be- 
ing in dependence betwixt England and the northern 
courts, afforded the pretett for throwing his weight 
into the scale against her at this dangerous crisis. 

The right of seatdi at sea, that is, the right of 
stopping a neutral or friendly vessel, and taking otit 
iji her the goods belonging to an enemy, is acknow- 
ledged in the earliest maritime codes. But Efigland, 
by her natal superiority, had been enabled to exert 
this right so generally, that it became the subject 
of much heart-burning to neutral powers. The 
association of the Northern States in 1780, known 
by the name of the Armed Neutrality, had tot itA 
olgect to ptit donim this right of search, and establish 
the maxim that free bottoms made free goods ; in 
other words, that the neutral character of the vessel 
should protect whatever property she might have on 
board. This principle was now anxiously reclaimed 
by France, as the most effective argument for the 
purpose of irtitathig the neutral powers against Great 
Britain, whose right of search, which could not be ex- 
erdsed without vexation and inconvenience to their 
commerce, must necessarily be unpopular amongst 
them. Forgetting thai the danger occasioned by the 
pgantic power of France was infinitely greater than 
any which could arise from the maritime clums of 
England, the northern courts became again united 

VOL. IV. z 



Digitized 



by Google 



864 LIFE OF 

on the snlyectof what they termed the fireedom of 
the seas. Indeed, the Emperor Paul, even before 
the offence arising out of his disaj^intment respect- 
ing Malta, had proceeded so &r as to sequestrate 
an British property in his dominions, in resentment 
of her ezerdsing the right of search. But upon the 
fresh proTocation which he conceived himself to 
have received, the Emperor became outrageous, and 
took the most violent measures for seizing the per- 
sona and property of the English, diat ever were 
practised by an angry and unreasonable despot. 

Prussia, more intent on her own immediate ag- 
grandisement, tiian mindfiil of the welfare of Europe 
in general, took advantage of the universal ill-will 
against England, to seize upon the King^s continent 
tal dominions of Hanover, with peculiar breach of 
public fiiith, as she herself had guaranteed the neu* 
trality of that country.. 

The consequenees, with regard to the northern 
powers, are well known. The promptitude of tiie 
administration sent a strong fleet to die Baltic ; and 
the well-contested battle of Copenhi^n detached 
Denmark from the Northern Confederacy. Swedeis 
had joined it unwillingly ; and Russia altered her 
course of policy in consequence of the death of PanL 
That unhappy prince had surmounted the patience 
of his sul^ects, and feQ a inctim to one of those con- 
spiracies, which In arbitrary monarchies, espedsHj 
such as partake of the oriental character, supply all . 



Digitized 



by Google 



NAPOLEON BUONAPARTE. 355 

tb^ ehecks of a moderateahd free constitution, where 
the prerogative of the crown is limited by laws. In 
these altered drcumstahces^ the cause of dispute wiur 
eaialy removed^ by the r^ht of search being subjected 
to equitable regulations and modifications. 

Buonaparte received the news of Paul's death with 
much more emotion than he was usually apt to testify* 
It is saidy that, for the first time in his life, a pas^ 
sionate exclamation of '^ Mtm Dieur escaped him, in 
a tone of sovrow and surpnse. With Paul's immense 
power, and his disposition to place it at the disposal 
of France, the First Consul doubtless reckoned upon 
the accomplishment of many important plans which 
his death disconcerted. It was natural, also, that Na- 
poleon should be moved by the sudden and violent 
end of a prince, who had manifested so much admi-< 
ration of his person and his qualities. He is said to 
have dwelt so long on the strangeness of the incident,* 
that Fouch6 was obliged to remind him, that it was 
a mode of changing a chief magistrate, or a course 
of administration^ which was common to the empire 
in which it took place.* 

The death of Paul, ^ much, regretted by Buona- 
parte, was nevertheless the means of accelerating 
a peace between France and Great Britiun, which; 



• " Mais enfin, que voulez voub ? C'est une mode de destitution 
propte ii ce pait>.U !" 
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if it could have been established on a secure basis, 
wduld have affi>rded him die best chance of main* 
taining his power, and transmitting it to his posterity. 
While the Czar continued to be his observant ally, 
there was little prospect that the First Consul would 
he moderate enough in the terms which he might 
have proffered, to permit the British ministry to treats 
with him. 

Another obstacle to peace was at this time removed, 
in a manner not more acceptable to Buonapa^ than, 
was the death of the Emperor Paul. The possession 
of Egypt by the French was a point which the First 
Consul would have insisted upon from strong per- 
sonal feeling. The Egyptian expedition was inti- 
mately connected with his own personal glory, nor 
was it likely that he would have sacrificed its results* 
to his desire of peace with Great Britain. On the 
other Jiand, there was no pro"bability that Englimd 
would accede to any arrangement, which should sano^ 
tiou' the existence of a French colony, settled ia 
Egypt with the expvess purpose |of destroying our 
Indian commerce. But this obstacle to peace waa 
removed by the fate of arms. 

Affairs in £^pt had been on the whole unfavoura- 
ble to the French, since that army had lost the presence 
of the commander-in-chief. Kleber, on whom the com* 
mand devolved, was discontented both at the uncere- 
monious and sudden manner in which the duty had 
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been imposed upon him, and witb the scarcity of 
means left to support hb defimce. Perceiving himself 
threatened by a large Turkish force, which was col- 
lecting for the purpose of avenging the defeat of the 
vizier at Aboukir, he became desirous of giving up a 
settlement which he despaired of maintamii^* He 
signed accordingly a convention with the Turkish 
plenipotentiaries, and Sir Sidney Smith, on the part 
of the British, by which it was provided that the 
French should evacuate Egypt, and that Kleber and 
his army should be transported to France in safety, 
without being molested by the British fleet When 
the British government received advice of thia con-« 
vention, they reused to ratify it, bn the ground that 
Sir Sidney Smith had exceeded his powers in entering 
into it. The Earl of Elgin having been sent out ae 
plenipotentiary to the Porte, it was asserted that Sit 
Sidney ""s ministerial powers were superseded by his 
appointment/ Such was the alleged informality on 
which the treaty fell to the ground ; but the truth 
was, that the arrival of Kleber and his army in the 
south of France, at the very moment when the suc- 
cesses of Suwarrow gave strong hopes of making 
some impression on het frontier, might have had a 
most material effect upon the events of the war. Lord 
Keith, therefore, who commanded in the Mediterra^ 
nean, received orders not to permit the passage of 
the French Egyptian army, and the treaty of £1 
Arish was in consequence broken off. 
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Kleber, dkappointed of this mode of extricating 
himself, had recourse to arms. The Vizier Jouseff 
Pacha, having crossed the desert, and entered Egypt^ 
leceived a bloody and decisiTc defeat fiom the French 
general, near the ruins of the ancient city of Hello* 
polls, on the SOth of March 1800. The measures 
which Kleber adopted after this victory were well 
eaJculated to maintain the possession of the country, 
and reconcile the inhabitants to- the French govern- 
ment. He was as moderate in the imposts as the 
exigencies of his army permitted, greatly improved 
the condition* of the troops, and made, if not peace, 
at least an effectual truce, with the restless and en« 
lerprisiDg Murad I3ey, vrho still continued to be at 
theheadof a considerable body of Mamelukes. Ele- 
ber also raised- among the Greeks a legion of fifteen 
hundred or twothousand Inen ; and with more diffi- 
culty succeeded in levying a regiment of Copts. 
' While busied in these measures, he was cut 
idiofft by the bbw of an assassin. A fanatic Turk, 
ealled Soliman Haleby, a native of Aleppo*, ima- 
gined* he was inspired by Heaven toslay the «ae- 
my of the Pr9pbefr and the Grand Seignior. He 
eonoeided himself in a eistcm, and springing out on 
Kleber when there was only que man iu company 
with him, stabbed him dead. The assassin was 
justly condemned to die by a military tribunal; 
but the sentence was -exeoutect with- a barbarity 
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^ which diiq^raced those who praedied it Being im« 
paled alive, he survived for four hours in die utmost 
tortures, which he bore with an indifference wUch 
his fimatidsm perhaps alone could have bestowed* 

The Baron Menou^ on whom the command now 
devolved, was an inferior person to Kleber. tie had 
made some figure amongst the nobles who followed 
the revolutionary cause in the Constituent Assem* 
bly, and was the same general whose want of ded« 
don at the affair of the Sections had led to the em* 
ployment of Buonaparte in his room, and to the first 
rise, consequently, of the fortunes which had since 
swelled so high. Menou altered for the worse seve- 
ral of the regulations of Eleber, and, carrying into 
literal execution what Buonaparte had only written 
and spoken of, he became an actual Mahommedan, 
married a native Turkish woman, and assumed the 
name of Abdallah Menou. This change of reli^^on 
exposed him to the ridicule of the Frendi, while it 
went in no d^ree to conciliate the Egyptians. 

The succours from France, which Buonaparte 
had promised in his fiurewell address to the Egyp- 
tian army, arrived slowly, and in smaU numbers and 
quantity. This was not tiie fault of the Chief Con. 
sul, who had commanded Gantiieaume to put to sea 
with a squadron, having on board four or five tiiou- 
sand men ; but being pursued by the English fleet, 
that admiral was glad to regain the harbour of Tou- 
lon* Other effinrte were made witii the same indifferent 
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lueoess. The French pdrts were too dpiely wetched 
]fco permit the sailing of any expedition on a hirge 
iKtle, and two frigates, with &rj^ or six hundred men^ 
were the only ranforcements th^t reached Egypt. , 
Meantime, the English cabinet had adopted the 
daring and manly resolution of wresiting firom France 
this favourite colony by force. They had for a length 
of time confined their military efforts to parti^^ end 
detiK^hed objects, which, if successful, could not l^ave 
any effect on iho gejieral resylts of the war, an4 
which, when they mi^anjed, lus was the ci^se befoi» 
Cadi2, Ferrol, and elsewhere, teQded to throw ridicule 
on the plans of the ministry, and, however undeserr 
yedly, even upon the character of the forces empjoyr 
ed on the service. It was by such ill-considered 
and imperfect efforts that the war was mamtained on 
our part, while our watchful anii formidable enemy 
combined his mighty means to effect objects of .com^ 
fccnswate importance. We, like puny fencers, offer^ 
ed doubtful and uncertain blows, which could only 
affect thjC extremities ; he never aimed, save at the 
heart, nor thrust, but with (he detern^ined purpose 
/of plunging his weapon to the hilt 

The consequence of these partial and imperfect 
measures was, that even while our soldiers were in 
the act of gradually attaining that perfection of dis- 
cipline by which they are now distinguished, they 
ranked — ^most unjustly<^Iower in the respect of their 
countrymen, than at any other period in our history. 
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The pre-eaunent exceltenceof our sfdl^Hrs had been 
shown in a thousand actions; and it became too 
usual to place it in oontcast with the failure of our 
expeditions on shore. But it waa afterwards found 
that our soldiers could assume the same superbrity, 
whenever the plan of the campaign. offered them a. 
fiur field for its exercise. Such a field of action was 
afforded ly the Egyptian expedition. 

. This undertaking was the exclusiye plan of an ill- 
requited statesman, the late Lord Melville ; who had 
difficulty in obtaining even Mr Pitt's concurrence in. 
a scheme, of a character so much more daring than 
Britain had lately entertained. The expedition was 
resolved upon by the narrowest possible mqority in 
the caJlMnet; and his late Majesty interposed his 
consent in terms inferring a solemn protest against, 
the risk about to be incuned. ^* It is with the ut-, 
most reluctance,^ (such, or nearly such* were the 
words cyf George III.) /^ that I consent to a measure, 
which sends the flower of my army upon a danger- 
ous expedition against a distant province.""* The 



* At an afler period, the good King made the following acknow^ 
ledgment of his mistake. Wben Lord MdviUe was out of power, 
his Majesty did him the honour to visit him at Wimbledon, and 
partook of some refreshment. On that occasion the King took an 
opportunity to fill a glass of wine, and having made the company 
do the same, he gave as his toast, ^^ The health of the courageous 
iniiiister, who, against the opinion of many of his colleagues, an^ 
even the remonstrances of his King, had dared to conceive and carry 
through the Egyptian expedition.** 
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event, however*' showed, that, in arduous dfeiUD* 
stances, the daring game, if prenously weDi ooosidef- 
ed, is often the most suocessfbl. « 

On the 8th of March 1801, Geibend Sur Ba^ 
Abercrombie, at the head of an army of seTenteen 
thousand meii, landed inEgypt^ in despite of the most 
desperate opposition by the enemy. The excellence 
of the troops was displayed by the extreme gallantsty 
and calmness with which, landing dkrough a heavy 
surf, they instantly formed and advanced agabaf the 
enemy. On the Slst of March, a general acd<m took 
place. The French cavalryattempted to turn theBri* 
tish flank, and made a desperate diarge for that pmw 
pose, but felled in their attempt, and were drivoi 
back with great loss. The French Were defeated, and 
compelled to retreat on Alexandria, under the walla 
of which they hoped to maintain themselves* Bal 
ihe British suffered an irreparable loss in their hi* 
mented commander. Sir Ralph Abercrombie, who 
was mortally wounded in the course of this aetioli* 
In this gallant veteran bis country long regretted 
one of the best generals, and one of the worthiest and 
most amiable men, to whom she ever gave birth* 

The command descended on Greneral Hutchinson, 
who was soon joined by the Capitan Pacha, with a 
Turkish army. The recollections of Aboukir and 
Heliopolis, joined to the remonstrances and counsels 
of their English allies, induced the Turks to avoid a 
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gai«Ml aelidii, andoemfiiiedieandftttoddniikiieBy 
tjr'irliicli system the Freneh^were se dosely watch* 
ed, and thar comBranitetioiis so effectually destroyed) 
ihat Genexal Belliard, shut up m a fortified caoip in 
Cairo^ cut off ficom Alexandria, and threatened with 
insnrrection widiin the place, was compelled to cap^ 
folate, under condition diat his troops diould ssftly 
be transported to France, with their arms and bag* 
gage. This was on die 5t8th of June^ and the con- 
Tention had scarce been rigned, when the English 
anny was reiidrorced in a manner whidi showed the 
bold and successful comlnnation of measmres under 
whidi the expedition had been undertaken. 

An army of seven thousand meiiy of whom two 
thousand were sepoys, or native Indian troops, were 
disembarked at Cossdr, on the Red Sea, and, de- 
tached firom the Indian settiements, now came to 
support the European part of the English invasion. 
The Egyptians saw with the extremity of wonder, 
native troops, many of them Moslemah, who wor- 
shipped in the mosques, and observed tiie ritual en- 
joined by tiie Prophet, perfecdy accomplished in 
the European discipline. The lower class were in- 
dmed to think, that this singular rdnfinrcement had 
been sent to tiiem in consequence of Mahommed^s 
direct and miraculous interposition ; only their being 
commanded by English officers did not favour tiiis 
theory. 
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In eoli8eqp]ien<se of those ninibroe^ laid hii 
own confined oliuitioa WKler the walls of Alexaor 
dria, Menou saw himself constrained to enter into 
a conveiltion &r surrendenng up the province of 
Egypt He was admitted to the same terms of comr 
position which had been granted to Belliard ; and 
thus the war in that quarter was, on die part of Great 
Britain^ triumphantly concluded. 

The conquest of this disputed kingdon^ exdted 
a strong sensation both in France and Britain ; but 
the news of the contest being finally closed by Me^ 
nou^a submission, are helieved to have reached the 
former country some time before the English recei- 
yed them. Buonaparte, on learning the tidings, 
is reported to have said, '^ Well, there remains now 
no altematiye but to make the descent on Britain.** 
JJut it seems to have occurred to him presently after- 
wards, that the loss of this disputed province might, 
jnstead of being an arguQient for carrying the war to 
.extremity, be considered as the removal of an obstacle 
jkoatreaty ofpe^ce. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



Prorations made/or ike Invasion of BritaifU'^Kelson put 
in command of the Sea, — Attack of the Boulogne FhtiUa.-^ 
Pitt leaves the Ministry^^-suceeeded by Mr Addington^^ 
Negottationsfar Peace.^^ust punishment of England, in 
regard to the conquered Settlements of the Enemy. — Forced 
to restore them aU, save Ceylon and Trtnidad^-^Malta is 
placed under the guarantee qfa Neutral Power. Prelimlm 
nafies of Peace signed.^-^oy of the English Pbpukuse, and 
doubts of the better classes.-^Treaty of Amiens signed^^ 
The ambitious pf^qjects of Napoleon, nevertheless, proceed 
withmU interrupSohl'^Eaftensiofi of hi^ power f» Itaiy. — 
He is appointed Consul for life, with the power of naming 
his Suocessor.'^His Situation at the close of^ Volume. 



As the words of die First Consul appeared to 
intioiatej preparatioiis were resumed on the French 
coast for the invasion of Great Britain. Boulogne, 
and every harbour along the coast, was crowded 
with flat-bottomed boats, and the shores covered with 
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ctmps of die men dangned appai^ntly to fill them. 
We need not at present dwell <m the preparations 
for attadE, or diose which the English adopted in 
defence, as we diall have occasion to notice both, 
when Buonaparte, for the kst time, threatened Eng- 
land with the same measure. It is enough to say» 
that, on the present occasion, the menaces of France 
had thdr usual effect in awakening the sprit of 
Britain* 

The most extensire arrangements wexe made fiir 
the reception of the invaders should they chance to 
land, and! in the meanwhile, our natural barrier was 
not n^le^ed. The naval preparations were very 
ippeat, and what gave yet mate confidence than the 
number of vessels and guns, Nels(m was put into 
command of the sea, fiN>m Orfi>rdne8S to Beachy-head. 
Under his management, it soon became the question, 
not whedier the French flotilla was to invade the 
British shores, but whether it was tcyremain in safety 
in the French harbours. Boulogne was bombarded, 
and some of the small craft and gun-boats destroyed 
—the English adnural generously sparing the town; 
and not satisfied with this partial (Success, Nelson 
prepared to attack them with the boats of the squ*- 
dron. The French resorted to the 9ioet unusual 
and formidable preparadons for defence. Thwr 
flotUla was moored close to the shore in the moudi 
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of Boulogne hatboar, the vessels socoied to eedi 
other by chains, and filled with soldiers. The Bri« 
tish attack in some d^ree fisdled) owing to the several 
divisions of boats missing each other in the dark ; 
some French vessels were taken, but thqr could 
wtt be brought o£P; and the Fiench chose to consider 
thift result as a victory, on their part, of consequence 
enough to balance the loss at Aboukir ;-^though it 
amounted at best to ascertaining, that altimugh ^^(^ 
vessek could not keep the sea, they might, in 8om0 
comparative d^ree of safety, lie under close cover of 
thehr own batterjies. Meantime, the cb^dgea which 
had taken place in the British adminiptir^tion, wi;ie^ 
preparing public ezpectadon fiir that p^ace whidi all 
the world now longed for. 

Mr Pitt, ^ is well kpowii, lef^ tl^ ministiy, tfifA 
was succeeded in the office of first Minister of Sj^ft^ 
by Mr Addington, now Lord Sidmputh. ThedtM^^go 
was justly consid^ed as friendly to pacific,pieaf^ures ; 
for, in France especially, the gol4 of Pitt had been 
by habit associated Fith all that vr^ prgudicial ta 
their country. The very massacres of Paris, nay, 
the return of BuoniEiparte from Egypt, were imputed 
to the intrigues of the English minister ; he was the 
scape-goat on whom were pharged as the ultimate 
cause, all the folEes, grimes, and misfortunes ci the 
Revolution* 

12 
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A grett part of htt own coontrymen, IB weQ atof 
the French, entertained a doubt of the possibilify^ of 
concluding a peace under Mr Pittas auspices ; while 
those who were most anIa-Gallican in their opinions, 
had Kttle wish to see his lofty spirit stoop to the 
task of amuging conditions of treaty on terms so dif- 
ferent from what his hopes had once dictated. The' 
worth, temper, and talents of his successor, seemed 
fo qualify him to enter into a negotiation, to which 
ibe greatet part of the nation was now indined, were 
it but for the sake of experiment. 

Buonaparte himself was at this time disposed to' 
peaee. It was necessary to France, and no less ne* 
oessary to him, since he otherwise must remain 
pledged to undertake the hazardous altemative of 
inyasion, in which chances stood incalculably agaikist 
his success; while a failure might have, in its con^^ 
sequences, inferred the total ruin of his power. Alt 
parties were, therefore, in a great degree inclined to 
treat with sincerity ; and Buonaparte was with litifo 
diflSeuIty brought to consent to the evacuation of 
Egypt, there being every reason to believe that he 
was ahready possessed of the news of the convention 
with Menou. At any rate, the French cause in 
Egypt had been almost desperate ever since the 
battle of Alexandria, and the First Consul was con- 
scious that bk this sacrifice he only rengned that^ 
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which there was little chance of his being able to 
Jceep. It was also stipulated that the French should 
evacuate Rome and Naples ; a condition of little 
consequence, as they were always able to re-occupy 
these countries when their interest required it. The 
Dutch colony of the Cape of Oood Hope was to be 
restored to the Batavian republic, and declared a 
free port 

In respect of the settlements which the British 
arms had conquered, England underwent a punish- 
ment not unmerited. The conquest of the enemies^ 
colonies had been greatly too much an object of the 
English ministry ; and thus the national force had 
been frittered away upon acquisitions of comparative* 
ly petty importance, which, from the insalubrity of 
the climate, cost us more men to maintain them than 
would have been swept off by many a bloody battle. 
All the conquests made on this peddling plan of war- 
fore, were now to be returned without any equiva- 
lent. Had the' gallant soldiers, wha perished miser- 
ably for the sake of these sugar-islands, been united 
in one well-concerted expedition, to the support of 
Charette, or La Rochejacquelein, such a force might 
have enabled these chiefs to march to Paris; or, if 
sent to Holland, might have replaced the Stadtholder 
in his dominions. And now, these very sugar-islands, 
the pitiful compensation which Britain had received 
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for the blood of her bmre children, were to be resfoifiid 
to those firom whom they had been wrested The im- 
portant possessions of Ceylon in the East) and Tii* 
nidad in the West Indies, were the only part of her 
conquests which England retained* The int^pnty of 
her ancient ally, Portugal, was, however, reec^nixed, 
ind the independ^ce of the Ionian Islands was sti* 
pulated for and guaranteed. Britain restored Porta 
Feraijo, and what oth«r places she had occupied 
in the isle of Elba, or on the Italian coast; but the 
occupatAMi ci Malta for some time threatened to 
prove an obstacle to the treaty. The English con* 
i^idered it as of the last consequence that this strong 
island should remain in their possession, and intima^ 
ted that they regarded the pertinacious resistance 
which the First Consul testified to this proposal, as 
implying a private and unav<ywed desire of renewing, 
at some foture opportunity, his designs on Egypt, 
to which Malta might be considered as in some mea- 
sure a key. After much discussion, it was at lengdi 
agreed that the. independence oi the island should be 
secured by its being garrisoned by a neutral power, 
and placed under its guarantee and protection. 

The preliminaries of peace were signed 10th Octo- 
ber 1801. General Law de Lauriston, the school 
companion and first aid-de-camp of Buonaparte, 
brought them over from Paris to Londra, where 
they were received with the most extravagant joy by 
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Ae populace, to whom novelty is a sufficient recom« 
mendation of almost anything. But amicbt the better 
classes, the sensation was much divided. Theie was 
a small but energetic party, led by the cdebrated 
Windham, who, adopting the principles of Butke to 
dieir utmost extent, considered the act of treating 
with a regicide government as indeMUe meanness, 
and as a derelicdon, on the part of Great Britain, of 
those prindples of legitimacy} ^1^ which the sodal 
compact ought to rest. More moderate An^Galli. 
cans, while diey regretted ihat our efforts in fkvour 
of the Bourbons had been totally unavinling, con- 
tended with reason, that we were not so closely 
leagued to their cause as to be bound to sacrifice 
our own countty , in a vain attempt to restore the ex- 
lied family to the throne of France. This was the 
opmion entertamed by Pitt himself, and the most 
judidous amoi% his followers. Lastly, there was the 
professed Opposition, who, while rejoicing that we 
had been aUe to obtain peace on any terms, might 
now exult in the fidfllment of their predictions of 
the bad success of the war. Sheridan summed up 
what was perhaps the most general feding in the 
country, wiA the observation, that *^ it was a peace 
which all men weio glad of, and no man coidd be 
proud of.'' 

Amiois was appointed lor die meeting of eommis-^ 
sioners, who were finally to adjust the treaty of pa^ 
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cification, which was not ended lill five months 
after the preliminanes had be^ i^reed on. Aft^ 
this long negotiation, the treaty was at length sign-^ 
ed, S7th March 1802. The ide of Malta, accord- 
ing to this agreement, was to be occupied by a garri* 
son of Neapolitan troops, while, besides Britain and 
France, Austria, Spain, Russia, and Prussia, were 
to guarantee its neutrality. The Knights of St Johm 
were to be the eioyerrigns, but neither French nor 
English were in future to be members of that order* 
The harbours were to be free to the commerce of all 
nations, and the Order was to be neutral towards all 
nations save the Algerines and other {Hratical 'states. 
Napoleon, had he chos^si to examine into, the feel- 
ings of the English, must have se^ plainly, that, this 
treaty, unwillingly acceded to by them, and.only by 
way cf experiment, was to have a duration long or 
shori^ in proportion to their confidence in, or doubt 
of, his own good fiuth. His umbition, and 'the little 
scruple which he showed in gratifying it, wais> he 
must have been sensible, the terror of Europe ; and 
until, the fears he had excited wore diaanned :by a 
tract of peaceful and moderate .conduet on his patt^ 
the suspicions of Englwd must haye.been. constant- 
ly awake, and the peace^ between tbe.naltidns must 
have been considered as precarious as an toned 
truce. .Yet these consideititions could not induce 
him to lay aside^ or even postpone, a train o£ nm^ 
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sures, tending directly to his own personal aggran- 
dizement, and confirming the jealousies which his 
character already inspired. These measures were 
partly of a nature adapted to consolidate and prolong 
his own power in France ; partly to extend the pre- 
dominating influence of that country over her con- 
tinental neighbours. 

By the treaty of Luneville^ and by that of Tolen- 
tino, the independent existence of the Cisalpine and 
Helvetian republics had been expressly stipulated ; 
but this independence, according to Buonaparte^s 
explanation of the word, did not exclude their being 
Teduced to mere satellites, who depended on, and 
whose motions were to be regulated by France, and 
by himself, the chief governor of France and all her 
dependencies. When, therefore, the Directory was 
overthrown in France, it was not his purpose that 
a directorial form of government should continue to 
'subsist in Italy. Measures were on this account to be 
taken, to establish in that country something resem- 
bling the new Consular model adopted in Paris. 

For this purpose, in the beginning of January 
180S, a convention of 450 deputies from the Cisal- 
pine States arrived at Lyons, (for they were not 
trusted to deliberate within the limits of their own 
country,) to contrive for themselves a new political . 
system. In that period, when the modelling of con- 
stitutions was so common, there was no difficulty in 
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dmwing op one; which coiwisled of a presideot, a 
dcputy-presideiit^ a le^pslatiTe councily and threa 
doctoral collegesi composed^ l8t» of proprielony 2d, 
of pcraoiiB of leaming) and, 8d, ol commerdal per* 
80B8. If the Italiana had been awkward upon the 
oooasioD, they had the asfiostaace of TaUeyruid; and 
soon after, the arrival of Buonaparte himself at 
Lycods gave oountenance to their operations. His 
presence w^s necessary for the eidiibition of a most 
singoler farocL , 

A committee of thirty of Uie Italian convention^ 
to whom had been intrusted the principal duty of 
flBggeslang the mw model of government, gave in a 
report, in which it was stated, that, from the want of 
any man of suffidenli influence amongst ihemsdves 
to fill the office of president, upon wh(»n devolved 
all the executive duties of the state, the new sya- 
tam wuld not be considered as secure unless Buo- 
naparte should be prevailed upon to fill that dtuar 
tim, not, as it was carefully explained, in his cha- 
racter 1^ head of the French government, but in his 
individual capacity. Napoleon graciously inclined 
to their suit He informed them, that he concurred 
in the modest opinion they had fi^rmed, that their re- 
public did not at present possess an individual suffi- 
ciently gifted with talents and impartiality to take 
charge of their aflairs, which be should, therefore, 
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retain under hia own chief management, while <^ 
eomstanees required him to do so. 

Having thus established his power in Italy as 
firmly aa in France, Buonaparte proceeded, to take 
measures fi^r extending his domimons in the fi»rmer 
country and. elsewhere. By a treaty with Spaing 
now made {mblic, it appeared that the Duchy of 
Parma was to devolve on France together with the 
island of £lba, upon the death of the present Duke^ 
•—an event at no distant date to be expected. The 
Spanish part of the province of Lodsiaaa, in North 
America, was to be ceded to France by the same 
treaty. Portugal, too, though the int^ty of her 
dominions had been guaranteed by the preliminaries 
of the peace with England, had been induoed, by a 
treaty kept studiously private firom the British court, 
to cede her province of Guiana to France. These 
stipulations served to show, that there was no quarter 
of the world in which France and her present ruler 
did not entertain views of aj^gtandisement, and that 
questions of national faith would not be considered, 
too curiously when they int^ered with their pur- 
pose. 

While Europe was stunned and astonished at the 
spirit of conquest and accumulation manifested by 
this insatiable conqueror, France was made aware 
that he was equally desirous to consolidate and to 
prolong his power, as to extend it over near and dis- 
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tant rcgiims. He was all, and more than allf that 
sovereign had ever been ; but he still wanted the title 
and the permanence which royalty requires. To 
attain these was no di£Scult matter, when the First 
Consul was the prime mover of eadi act, whether in 
the Senate or Tribunate ; nor was he long of discover- 
ing proper agents eager to gratify Uis wishes. 

Chabot de KAllier took the lead in the race of 
adulation. Arising in the Tribunate, he pronoun- 
ced a long eulogium on Buonaparte, aihancing the 
gratitude due to the hero, by whom France had 
been preserved and restored to victory. He, there- 
fore, proposed, that the Tribunate should transmit 
.to the Conservative Senate a resolution, requesting 
.4he Senate to consider the manner of bestowing on 
Napoleon Buonaparte a splendid mark of the na- 
tional gratitude. 

There was no misunderstanding this hint The 
motion was unanimously adopted, and transmitted 
to the Convention, to the Senate, to the luef^abdre 
Body, and to the Consuls. 

The Senate conceived they should best meet die 
demand now made upon them, by electing Napoleon 
First Consul for a second space of ten years, to 
commence when the date of the orijpnal period, for 
which he was named by the Constitution, should 
.expire. 

The proposition of the Senate being reduced into 
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the form of adecree, was intimated to Buonaparte^ but 
fell short of his wishes ; as it assigned to him, however 
distant it was, a period at which he must be removed 
from authority. It is true, that the space of seventeen 
years, to which the edict of the Senate proposed to 
extend his power, seemed to guarantee a very ample 
duration ; and in point of fact, before the term of its 
expiry arrived, he was prisoner at Saint Helena. 
But still there was a termination, and that was 
enough to mortify his ambition. 

He thanked the Senate, therefore, for this fresh 
mark of their confidence, but eluded accepting it in 
express terms, by referring to the pleasure of the 
people. Their sufirages, he said, had invested him 
with power, and he could not think it right to accept 
of the prolimgation of that power but by their consent, 
it might have been thought that there was now no- 
thing left but to present the decree of the Senate to 
the people. But the Second and Third Consuls, 
Buonaparte^s colleagues at a humble distance, took 
it upon them, though the constitution gave them no 
warrant for such a manceuvre, to alter the question of 
the Senate, and to propose to the peojde one more 
acceptable to Buonaparte^s ambition, requesting their 
judgment, whether the Chief Consul should retain 
his office, not for ten years longer, but for the term 
of his life. By this juggling, the proposal of the 
Senate was set aside, and that assembly soon found 
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it wiMsl to adopt the more libraal vieirt mifg^ted 
by the CobsuLbi, to whom they retunied thanks, for 
haviiig taught them (we suppose) how to apptedate 
a hint. 

The question was sent down to the departments. 
The regtsters were opened with great fonn, as if the 
people had really some oonstteitional right to exer- 
cise. As the subseriptions were received at the offices 
of the various fiinctionaries of government, it is no 
wonder, considering the nature of the question, that 
the ministers with whom die registers were finally 
depomted, were enabled to report a majm^ of three 
millions of dtisens who gave votes in the affirmative. 
It was much more surpriring, that there should 
have been an actual minori^ of afew hundred deter- 
mined RqpuUieans, with Camot at thdr head, who 
answered the question in the n^^adve. Tins states- 
man observed, as he signed his vote, that he was sub* 
scribing Us sentence of deportation ; firom which we 
may conjecture his opinion concerning the fairness 
of this mode of consulting the peofde. He was mis- 
teken notwithstanding. Buonaparte found himself 
so strong, that he could afford to be mereifol, tand 
to assume a show of impartiality, by sufferii^ those 
to go unpunished who had declined to vote for the 
increase of bis power. 

He did not, however, venture to propose to the 



Digitized 



by Google 



KAPOLSOK BUOMAPABT£. 87S) 

people another umovation, which extended beyond 
his death the power which thdr liberal gift had con* 
tinned during his life. A simple decree of the Se* 
nate assigned to Buonaparte the right of nominatbg 
hia sucoessor, by a testamentary deed* So that Na- 
poleon might call his children or relatives to the suc- 
cession of the empire of France^ as to a private in- 
heritance ; or, like Alexander, he might leave it to 
the most favoured of his Ueutenant-genarals. To such 
a pass bad the domination of a military chief, for the 
qpaee of betwixt two and three years, reduced the 
fierce democracy and stubborn loyalty of die two 
factions, which seemed bef(»re that period to combat 
for the possesfion of France. Napoleim had stooped 
on them both, like the hawk in the &ble. 
. The period at which we dose the volume waa a 
most important one in Napoleon's life^ and seemed a 
crias on which his fiite, and that of France^ depend* 
ed. Britmn, his most inveterate and most suocessfttl 
aiemy, bad seen herself ccmipelled by circumstances 
to resort to the experiment ef a doubtfol peace, xsr 
ther than continue a war which seemed to be waged 
without an object. The severe checks to national 
prosperity, whidi arose from the ruined commerce 
and blockaded ports of France, might now, under 
the countenance of the First Consul, be exchanged 
for the weakh that waits upon trade and manufac* 
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tures. Her navy, oiP which few vestiges wei^e left 
save the Brest fleet, might now be recruited, and re* 
sume by degrees that acquaintance with the ocean 
from which they had long been debarred. The re- 
stored colonies of France might have added to the 
sources of her national wealth, and she might have 
possessed— wh^t Buonaparte on a remarkable occa- 
sion declared to be the principal objects he desired 
for her — ships, colonies, and commerce. 

In his personal capacity, the First Consul possess- 
ed all the power which he desired, and a great deal 
more than, whether his own or the country^s welfare 
was regarded, he ought to have wished for. His vic- 
tories over the foes of France had, by their mere fame, 
enabled him to make himself master of her freedom. 
It remained to show — ^not whether Napoleon was a 
patriot, for to that honourable name he had forfeited 
all title when he first usurped unlimited power — but 
whether he was to use the powei which he had wrong- 
fully acquired, like Trajan or like Domitian. His 
strangely-mingled character showed traits of both 
these historical portraits, strongly opposed as they 
are to each other. Or rather, he might seem to be 
like Socrates in the allegory, alternately influenced 
by a good and a malevolent demon ; the former mark- 
ing his course with actions of splendour and dignity ; 
"while the latter, mastering human frailty by meansc 
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of its preyailing foible, the love of self, debased the 
history of a hero, by actions and sentiments worthy 
only of a vulgar tyrant. 



END OF VOLUME FOURTH. 
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